[V —

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday. Oclober 17, 2002

ywwobserverandeccentile.com

| LOCAL NEWS |

Amgcrican, African American,
Iraqi, Lebanonese, Albanian
and Polish.

A public school of chioiee, the
Academy is often confused with
the International School on
Middlebelt, which is private
and tuition based,

One criticism sometimes lev-
cled agninst charter schools is
there isn’t enough oversight.
‘That rankles Jafri, a Westland
resident.

“That's the biggest farce
about charters in general,’ she
suid.

Snginaw Valley State
University, which charters the
schoo, is there on a regular
basis to check an “oversight
notebook.” Charters that don't
comply with oversight will fail,
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is true sbout that person. Our
goal is to challenge their think-
ing to continually get them to
think about their values, get-
ting them to think about their
own perspective,”

Educating today’s children
for tomorrow’s world but chal-
lenging their thoughts to over-
come stereotypes, simplifica-
tion and tolerance is her goal as
the Academy's chicladminis-
trator.

*“Tolerance does not bring
about a peaceful society,” Jokri
said, “I can lenrn to tolerate
people but never learn to like
them or accept them, We cele-

brate diversity here” Jakri said.
“We fulfill the same require-
THE FOCUS ments as any teaditional public
school has to fulfill,” Jafri safd,
Located just north of the Teachers are paid a begin-

William Costick Activitics
Center in Farmington Hills, the
school focuses in the area of
technology and international
studies,

Eight full-time teachers and
one part-time teacher work
with 80 students in grades 6

ning wage of $30,000 and top
out at about 32,000,

Doug Hansen, & Saginaw
Valley State University profes-
sor, who has worked with the
school, developed the
MICLIMB decument, an inter-

THE INVASIONS

self deseribed “invasions™ an
open door policy that allows
visitors in the classrooms.

BY SYE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Scnior Mawa Rohman is proud to say
she has attended Onkland International
Academy every year since the charter
school began in 1999.

President of the student council,
Raliman lives in Detrait, near
Hamtramick,

She attended both public and private
schools before coming to the Farmington
Hills school.

“I've been in the same house forever,”
she said. “I've just been moving around
schools. I'm the first child so I had to try
everything out, I'm the guinea pig in my
family. My parents needed to find what
was good for how I learncd.”

Rahman conses from a family of six
children. They are surronnded by an

Students are used to Jakri's

active intery of the

through 12 live in Michigan Core kall
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Farmington Hills, Southfield,
Madison Heights, Dearborn
Heights, Rochester Hills,
Hamtramck, Detroit, Dearborn
and Canton Township,
Children are Bangladesh,

schools have to utilize, she said.

Hansen will speak at the
Michigan Association of Public
School Academies conference
Oct. 24-25 at the Hyatt
Regency in Dearborn,

KENSINGTON

- ACADEMY
w

High School Night

Tuesday, October 22 -7 to 8:30 p.m.
Join us at Kensington Academy to
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“rapn ¥ talkwith representatives from:

® Acacenny of the Sxcred Heart ® The Leelanau School

» Bihop Foley Catholkc High Schoot @ Marlan High Schoot

» Brother Rice High School ®  Merry High Schodl

» Camerbury School ® Merershuy

o Gk Cerra Hgh chool o iton Academy

o Cranbrook Khod & Novthiexd Mt Hermon School

® Danakal & Hiotre Dame Preparstory

» De 2 Satle Calleglate High Sehool @ ihe Roeper School

& Detroit Country Day Scho o Shine Catholc igh oot

» Lxiywood Kigh School ®  Uof0 Jesuk High Sctodl

Kensington 15 2 0024, inciopendent Cthole |

day school for pre-primary through efeny
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ATTENTION:
WOMEN BETWEEN 18-35

SHIFRIN-HAYWORTH MARKET RESEARCH,
Locoted in Southfield,
is conducting Market Research Interviews on
the Topic o

“WOMEN’S HEALTH ISSUES”

on
Thursday, October 24th.
It does pay $75-$ 100 for your
parlicipation time.
This is purely a market research endeavor
and no aftempt will be made to sell
you anylthing as a result of this study.

Please

CALL US AT
800-559-5954

to go through some preliminary questions.
IFyou qualify, we will then schedule you
- 11«10 participate in this research study.

at
are you going to come ta our
school?” Jakri said they ask. “It
puts them on the spot.”

since 1986, and has been a pub-
lic and privite school teacher

Jakri’s been in education

Rhaman thrives in Ac

and worked in administration.
Born and raised in Arizona, she
found Michigan has an interna-
tional flavor, more opportunity
and the state is known for edu-
cation, she said.

Noting there aren’t many
charter schools in Qakland
County, she has high praise for
traditional public schools, “The
traditional schools in Oakland
County, overall, are fabulous,
The schools ure great”

Charters offer an option for

S extended family
which includes
grandparents and
nunts and uncles, Her
brother, Mchdi,

. attends 10th grade at
o)

A,

“We have extended
families all around,
across the strect,” said
Rahman, who is
Muslin. “Everybody
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Student Council is right around us if’
President Mawa we need anything”
Rahman. Her parents like

the fact that there's
no tuition and the school is small so stu-

ademy’s environment

inform students how they can better
themselves, “They really motivate you,”
Rahman said. “They tell you what is com-
ing up and what you should look forward
to, Whatever we accomplish, they are
renlly excited about it for us as well”

Rehman heard about OIA through o
friend. “She made it sound really nice and
fun, things I would really like to do,”
Rahman said. “I was able to perform at
the highest level I could”

As student couneil president Rahman
feels that level is sct even higher. “To have
that responsibility is great, to be looked
up at”

She wants to attend the University of
Michigan in Ann A‘rbm' and enter the

dents receive more
Parents know the principal on a first-
name basis,

Teachers have lime to talk, also, and

focus, she said.

trict,

OF THE SEASON

those who don't want a big
environment or want a specific

Charters don't necessarily
start out in arcas where there -
are “ailing” schools but rather
in arcas where people fecl there
is a nced for choice, a need for
an alternative, Jakri said. *It's a
different way to approach edu-
cation. There's a charter school
in Plymouth-Canton, where
there’s a wonderful school dis-

P inecring ficld. She
had a two-month appreticeship at U of M
fast summer and worked under the guid-
ance of n chemical engineering professor.

“It's not, OK, you're failing.
We aren'’t going in for o quick
fix. It's haw we approach our
curriculum and how we chal-
lenge our children. it’s not fram
onc perspective but a varicty of
perspectives.”

For more information, call
Jafri at (248)427-1906, For
more information about char-
ter schools, in general, tap into
www. charterschools.org
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