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Love triangle takes center stage at Michigan Opera Theatre.

BY LINDA ANN CHOKIN
STAFF WRITER

Gluseppe Verd| probably
would have appreciated the fact
that Michigan Opera Theatre
artistic director David DiChiera
waited 15 years to bring the
Italinn composer’s Il Trovatore
to the stage again. It wasn't
because DiChiera didn't long to
‘hear the famous Anvil Chorus,
Rather he lacked the extremely
talented soloists to perform the
lead roles,

DiChiern’s dream to once
mote hear the haunting
Miscrereof the final act comes
true with the opening of a new
co-production with Opera.
Pacific and Florentine Opera of
Milwnaukee Saturday, Oct. 12, at
the Detroit Opera House.

*“It's one of the most per-
formed operas since it was pre-
micred and beeame so well
known,” sald DiChlern. "The
hurdy gurdys would go around
playing the musie with their
monkeys and collecting pennies.
‘The music s just so beautiful
and the most difficult to cast
well, It needs four exceptional
singers - tenoy, soprano, mezzo
and baritone, That's alwaysa
challenge. Verdi singers are not
ns plentiful as they once were”

DiChiera scoured the world to
find a cast worthy of the Verdi
opera. Russian tenor Victor
Afanasenko altemates with
Ametican Jefivey Springer in the
vole of Manrico who's separated
from his brother at birth. Later,
the wealthy Count di Lunn,
becomes his nemesis,

American soprano Indra
Thomns and Italian soprano
Isabella Sacco vie for the atten-
tion of the brothers as Leonora,
Indy in waiting to the Queen of
Aragon. Ukraininn bantone Yuri
Nechaev and his Chinese coun-
terpart CY. Lino trade off duel-
ing with Manrico for her affec-
tion.
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really work!

‘Rt was & two year project,”
snid DiChiera. “Th

The Michigan Opera Theatre Iast presented #f Frovatore In 1988 at Mascnic Temple,

Opera Theatre in 1971, This sea-
son's producti

were built in Belgrade as well as
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the new scenery, There are some
very grand interesting pleces
that symbolize elements in the
story. In the convent scenes
there are huge walls and stait-
ways and in the midstof italla
stained glass rose hangs over it.
An enormous chain hovers aver
;hdc prison scene. It's exaggerat-

The story and theatrical

aspects of opera arc what drove
DiChiera to found the Michigan
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in mind. The theme of the sca-
son - Objects of Desire - focuses
an revenge, wealth, Tust, fidelity
and redemption.

Don Pasguale, Donizetti's
comic opera about'a greedy
unele trying to keep his nephew
{rom an inheritance, comes to
the MOT stage Nov. 9-17. Don
Glovanni, Mozart's opera based
on the legendary conquests of
Don Juan, follows April 26 to
Mny 4. Fidelity is key to the

Viennese opern Die Fledermaus

by Johann Strauss Jr. May 17-25.

DiChicru bills it 2s “an evening

of pure romance and cham-

g:gnc with music people will
ow and love”

MOT first opera of the new
century debuts June 7-15..
Currently at the New York City
Opera in Lincoln Center, Dead
Man Walking was compased by
Jake Heggie, It ls based on the
true story of Sister Helen
Prejean, & nun who tries to com-
fort a victim's family as well as
redeem the man she sees within

303 W. Maln, Northville (2 Biocks W. of Sheidan) ¢
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 All Indoors ® Entertalnment
o Craft Demonsirations @ Specialty Foods
o Strollers'Not Recommended » No Pets Please

FOR DISCOUNT ADMISSION COUPONS:
o Print them from our website at www.SugarloafCrafts.com
o Visit your local Farmer Jack
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DIRECTIONS: Take 1-96 to Exit 162. Turn right onto
Novi Rd. At the light, turn right onto Expo Center Dr.

Buy crafts online at www.CraftsOnline.com
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the monstrous murderer. MICHIGAN OPERA THEATRE

“We're co-producing it with " -
cight opera companics;” said What: G Verdi's romantic
DiChicra. "It delves deeper into tragedy / Trovatore .

emotional levels than the novel
and the Academy Award win-
ning film, and the nun whw's
story it is plans to come for the

When: Saturday, Oct. 12 to
Sunday, Oct. 20, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, 8 p.m. Friday-

pn]f;:?;:ihn'z theonlyart  Saturday. and 2 p.m. Sunday :

g_;lmiccd n!D Michign Ophdj:‘l;n Where: Detroit Opera House,
eatre, AE‘. o & reshas 526 Broadway

md:]ﬂ%nmya:ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;m. Tickets: $18-$105 and available

panies, This season the more by calling (313) 237-SING or

than 225-year old Bolshoi Ballet gniine at

The Ef s ﬂa‘;g&%ﬁ; wwwMichiganOpera.org

the Bolshof in 1877.

“Bolshoi means big. It will
take 130 dancers to do Swan
Lake. It brings you into anather
world of fantasy;” sald DiChiera.
“Alvin Ailey returns in March
(12-15) and The Joffrey Ballet of
Chicago closes the senson in

May (8-11). It's our strongest
season for dance since the series
first began in 1996."
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HUNDREDS OF EXHIBITS...PLUS

W WiR's "Home Improvement Show" Murmay Gula

® Gleaners Community Food Bank display of sculptural art
created from canned and packaged food

& showcase of Distinctive Homes with pictorial displays of
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sundql mb.l‘ “I 9“""6"." B Advice, Ideas and Information on decorating. home repatr and

Its the time of the year S SPECIAL GUEST: semodeling
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home, And here is where i Merll. the _ ® And much, much more. W
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