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Candidates

avoid most

important state issue

With only three weeks to go ta election day,
the eandidates for governor, Lt. Gov. Dick
Posthumus and Attorney General Jennifer
Granholm, have so far clashed mainly around
social lssues,

agement of state government and finances has
realized there is basically no other issue of con-
sequence facing our state.

But you wouldn't recognize it by listening to

Posthumus wants to restrict a 's access
to abortlon in all cases except to save the moth-
er'slifc; Gmnholm is “100 percent pro choice”
On weifare reform, Granholm says job teaining
nnd family suprorx will lead

Posthumus, who sounds n bit like the u!d Alfred
E. N
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Improve traffic

1 applaud David Judge for his pcﬂku:m
cfforts to get Farmington to enforce the posted
speed limit of 25 miles per hour on city streets.

1, too, have heard the Farmington Safety
Director cite the Traffic Improvement
Association of Oakland County belief regarding
traffic speed. of manpower to enforce traf+
fics has also been cited.

e TLAOC belief allows the Farmington
Safety D:recwr 1o justify the “do nothing”
hto

of traffic speeds. This

who kept ref
*What, me \\an—y? The L ] pp
who ought t der at least some responsi lorab}

bility for the dire financial situation the state
faces, !(ccpl saying there’s no budget crisls. Cut

whilc Posthumus says welfare
recipicnts should be drug test-
ed and argues there should be
“no free lunch.”

Granholm endorses &
Vermont lnw that lets gay cou-
ples enter civil unions and
supports extending health

Phil benefits t(l) partners ull; By
state employces; Posthumus
Power ___ 1 opposcs both. Posthumus

charges Granholm comes
from a corrupt Wayne County/Detroit political
culture, while Granholm implics Posthumus
isn't interested in being governor of much more
of Michigan than Kent and Ottawn counties.

Granholm suppaorts using race as a criterion
for admission to colleges and universities, while
Posthumus opposes “affirmative action.”
Although it's hard 10 sec how the issue affects
public policy in Michigan, Posthumus opposes
reparations for deseendants of slaves, while
Granholm supports various social policies
designed to undo historic discriminuuan with-
out “writing checks,”

Atthe cnd of their largely unenlightening
debate lnst week, Posthumus charged
Granholm with pnndcring to liberal interest
groups like the NAACP and concluded that
Granholm doesn't share the values of
“Michigan’s working families”

Granhalm charged that Posth was pan-
dering to his conscrvative Right To Life base
and suggested hic was out of step with most
ordinary Michigan citizens.

‘What's fascinating about all this is the enor-
mous disconnect between what both campaigns
are saying (or slinging, in the case of all the TV
attack ads) and what by all means is the central
public policy issuc in Michigan: The state of the
cconomy and the budget msls that will imme-
diately confront wh is clected g

A survey taken by the Marketing Resource
Group in September indicated that 87 percent
of likely voters consider their top concerns, in
order, arc: the job security,

he chants, in the income and

smglu business tax rollbacks and trust my expe-
rience. That's absurd on the face of it,and a

didate as expericnced as P knows

To the degree that she discusses it, Granhalm
does o bit better. Her proposals include a 5 per-
cent cutin state government spending and, as
she said in the debate, she “docsn’t want” to
increase taxes. At least she recognizes therc isa
budget crisis looming and is responsible

The Lieutenant Governer, who ought to
shoulder at feast some responsibility for the
dire situation the state faces, keeps saying
there’s no budget crisis.

enough to realize that something serious has to
be done about it.

So how come two bright, experienced candi~
dates are essentinlly {gnoring the issue that all
the experts say ts crucial and the polls say is
uppermost in the minds of most voters?
Simple,

To talk about the state's budget situation isto
edge toward talking candidly about tax revenue
(rcgnrdcd by politicians as always fatal) nnd

budget p in detail (reg
by politicinns as a mixture of the harmful and
the borirg).

Far bctlu’. say the handlers, to talk about

social issues. Prmching to the choir consoli-
dates and motivates “the base” without having
to get into embaryassing specifics, As
Posthumus’ conservative base is by and large
defined by socinl |deolugy and support for tax
cuts, he stands to gain by framing the campaign
in this way.

ththcr lhu framing will tumn out to appeal

and health care, Socin] issues don't even make it
into the top four.
Ever since this summer, when the Citizens
h Council’s careful study of our state
budget concluded we face a “structural defieit®
of nt least $1 billion starting in fiscal 2004,
everybody who knows anything about the man-

voters = nowa n'uuontym
Mmhlgn.n and, especially, to women is very
probably another matter.

Phl Power is the Chairman of the Board of the compa-
ny thal owns this newspaper, He would be pleased to get
your reactions to this column eithier at (734) 953-2206 or
at ppower@homecomm.net.

is 1t is a severe injustice to the resi-
dents of Farmington.

Our city is charmingly built, with sidewalks
to use and many great :{esummuns to walk
including, parks and shops and schools. We are
unique compared to many other suburban com-
munities who do not have sidewalks or destina-
tions within walking distance.

These features make Farmington a desirable

~ LETTERS !

ated 14th District (roughly Fight to 34 Mile,

Haggerty to Farmington Roads, and includes

the (.ny of Fnrmlru;ton)
Man;

and improvement, upgmdinx the storm sewer
system, budget allocation and planning for
future growth and maturation of the district
wd} {w: lhc nr_ﬂ commissioner. It is crucinl

e by hing the back.
ground of the mndldalc and the job require-
ments that the person will be to per-

form.
Mﬂw Rogera s educated in conslrucﬁnn and
civil holds current emp
Wilh the Road Commission performing plan- |
ning and project management, has vast experi-
ence in handling massive project budgets and
first hand knowledge of the county budget
process, Mike also serves on the Planning
Commission for the City of Farmington Hills,
‘With all these stren, g\.hs and skills to offer,
Mlke Rogers is the wise and logical choice for

place to live, It also puts th mem
bers at risk because we do walk, bike ride, cau:h
the school bus and push strollers on these very
streets where the traffic is allowed to flowat 2
high rate of lpced

Farmington's philosophy makes it look good
to motorists from all around who choose routes
through, instead of around Farmington,
because of the traffic environment we have cre-
ated, The residents of Farmington are clearly
the losers in this situation,

Marityn Welmar

farmington

Festival response

1 am pleased to know that Ms, Knie hu
derived so much from

of the 14th District.
Nancy Bates, Mayor
Farminglon Hills
Wilitam Costlek, Former City Manager

Farmington Hilis
Limited out

‘The reasoning behind term limits is to
remove politicians before they can get too com-
fortable at the government trough. Ideally, new
people with fresh ideas will seize the opportuni-
ty to replace them.

Aldo Vagnozzi, 77. worked for a unjon before
going into a lifetime of politics. His campaign
motto, ~“Experience, experience, and experi-
ence;” should disqualify him. The State

Founder's Festival.

My point was that they are not in themselves
enough to sustain the kind of cxpenditure this
cvent requires, and that it might be time to
attempt to appeal to a broader audience, one
that might bring the revenue that downtown

ants sorely n

In answer to Ms. Morrison's Jetter which 1
assumed was directed at me, I believe thatasa
resident of the Farmington-Farmington Hills
area for 15 I have a right to state my opin-
ionon pub{mxcnu held here, whether { have
volunteered for them or not.

You'll be glad to know, however, that I HAVE
voluntecred for the festival, and the glimpse I
got into the way some things are administered
in part prompts my criticism,

Scott Stevenson
Farmington

Support Rogers

On Nov. 5 there is an election for the open
Oakland County Commission in the newly cre-

office is vacant because Rocky
Raczkowski, 33, state House majority floor
leader, law degree, and eaptain in the US.
Army reserve has too much experience. He was
“limited out”

Valerie Knol, 32, is o manager at Johnson
Contrals in Plymouth, Her critics claim she is
young and inexperienced, but these are the
desirable qualifications under current rules.
She appears knowledgeable, eager to serve and
could prove the term limits concept is more
than politicians playing musical chairs.

Hank Borgman
Farmington

Prefers Valerie

I watched our State Representative
Candidates in debating action recently.

I was impressed by Valerie Knol’s clear
mind and sound thinking. For representing
us in Lansing and elsewhere, 1 prefer Valerie,
and urge readers to vote for her,

ohn Hubbard
Fatmington Hills

E-mail your letters, news stories, photos and news tips to the
Farmington Observer at jhubred@oe.homecomm.net
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Anchor Tenants
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The Food Emporium -
Parisian

Ladics Appare!

Abercrombie & Fitch
Aan Taylor
American Eagle
August Max

Banana Republic
Casual Corner
Chico's

Coldwater Creek
GAP

Hollister

J.Crew

3. )i

Moosejaw

Petite Sophisticate
Talbota

‘Talbota Pesite
‘Talbots Women
Victoria’s Secret
White Houulmuk Mnrlun

Mens Apparel

Abercrombie & Fitch
American Eagle
Banana Republic
Eddie Bauer

Gap

Hollister

J. Crew

Mooscjaw

Orvis

Childrens Apparel
abercrombie

‘The Children's Place
Limited Too °*

GAP Kids

Electronics

EB Games
Sprine PCS

Walton Blvd. nnd Adlma Road.

Home Furnishings & Gifts

Bombay

Eddie Bauer Home
Heslops

Pottery Barn
Williams - Sonoma
Yankee Candle

Health & Beauty

Bath & Body Works
Beauty First
Creative Nail Too
GNC

Truth Spa & Salon

Restaurants

Baja Fresh

Bravo! Cucina Italiana
Cosi

Gourmee Garden
Kruse & Muer
Maggic Moo

Max & Erma's
Starbucks

www.villageofrochésterhills.com o

Footwear

Banang Republic
Haig Shoes
Orvis

Casual Corner
Shoe Deps.
Talbots

Sporting Goods, Hobbies
& Specialties

Mooscjaw

Orvis

Galletie

Harery and David

Services
PostalAnnex
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