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Principal touts charter school benefits

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Having students wear uni-
forms at Oakland International
Acndemy, a charter school and
public school of choice in
Farmington Hills, helps elimi-
nate one of the toughest parts of
adolescence,

“It removes the peer pres-
sure,” said Principal Fatima
Jakri, “It gives a more cgalitari-
an atmosphere in the school”

e former Arizona resident
fits in well with the school’s
focus on international studies,
Jaksi is German and Irish by
g{uﬁonull!y and Mustim by reli-

on,

“The majority of people feel
Muslims are of Middle Eastern
descent,” Jakri said. *In actuali-
ty, they are only about one fith
of the Muslim population in the
world. The rest are from various
countries”

The Westland resident grew
up in a Mormen family “with &,
couple Lutherans thrown in.”
She was educated in a public
school system, her mother wasa
school board member and her
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brother is a former school board
president,

*1 knew what that was like, so
Iwanted to see the flip side,”
Jakri said.

Being taught to value choices
in life prepared her for her var-
icd role at OLA, where parents
seek a different way to educate
their children,

Students come from home,
public and private schools, .

“I have students in my school
who are refugee status and are
limited English proficient,” she
sadd.

Classes arc capped at 24 stu-
dents. Of the 80-member stu-
dent body, seven are seniors
who are required to mest the
same standards as public school
graduates,

The school administers the

MEAP test and the Jown Test of

Basic Skills twice a year, along
th STAR Math and Reading
assessments,
*We feel like the state does,
that what is on the MEAP

is
something which should already

be on the curriculum,” I
sadd,
There's no special MEAP
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frcpnmdon but, maybe, 2 little
ess homework given during
that time,

Students are at the state aver-
age for writing on the MEAP.

“We struggle in social studies
as does every other school,” Jafri
said. “We have students at both
ends of the continuum and stu-
dents n the middle, If we keep
focusing on growth, we are
golng to improve aur test scores.
We focus on wherever our chil-
dren arc at, getting them as far
as we can.”

An avid Academy booster,
Jokri doesn't favor capping the
number of charter schools so
long as there is a need for
choice, If parents are unhappy
with the schoo), they'li vate with
their feet, ﬂndln another edu-
cational option for their chil-
dren,

“That is o pavental {ssue,” she
said. “The percentage of parents
hnppf»" with charter schools is
very high. We have had numer-
ous students who have been
unsuceessful in other environ-
ments and have come here and
been extremely success ﬁ:l
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the city's law works, because if a dog isn't responding to voice
u?mn;land its owner iy breaking the law by not putting it on
aleas

But the ordinance doesn't define what oral control actually
is, and there appears to be a fine line in proving what control
over the animal means, council members said.

Mayor Nancy Bates asked the city 7 to investigate
whether oral control can be defined and whether Joose dog
complaints are an issue in the city.

The penalty for not controlling a dog is a misdemeanor
punishable by up to §500 and/ or 90 days in jail.

Resident Mary Romine add the council about the
issue during Monday’s regular meeting, She identified herself
as a member of the Country Oaks Homesowners 0.

up” in a big environment have
flourished at OIA, she sald. “We
have a very nurturing environ-
ment”

Staff can tell what's going on
with their students on any given
day, “One of us can say, ‘Hey
what’s wrong? 1 saw you weren't
giving your all in gym. Did you
have a long night? What's going
on? We're able 1o network

Jafri doesn't see problem chil-
dren, but problent issues. "We
don't have weaknesses, we have
opportunities for improvement,”

she said. In the past few months, her neighbors have complained

If a child enters seventh grade abaut dogs running loose. Because her subdivision hasa
with a third grade reading level wide open commons area, owners tend to let them run loose,
that's not a roadblock. *My con- she said.
cern is how far can I grow you “They're taking themselves out for a wall,” she said of some
because I have you, We alrendy people’s attitude with their

pets,
‘have you, and you are our child” Romine said she found the dt}'s leash law to be a little too

For reasons which also loose {n terms of what it means to control a dog.
include travel time and logistics, “At least change (the ordinance) so it will n:ud to put them
childéen use their own and on a suitable leash,” she said.

Councilman Jon Grant sald some dogs are so powerful
they cannot be controlled by a leash alone, either,
llanm sald any dog running loose should be reported to the
Ice.
She said the council will examine the lssue again in & study
sesslon; no date was set.

parental transportation as well
as car pools, School startsat 8
a.m; with first hour classes at
8:15 a.m.

"1 dan’t want to start at 7:30
o.m.” Jafri said. “Oh my."
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purchases such as couniertops or appllances.

All HomeCrest
Cabinetry on sale
now and we'll pay
your safes tax!
Visit our
showroom now

to save.

Hurry sale ends
November 15,
2002,
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6 DAYS 1110
A WEEK
FRI. 11-12
LUNCH SAT. 412
& DINNER

Call Now for Reservations

227 Main St. - Downtown Rochester

248-652-2585

Make Your Holiday Reservations Now
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...for the benefit of M.LR.A.

{(Mental liiness Research Association)

Saturday
November 16, 2002
at 7:30 p.m.

ohn
CO enmott

COHCGRt

"CLARKSTON HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Funding Brain Research, Community Education & Awareness
TICKET AVAILABILITY
Orchestra Tickets $100 (include Afterglow Party with John McDermott)
Available through MIRA  Call: 248-338-1299

Mess

anine Fichets S8 e Baleony Tichets N33
|

()/@Ui TICKETMASTER @ 248-645-6666




