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need to figure out Is how we will
Implement it. A lot of people are
beating up Proposal A, but it
has increased funding for
schools. We spend 40 percent of
the state's budget on education
and we still have failing school
districts”

Knol hadn't read the USA
‘Today article that reported
Hillside Elementary Schoo), a
national Blue Ribbon
Exemplary School in
Farmington Hills, as a "fniling
school” on a federal list released

-this summer.

She also hadn't seena
Brookings Institute study call-
ing charter schools underper-
forming.

But Knol went to work at
Johnson Controls after her
interview, hopped on the inter-
nct and was back at the
Farmington Observer office at
3:30 p.m. with responscs on
these issues.

*[ hate not knowing,” she safd.

CHARTERS

Knol supports chaster schools
as long as they remain public
schoals, Charters are public
schools of choice that have
signed an agreement with the
state to improve education often
by unconventional means.

*The question is are they
accountable?® Knol said, "I
believe they are. I see evidence
that it is causing public schools
to improve because of that com-
petition for students. You won't
see charter schools pop up in
Farmingtonf Farmington
Schools because we have a good
school district. They will pop up
where you have a need, where
you have failing school districts”

In 1999, OCakland
International Academy, a char-
ter school, started in a building
leased at Mercy Center, 28650
11 Mile Road, next to the
Willtam Costick Activities
Center, The schoal is authorized
by Saginaw Valley State
University,

Principal Fatimah Jakri,
acknowledged the school start-
ed even though Farmington
Pu}:llic School District is doing
well,

'USA Today recently reported
8 Brookings Institute stu?.
billed as the first independent
study of charter schools’ per-
formance, which found that
during 1999-2000, charter
schools fell significantly below
public schools in the U, S.in
reading and math skills. The
group looked at 376 charter
schools in 10 states, including
Michigan,
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Marinnne Hellebuyck. The
commission will suggest
planting sites in a variety of
public areas and parks, and
will make recommendations
for appropriate tree species,

Prices vary according to
the trees selected and -
optional permanent plagues
are available at an additional
cost.

The most recent dedica-
tion, on Oct. 5, celebrated
Michelle House's scholaatic
endeavors and was donated
by her mother, Dorothy. The
gingko tree was planted at
the corner of State and
Liberty streets,

Mrs, House also plansto .
dedicate a tree in Shiawassce
Park for Archie Ramsey, and
a tree will be dedicated in
honor of former councilman
Bill Hartsock’s years of gov-
crament service,

‘The commission, which
held Its annual

Beautification Awards last .

week, is actively seeking new
members, .
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DOORS OPEN EARLY WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER:
DON'T MISS THE PARISIAN TRADITION THAT NEVER GOES OUT OF STYLE — MAKE THE MOST OF THIS TIME-
HONDRED EVENT! ENJOY NO INTEREST ON PAYMENTS. UNTIL JANUARY 2003 WITH OUR DEFERRED BILLING.
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF INCREDIBLE PRICES. PLUS MANY UNADVERTISED SPECIALS! WITH ONLY 5 DAYS.
IT'S SHORTER, SWEETER AND BETTER THAN EVER. WE'RE MAKING.IT A BIG DEAL. SO DON'T MISS 0UT!

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SRECIAL

. NISIT-PARISIAN,COM TO SEE HUNDREDS OF THE ITEMS WE HAVE ON SALE.

CALL' 100 454-8185 TO GROKN ANVITME STORE NOURS: The Vitage of Rochester Hils md Laursl Pk Place open Sun. 12-6, Mon. Sat. 10-0. FOR INFORMATION ca
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276-6708 o Liurel Park Blace T734) 953-7500, CHARGE T Parsian Crocit Card, MastocCard, Visa. the American
CORMER OF NORTH ADANE AGAD ANO WALTON STREKT) AND LAUREL.

.

Card of Discover®, LOCATED AT YTRE VILLAGE OF
PARK PLACK [N LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD,



