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THEATER

FROM PAGE 81

“I try and synthesize and
make theatrieal the issues of
the work and the work they
do, It's an unusual plece.
We've been atundlng room

SOCIAL THEATER

I Prison Creative Arts Project presents When Can We Talk?8
* p.m. Friday, Oct. 25, at the Plymouth Community Arts Council,
774 North Sheldon at Junction. Tickets are $25, Call (734) 416~
4218

M Los Angeles Poverty Department performs Agents and
Assets 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 17-19, and 4 p.m. Sunday,

only when we've done the
show. Extraordinary dialogue
has taken place afterwards,”

An award winning British
actress and director, Eaton
knew from the beginning she
had her work cut out for her
but she'a directed controversinl
plays like Jewish Ensemble
Theatre’s production of Romeo
& Jullet before. The
Shakespearenn tragedy took on
new meaning when the setting
was relocated to Jerusalem and
the young lovers became Arab
and Jewish,

So, over the summer Eaton
declded to use improv and
storytelling to uncover the
points of Interest she wanted
to include in When Can We
Talk? The nine-member cast
includes ex-inmates and proj-
ect voluntcers, Music is by
folk 'ingcr Josh White Jr.

“It's soclal theater - less o
play and more of an event
with dialogue, There are per-
sonal storics that represent

- varlous fssucs - the bad choic-
s that people make, good
choices that peaple make, the
problems of going in, being in
and coming out once you've
been branded a criminal in
our society. It’s a collage of
staries with the actors all
doing their own stories, It's
very courageous of them to
speak aloud and own up to
certain things.

“Every audience will have
diffcrent responses. Part of
the play’s purpose is to
encourage the audience to
give us feedback and begin a
dlalogue. We're hoping people
will come with an open mind
and see the human beings
behind the issues. One of the
cast members is on a tether
under electronic surveillance
because he's still on parole, It
demonstrates the pressure on
people coming back into soci-
ety. Ilearncd an cnormous
amount doing this. I was
impressed by the cournge it
takes for someone who's com-
mitted a felony, served their
time to reallze mcrytl\inh is
stacked against them. I'm in
awe of the resilience and it's
given me a new understand-
ing of redemption - that peo-
pie can change, that we can all
change”

PHOTO BY LAURA LEA LEWSEIDER

The Prison Creative Arts Project explores the impact of prison on a persen's life In their latest production When Can We

Taik? Muslc is by Josh White Jr, (lait),

The cast of Agenls and Assets brings America‘s drug poficles home.
AGENTS AND ASSETS

John Malpede is hoping all
American citizens make the
effort to research and come to
their own conclusions nbout
the country's drug policies
instead of mmn‘ming compla-
cent about the issue.

The Los Angeles Poverty
Department p

and women in suits, It’s the-
atricalized but follows the
1998 hearing transeript on the
CIA Inspector General's
report denying allegations
made in a newspaper article
that there was CIA involve-
ment in erack cocaine traffick-
ing. The subjccv. is whether
llu: operatives in.a South

Agents and Assets'l‘hursdny-
Sunday, Oct. 17-20, at First
Unitarian-Universalist
Church of Detroit, is meant
to give them some place to
start.

“Agent and Asscts is about
drug policy and focuses an lhe

of & C

were
in\'o]\ ed.

“After each show we talk
about drug policy. It creates a
forum for these issues. It
enhances civic participation.
1t's what makes democracy
work”

Malpede has been trying to
i citizens ever since he

hearing. The stage is set up
like a hearing room with men

Workshop takes singing
out of the shower

‘Wouldn't it be wonderful to
have the confidence to perform a
solo in your church or sing with
your friends at a party without
the familiar fear of embarrassing
yourself?

Choose between one of two
workshops to help you overcome
your {nhibitions through fun
exercises, games, props, and live-

ly activity. Topies include reso-
nance, breath contral, relaxation,
articulation, and style.

The fec is §75 for each work-
shop being held 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 21, and 4-7 p.w,
Saturday, Oct. 27, at Village
Music, 130 East Liberty,
Plymouth. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 354-9825.

founded the Los Angeles
Poverty Departmient in 1985,

The performance group tack-
les such topics as homeless-
ness. To impart n sensc of
realism, Malpede cast his first
production with actors who
were living or had lived on the
streets, Malpede originally
was a performance artist liv-
ing in New York when he
decided to write on the home-
less. A short time later he
moved to LA,

The latest performance

roject premicred in January
2001 in LA. The Detroit
cast features six of the actors
from that production and
eight from Detroit, some of
whom are in Mariner's Inn
drug recovery program for
addicts. The Saturday night
performance is a beachit to
help fund the services provid-
ed by Mariner's Inn in
Detroit,

“LAPD theater is from Skid
Row LA, said Malpede. “In
LA, because the area we work
in is completely transformed
by drugs, the question is
whether or not foreign pohc}
priorities and domestic priori-
ties work to eliminate the
problem. The war on drugs,
the money goes into prisons
instead of programs to help
an addict recover.”

Have an [nteresting idea for a
story? Call Observer & Eccentric
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin at
{734) 953-2145 or send e-mail to
ichomin® oe. homecamm. net

— CLARIFICATION '

The location of The Pumpkin  kin pics, candy or carame]

Factory was inadvertently left
out of & recent story about
Halloween activities,

The Pumpkin Factory, 48651
Harris, Belleville, offers
haytides through a haunted
cornfield, a haunted house,
sweet cider ‘i"d homemade

apples, costumes, masks and
mnkcup and lots ol‘dcwmnng
items, including corn stalks,
pgourds and Indian corn.

‘The Pumpkin Factory is open
9:30 &.m.-8:30 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday and 9:30
a.m. to midnight, Friday and

de pump-

day. (734) $61-1835,

Subscribe to the Observer for focal news coverage |
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© Vislt your
o Coll 800-2l 0-9900

' Follow signs.

garloaf
Art Fair.

350 Fine Artists
& Craft Designers

Oct. 18, 19, 20, 2002
Novi Expo Center

Wi’ﬂtAdmxssn 6.00
Children under 12 & Parking FREE on §
Fridey, Saturday & Sunday 10 AM - 6 PM

© All Indoors © Entertalnment
o Craft Demonstrations ® Specialty Foods
« Strollers Not Recommended © No Pets Please

FOR DISCOUNT ADMISSION COUPONS:
o Priat them from our website ot www.S
Toced Former Jack

FJAC Kﬂ

DIRECTIONS: Tuke 1-96 to Exit 162, Turn right onto
Novi Rd. At the light, tuen right onto Expo Center Dr.

Buy crafts oaline ot www.trnll‘snnlin..cou!umm

rloofCrafis.com

Gloss seulptors

deshyned by -

Coleste Rosth

Oct. 20, at First Unitarian-Universalist Church of Detroit, 4605
Cass Avenue at Forest. Tickets are $5 or pay what you can. No
one will be turned away for fack of funds. For reservalions and
informatian, call (313) 671-3583

You won't miss a thing with
Going Places!
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Tune-in Baob Allison’s

~

(WNZK 690 AM « Mon.-Fri. 9 am-11 am}
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o Do It
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shop

10112, 10/19 & 10/26
9am-3:30pm
Learn about the tools, materials & techniques
to create beautiful,
expressive characters.
To register, call (248) 644-0866
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Hidden Japan
Photographs by Kl]uro Yahagi
October 28 - November 9, 2002
Opening Reception
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WIN FREE TICKETS!
f Meadow Brook

Theatre

MYSTERY

The Triol Has Started,
But Have The
Hurders Finished?

WITNESS

FOR THE
PROSECUTION
by Agatha Christie

OCT 16 - NOV 10

AT RATING:
Suitable for middie-khool oge and oldwc.
Tickats star? ot just $191
NSTBOX OFFICE:

(248) 377-3300
GROUP DISCOUNTS: {248) 370-3316
www.mbtheatre.com
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