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Sparks fly over water department efficiency

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Local residents and political
leaders 5, over the future
of the beleaguered Detroit
‘Water and Sewerage
Department at a raucous publle
hearing Tuesday in Royal Oak.

has been unfairly portrayed by
the media in recent months.
She sald the water board s not
biased agninst the suburbs.

“We are a very fair, non-par-
tisan board,” she said.

State Rep. Bob Gosselin (R-
Troy) said the current makeup
of the water board amounts to

this bill addresses;” said
Gosselin, who also represents
Rochester Hills,

Victor Merendo, the DWSD's
new director, said the taxation
analogy is off-basc, because the
department {s “totally support-
cd” by the fees it charges its
customers.

The hearing, the second of “taxation without rep
three sponsored by a state tion,” because Detroit hns more
House of sub- jon, despite the fact

committee, was held to obtain
public opinion about House
Bill 5788, which wns inuo—
duced by State ch

Drolet (R-Macom Coun!y) If
approved, the bill would give
suburban communitics more
representation on the water
board that oversces the DWSD.

Currently the water board
has seven members, with four
from Detroit, and one each
from Oakland, Macomb and
Wayne counties. The bill would
create a board with 10 mem-
bers, consisting of three from
Oakland, and two members
cach from Macomb and Wayne
counties, and Detroit. The final
member would be selected by
the governor,

The DWSD, which serves 4
milllon customers and is the
nation’s third-largest water and
sewer provider, has come under
fire in recent months on a num-
ber of issues, including mis-
management, lack of sccurity at
its facilities, and skyrocketing
water bills, More than 75 per-
cent of its customers live out-
side of Detroit.

People in the overflowing
crowd at the Royal Oak library,
which included many Detroit
residents, had varying opinlons
about the pending legislation.

Marilynn Gosling, Oaklan
County’s representative on the
water board, said the DWSD
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proj counselor, I can attest
families are stretched to the
limit," agreed CYF member
Joan MeGlincy:

Even on those rare occasions
when families arc at home,
often children and parents are
on the phone, plugged into the
computer or ather activities, so
they're still not together, she
added. CYF was inspired by a
story brondeast on MSNBC,
about n city in New Jerscy that
spent a year planning a desig-
nated “Family Night.” Schools,
civic organizations, chu
and synagogues all agreed to
suspend activities for one night,
to encourage families to stay at
home and spend time together.

“All community organizations
waorked together,” Sommers
said. “We'd like to put together
a broad-based community com-
mittee to explore the idea.”

CYF i looking for people
from across the city, because
the broader involvement they
manage, the better chance
they'l have of pulling the night
off. And while that's an impor-
tant goal, it's not the group's
only go:

One dny is a neat thing, but
one day’s not enough,”
Sommers said, “We hope fami-
lies will recognize the impor-
tance of daing this on their
own.”

To join the effort or for infor-
mation, call (248) 473-1841 or
e-mail eyf@farmlib.org

Voters
guides
available

Voter guides prepared by the
League of Women Voters for
the Nov. 5 general election are
available at all public libraries
and city/township halls in
Ouakland County.

‘There arc two guides: State
of Michigan, covering candi-
dates for federal and statewide
offices plus state ballot propos-
als; and Qakland County, cov-
cring candidntes for the state
legislature nnd connty offices
plus the counly‘i)mpos

The voter guide information
is nlso online at www.dnet.org.
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that the vast majority of water
users live in the suburbs.
“~The issuc of fafrness is what

the water board {s an "unneces-

sary action,” because the
department has already begun
implementing changes to
increase efficiency, suchasa

the people are con-
ccmcd abaut. Fairness is what

ing of’
“Yes, the water department

has had some incfficiencies in
the past, but we are striving to
get better under my leadership,”
he said. *The bill will just
increase bureaucracy and result
in higher costs for water service
in Southeast Michigan.”

Matt Pryorj the mayor of
‘Troy, said suburban customers
are having to foot most of the
bill for impravements to the
DWSD system, and should
therefore have more say in the
way the department operates,

“What we're saying in the
suburbs is that we're not.
happy,” Pryor said. “My com-

munity wants regional partici-
pnllon, because we pay part of
the regional cost.”

John Grace, a Rochester
attorney, said he doesn't under-
stand why there is such hostili-
ty directed toward the DWSD,
which he believes providesa
great service, He said the sub-
urbs should be more coopera-
tive and let the department sort
out its problems.

“In my opinion, two words
sum up the Detroit water
department: Detroit delivers,”
hesald. “Let’s concentrate on
the good of everyone, and let

this system work”

Gosling agreed, and pleaded
with the members of the sub-
committee to kill the legisla-
tion.

“Future wars will be fought
aver clean, drinkable water.
Don't make this the first,” she

said.

The third and final subcom-
mittee hearing is scheduled for
7 pam., Oct. 24 in Detroit at the
Northwest Activities Center,
which is located at 18100
Meyers.
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WE'VE EXTENDED THE SALE THRU TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22!

The more you spend, the bigger your reward;

Spend: Receive:
enjoy one 10,00 pansian Reward*
100.00 enjoy two 10.00 Parisian Rewards*
150.00 enjoy three 18.00 pasisian Rewarils®

—50.00

There are no limits! For evary 50.00 you spend, we will continue to give: you a 10.00 e
10 RECEIVE YOUT PARISIAN REWARD. SIMPLY TAXF YOUR TDTAL DAY'S RECEIPTS 10 THE NEDEMPTIOH AREA IR GUSTOMER SIAVICE

Don't miss this chance to get rewarded for shopping at Parisian!

us1ut 2pply When TpEning yous Fewardt. Cannal tedersh s Lash o recervE CAsh BAcs Hedrrmal
innot e tombioed with ady othel covpan o discount Must present Parnian Rewatd Lo ot
Cannct be applied to Neme purchased helore Wednesday Otlobec 23

$10SHOPPING REWAR

For every 50.00 you spend, we’ll give you a 10.00 reward” for your nexi purchase.
Sunday, October 20 only!

USE YOUR PARIStAN AEWARD WEDNESUAY OCI0BER 23 THRY 1HUNSOAY QCTOBIH 31

Weaneutay
R on purcts

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

1 tor your next Pansiin purchase

VISIT PARISIAN.COM TO SEE HUNDREDS OF THE ITEMS WE HAVE ON SALE. ___J

CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS; The Vilage of Rochester Hilis and Laurel Park Place open Sun, 128, Mon.-Sat. 10-. FOR INFORMATION cal

The Vilage of Rochester Hirla (248) 276-6705 or Lauret Park Place (734} 9537500, CHARQGN [T} Pavisian Crodit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the Amencan

Cerd or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF

ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMB ROAD AND WALTOH STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE [N LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SO MILE ROAD.
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