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Vagnozzi's style best
suits 37th District

In the battle for the 37th House District seat vacated by
aerm-limited Republican Andrew Raczl ki, voters
have a clear choice.

Republican Valerie Knol is 32, more experienced in
business than politics and holds decidedly conservative
views. Liberal Democrnt Alde Vagnozzi, 77, has decades
of local government experience nnd retired as a union
nman,

But this race isn't shout simple political differences. It's
a question of character, ethicat behavior and the chal-
lenges that come with being part of a large freshman class
created by term limits, We belicve Aldo Vagnozzi is best
snited for the task,

Yes, he'll be nearly 80 when his term is up. And we
challenge anyone who believes he's too old to try keeping
up with him for a day,

Because of his maturity and experience, Vagnozzi will
bring to Lansing an institutional wisdom and a valuable
local government perspective. He has a long history of
cthical campnigning, which will serve him well as lobby-
ists deseend on Lansing, smielling fresh blood.

We can't say the same for Knol. In her very first pitch
for ANY political office, she used last minute smear tac-

* tics, telling voters that Republican primary opy
‘Terry Sever owed Oakland County back taxes - which
came ns news to Sever, who refinanced his home this
spring to pay that bill,

It's bad enough that Knol didn't bother to thoroughly
research this “bombshell” before dropping it. But when
she learned her literature wasn't accurate, Knol blamed
Onkland County for providing faulty information. She has
never publicly apologized for maligning Sever and misin-

. forming voters, We believe her continued silence on this
issue speaks \'nll’lm‘cs.

D

to ethical poli-
tics and to the cities he'll serve give Aldo Vagnozz the
edge in this race, and we urge 37th District voters to sup-
port him on Nov. 5,

3 of 4 state ballot
proposals not needed

Voters will help decide the fate Nov. 5 of four statewide

- ballot proposals that affect how we vote, pay for water

and sewer improvements, treat state employees and
spend Michignn's share of the tabacco settlement.

‘The Observer & E ric offers the following
ments on the ballot proposals,

* Proposal 1 - I app: d, would amend Michigan clee-
tion lnws to eliminate straight-party voting in partisan
geneval eleeti provide ies for stealing i
signs or accepting payment for campaign work while
being paid as a public employce to perform cleetion
duties; and tighten other election-related rules as set
forth by the Secretary of State’s office. For those who read
the ballot lnnguage it may be confusing. You have to vote
“No” on Proposal 1 in order to preserve Michigan’s tradi-
tion of allowing straight ticket voting. At a time when the
percentuge of registered voters casting ballots rarely
exceeds 50 percent, we sec no reason to eliminate a vot-
ing option. We urge a no vote on Proposal 1,

Proposal 2 - Gives the state of Michigan authority to
issue up to 81 billion in general obligation bonds to
improve the quality of the watess of the state by financing
sewage treatment works projects, storm water projects
and water pollution projects through low interest loans to
governmental units. The proposal would provide for
repayment of the bonds from the state general fund.
Meecting federal clean water mandates continues to be n
major issue for local communities, and any help from the
state in the way of low-interest loans to pay for the man-
dates is a plus, Voters should support Proposal 2 with a
yes vote on Nov. 5,

Proposal 3 - State civil service employees, who are pro-
hibited from striking, would be given a constitutionnl
guarantee of binding arbitration to break impasses over
job conditions and wages if the proposal is approved.
Under this proposal, neither the Michigan Legislature
nor the Civil Service Commission will be allowed to
review pay increases, climinating the system of checks
and bralances. We sce no campelling reason for changing
the existing process and urge a no vote on Prlopnsnl :3

4 - ‘This proposed constituti
would mandate that 90 percent of the states annual
tobacco settl would be all dto fit hospi-

)t
tals, licensed nursing hames, hospices and the Healthy
Michigan Foundation, aleng with paying for smoking ces-
sation and prevention programs. The moncy would nuto-
matically go to these groups and the Legislature and
Governor would have no control over how it is spent.
Voters should say no on Propesal 4.
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Margaret Birney, behind counter, warks the counter at Parmeaters Cider Miltin Northville. Since Hovember of 2000, the mill has been required by law to

pass alf of Its fiiled cider bottles through a UY light pasteurizlng process,

because the process changes the taste slightly.

to ensure product safety. Some customers and mill owners aren't happy abaut It,

Campaign beauty

With the onsct of another political sea-
son, many candidates will be erecting
banners and lawn signs in hopes of catch-
ing the public’s eye.

While the Beautification Commission
applauds the efforts of all candidates who
run for public office and acknowledge
lawn signs as a fund | right of free

LETTERS

rage.
The City should encourage lh$ use of

pleased to to do so,
We did not go to the pubtic school for

city facilities by the many
in this ity. Admittedly, there may

helpin hing, We are merely trying
hing that would be beneficial to

be a fear that use of our public facilities
by groups that go uguigst ll:e socl:inl fiber

both school systems, Funds for them and
an inereased curriculum for us, I fail to

will be a form of
bX the City, However, these fears'can be

without the needless line

speech, these signs can easlly become an
eyesore in our neighborhoods and detract
from the very beauty that makes
Farmington Hills a great community to
represent.

With regards to lawn signs,
Farmington Hills relies primarily on self-
policing. Signs must be on private prop-
erty and they can't block a driver's view of
traflic, but any more than that and candi-
dates are mostly on their own,

The Beautification Commission would
Tike to remind candldates that maintain-
ingal iful and clutter-fr .
ty is a coordinated and cooperative effort.

We want you to display your name and
message in as many places as possible but
we nsk you to be mindful of where your
signs arc and how they look. And when
the campaign’s over we hope you'll take
them down as quickly as you put them

drawn at political affiliation in general.

It is apparent that lines need to be
drawn and citizens need to be protected
from some groups that may seck to use
public facilities. It is, however, important
to realize that an civic organization'’s
political endorsement is not the place to
draw the line. Such arbiteary line drawing
is not for the benefit or the protection of
this community in any way.

Timothy L. Prochke, Esq.
Farmington Hills

Soccer Issue

Just recently, a group of high school-
age girls from Farmington Hills spent
their afternoon playing soccer with
another group of girls fram Ferndale. The
team from Feendale was sponsored by the
Farmington Soccer Club, The team from
Farmington Hills was refused by the

up.
We wish all the candidates the best of

Soccer Club the opportunity
i 4ills.

Tluck and we look forward toa
campaign season.
Jan Hunt, Chalrperson

Hills ion

Nasty campaign

Among my many blessings in life,
have never met the nasty Tom Murphy
whose lengthy, anti-Vagnozzi dintribe on
your Opinion Page of Sept. 26 represents
the worst clements of the Knol
Campaign: “Ignore the issues and smear
the opposition!”

Murphy's Inck of civility in attacking
Aldo Vagnozzi typifies Knol's polities: 1f'
you have nothing to offer, attack your
opponent’s character.

Farmington/Farmington Hills' voters
won't be fooled by Ms, Knol's tactics,
Come ber she'll see how
sheis.

Dan Greanberg
Farmington Hills

Free speech

1am truly disturbed by (Farmingten
Hills) Council’s opinion that certain
groups should be excluded from use of
our public facilities based solely on an
innocucus political endorsement,

Public facilities are built for the use of
the public and community groups should
be allowed to rent these facilities in order
to further the development of the com-
munity at Inrge. To deny access to public
facilities based on socioeconomic or polit-
icnl].opinlnn or affiliation is against public

ey,

Free speech should govern what our
loeal groups do and say. In essenee, our
Council has stated that only groups who
merely sit back and don't make any men-
tion of politics ean use our public facili- -
tics.

‘This and other instances should not be

ium, but

toplnyin F

Haow could that be, you ask?

On no less than five separate oceasions
during late spring and early summer, [
contacted Kim Wong of the Farminjton
Soceer Club, advising that I have a
returning group n‘l]l { girls, all Farmington

see anything sinister in that,

Nothing that I or any other Catholie
has done, so far as | can ascertain, has
‘been to glorify the hierarchy. Weare
grateful that we have a beautiful place to
worship God,

Also, funds for defending any priest
come from insurance premiums - not
your pocketbook.

Rell Young
Farmington
Candidate’s views
1 am the Democratic candidate for the
Oakland County Board of

Commissioners, in the 15th District. I
believe Amerlen's gréatness lies in our
belief in fairness and our ability to
change ns time and circumstances
demand.

As I'walk my district I find that when
the issues are expluined in their proper
context, most involved voters agree with
me.

If we don't respect all our citizens and
look to the future necds of our county
now, we will regret it in the long run.

Recently the Republican dominated
Commission voted, along party lines, to
end the family planning program in
Oakland County.

This foolishly shortsighted vote ends a

Hills d in playing in
the Great Lakes Open Divislon as they
have for the pnst several years, I was
informed by Kim Wong that the Club was
already set for both trave) teams and
conches and therefore would not accept
this returning Farmington team.

1 reminded Ms. Wong that I was the
incumbent coach for this age group in
this Division. Ms, Wong stated that the
Club appreclated my offer to coach a trav-
¢l team, however, the Club was set.

With the FSC unwilling to sponsor a
returning team of 18 Farmington Hills
residents, the team was forced to find
another soecer club willing to sponser the
girls. Fortunately, we found a friendly
neighbor in West Bloomficld through the
Lakes Area Youth Soccer Club,

‘The FSC website indicates that the
Club includes representatives from both
City and School officials. I wonder if the
City representative is aware that an catire
team of tax-pnying residents were forced
to go to West Bloomficld to play soccer.

As the Clubs new motto states “Give us
atry. Play in Farmington.” If only the
Club would pay attention ta its own
motto.

Ed Hogan
Farmington Hills

Scurrilous letter

This is In response to the scurrilous let-
ter in the Scpt. 26 Observer signed Marie
Morgan.

As noted elsewhere in the same
Observer, Cardinal Maida came to Our
Lady of Sorrows to help us eclebrate our

construed as political d
simply a recognition of someone who
may be Jooking out for the well-being of

75th y as o parish by
at Mass. Nothing fiscal involved,
Al] donations to the Cathedral and the

the community: To deny the usc of our
public facilitics bused on this endorse-
ment is unconstitutional and is an out-

Washington Museum were strictly volun-
tary. No one has been coerced into cone
tributing to cither. A lot of Catholics are

Prog; roven to lower the rates of
unwanted pregnascy, low birth-weight
bables, infant mortality and abortion.
‘This cut unfairly affects our low-Income
and minority communitics and will cost
the county more in future health costs.

Disgracefully, the above budget cuts
affect those with the least power in our
political system, They suffer so we can
balance our budgets beeause most voters
won't be affected, so they won't notice.
This sort of irresponsibility gives “poli-
tics” n bad name,

‘We need a regional growth manage-
ment plan, to insure all our communities
have an equal voice in the future growth
of our area. Protecting our public water
supply is nlso vitally important to our

calth.

Let’s treat all our citizens fairly, regard-
less of their political power, and prepare
for the future before it passes us by.

Jim Nash
Farmingten Hills

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

Yie welcome your letlers to the editor. Please
{nciude your name, address and phone number
for verification, We ask that your tetters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Letters to the editor
Farmington Observer
33411 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

Fax
{248) 4T17-97122

E-mait
jhubred@ce homecomm.net

They're taking themsetves out for awalk.

QUOTABLE

Country Oaks homeowner Mary Rogllria, on dogs running loase; she and her neighbors would llke to see s leash law,




