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Enberg: Test ‘mania’
will not drive schools

BY SUL BUCK
STASF WRITER

Farmington School Board
President Linda Enberg, usunl-
ly low-key in her comments,
was direct about zchievement
and the M Michigan
Educational Asscssment
Program test {n the i

‘Every school in the country
will be assigned a pass o fail
rating under this act.

Linda Enberg
school board president I

Public School District.

“Standards arc higher todny
than they have ever been
before,” Enberg sald at the
recent Senior Adult Forum
Breakfast, The annual break-
fast was held at the Costick
Activitics Center,

She referenced "No Child
Left Behind,” a federal program
that aims to improve schools.

“Every school in the country
will be assigned a pass or fail
roting under this nct,” Enberg
snid,

The nctual criterin for the
rating is decided by the state.
“You can imagine our surprise
when we discovered 1,500
schools on the state failing list,”
‘Enberg said. “You can also
4magine our surprise when we
saw Arkansas and Wyoming
‘had no schools on the state fail-
ing list. We know Michigan
schools for ycars have scored
‘well above the national average
:in math and reading while
-Arkansas and Wyoming have
been below the national aver-
‘nge. Michigan happens to have
some of the most demanding
eduentional standards, You can
be proud of that™

According to Michigan stan-
durds, every school must
‘improve their MEAP test cach
year in four categories, math,
reading, science and social sci-
ence.

They also require similar
improvements for subgroups or
subpopulations like boys, girls,
bilingun! students and special
education students in every
test, every year.

*Michigan has tough criterin,’
Enberg said, “It was announced
this summer that 10 of 2001
Michigan National Blue
Ribbon Schools were placed on
the failing school list in 2002,
including our own Hillside
Elementary™

IT'S 'BALONEY’

*“What n bunch of buloney,”
Enberg said, “How can it be

National Blue Ribbon status
onc year which, by the way,
requires a 50-page application
and then the next year ends up
on the failing school list? As
you can see, something needs
to be adjusted. Please don't get
me wrong. Our schools need to
improve and they arc improv-
ing from the inside out.”

These improvements will be
measured by the standardized
tests, the MEAP, but not solely
driven by “test mania,” which
currently grips the state and
the nation, Enberg said.

*“The message is this: We will
not allow the magic and mira-
cle of teaching and learning to
be driven by a single test, Our
community wants more than
that. We refuse to lower our
standards in the district in
order to look better to the
press. We remaln unwavering
in our commitment to insure
that every child thrives under
our watch and we will do the
best for kids,”

Shie quoted State School
Superintendent Tom Watkins
who said, *The real statue of
{iberty, the symbol of hope and
opportunity in Ameries, is not
just in the New York harbor, it
lies ever day in the classrooms
of our public schools.”

Our community is rich
because of your presence,
Enberg told seniors. “You are
role models. You provide us
with spirit and energy”

She cited the importance of
connecting with children,

“Commit to touching in your
life at least one child in your
family or neighborhood,
Enberg said.

There's implications of the
benefits for early childhood
experiences like Lalking, read-
ing, explaining and providing a
supportive cat, she said,

that a school is
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0Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard and Farmington Hills Police Chief

William Dwyer (center) discuss Operation DASH for Devil's Night and
Haltoween In Farmington Hills,

HELICOPTERS

FROM PAGE A1

zone for parents. We haven't had
any problems in the past.”
Boucliard talked nbout the avi-

source of heat.

Along those same lines, the
helicopters come with a Lo-Jack
system to assist with stolen car
recoveries, picking up n signal
from a 15-mile radius.

Aheavy-duty spotlight
ntluc{\‘cd to the helicopter is

ation unit and §
during a Tuesday press confer-
ence.

The two helicopters are well-
cquipped to assist ground units
in locating missing children,
detecting fires and curbing ear
chases.

Pilot Gary Boudreau said each
helicopter is equipped with an
infra-red lens that ean detect n
onc-degree difference in temper-
ature,

*We can’t see through water or
abuilding, But we can tell the
difference between dogs, deer
and people — no prablem.”

‘The FLIR unit (Forward
Looking Infra Red) is especially
uscful at night in locating a per-
son trying to hide beneath a car
or a missing child that wandered
offinto the woods.

Boudreau sald the unit is sen-
sitive cnough that from 600 fect
up he can tell i a car had just left
a parking spot. It’s also uscful
\s‘Ecn a fire alarm triggers, help-
ing firefighters to pinpoint the

T a foutbal)
ficld from 500 fect in the sky.

Strect mapping equipment
provides the pilots with an exact
location of cvery nddress in
Onkland County. It also tells the
pilot how long it will take to
reach that destination paint and
how much fuel the trip will
require.

Hendquartered in Pontiac, the
helicopters can veach any point
in the county within six minutes,
Boudreau said. They typically
travel 70 mph nt around 700 feet
up but can reach speeds of 130
mph if necessary.

“More and more, aviation
units nre becoming a key compo-
nent in public safety,” Bouchard
said, "Los Angeles County just
added 12 helicopters to its {lect.”

Tn Michigan, Warren and
Detruit arc the only ather potice
departments with avintion units.

Stalf writer Paul R. Pace contributed to
this repord.
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tIce

lishes six newspapers in
‘Wayne County and nine in
Oakland County.

The guide will also be avail-
n!)lc on site. Though the total

Show Spectacular board have
reached an agreement that
makes the Observer the pub-
lisher of the official Iee
Festival guide.

The guide, which will fea-
ture everything a reader needs
to know about the annual ice
show, will be published in
carly January. It will appear
in Wayne County and selected
Oakland County publications.
‘The newspaper company pub-

ion of the guide is yet
to be determined, total num-
ber of copies will be more
than four times what was dis-
tributed last year.
The ice festival is scheduled
for Jan. 17-20.
e is for one

who organizes the ice show,
*The Obscrver has a great
reputation, o great distribu-
tion system and outstanding
readership, We couldn’t be
more pleased.”

‘The program will feature a
full-color restaurant guide,
including a comprehensive
listing of area restaurants, It
will also contain a Web site
and promotional ads to help

year, with the Observer main-
taining right of first refusal
for the 2004 guide.

“The partnership with the
Obscrver is n great one,” said
Mike Watts, of Watts Up Ine,,

O&E officials think their
newspaper group is the per-
fect vehicle for producing the
official gulde because both are
very immersed {n local com-
munity life.

O&E publisher of official Ice Festival guide

*“Our newspapers have the

{)owcr to appeal to o very

arge, diverse nudience,” said
Lisa Rudy, retail advertising
manager for the Observer
Newspapers. “The lee festival
is one of the most identifiable
features of the Plymouth com-
munity, and the Observer is
proud to be their partner”

Anyone Interested in advertising in
the olficial 2003 Plymouth
International fce Show Spectacutar
Gulde should call Lisa Watker~
Kadrich, (T34) 953-2168.

bkadrich@oehomecomennet | (734) 455~
700

2615 W,
{248) 634-3008

Firm but fair:

Someone you can count on!

3id fo¢ by Commirien fo Elect Dariel P, 'Brien, Circut Jusge
12 k4 Road, Berkley, W, 48072

Experience: .

anie! Patrick

’

FOR OAKLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

« Former Oakland County Assistant Prosccutor, Oakland Circuit Court

Research Attorncy and Assistant City Attomey.

« Currently as a private practice attomey handling Family Law, Criminal

and Civil cases
Integrity and Dignity: A person of impeccable character with solid work cthic

that will handle people in his court with dignity and compassion.
Comnion Sense: An cxpericnced atlorney who offers a common sense

approach to Family Law.
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7314-699-6639 (I5B)

Detrall
313-832-7971 (1SB)

Interest-bearing checking
FEAGNTAR IBC,

Free unlimited checkwriting
Free online banking

Free 6 months online
bill payment**

Free ATM/Visa debit card *+

(good at 12 million locatiots)

Free mortgage profile and
credit review

Free retirement and investment
profile every year

No monthly service cﬁarge***

$250 off your closing cost****
(when buying a home with Flagstar)

AnnAthor Chaterfleld Howell
734.663-9699 (T) S86-421.0388 (ISH)  517-552.9655 ()
734-994-7800 (1) 486-716-2073 ()

734-214-2268 (D) Livonis
734-528-2688 (T Clinton In!’lmhlp 734.953.6890 (D)
2634971
Belleville 386363 ® Madisan Hrights

248.588-6777 (1)

248-543-181741SD)

Beverly 1ills Farmington Hills Poatine
24B-G46-6388 (D) 248-324-0013 (1) 248-475-0696 (T)
WoomNed Hills

Fenton Rochaater
248-98K-8613 (1) B10-714-2734 () 248.652.9792 (M
Canton Goodison Raseville
349814942 (1Y 248-6506184 (T $86-778-8043 (ISB)Y

You like free stuff ... you like apples?
How do you like these apples?

We’ll pay you $10 for
your old bank checks.

FILAGST R

-_.._ BANK

Sterling Helghts
386-803.1180 (1)
$86-268-3210 (D

Taylor
313-299-0186 (1S

Troy

248-312-5400 (T)
248:288-6559 (1)
248-435-0059 (ISB)

Waterford
24B-674.1380 (T

Weutland
733.524-0798 (1)

Convenience you can count on,
Convenient sit-down banking.

We'll meet you anywhere;
anytime for a home loan.

800-642-0039

888-LOAN-FSB

Lobby:

1D Traditivnad Banking Ceoterse,
Drivel'p: 730 am. - 230 m Monday-Fridsy

230 am. - noon Sarrday

S Open anew Flagstar 35 checking

(ST do:Stoxe Hankiag Conters:

Opee 10am - 7 v Monday » Triday
10 am. « 4 pus. Saunlay
Booa - 4 pum. Sunday

aceount and

receive 30 apy until January 20057 K tor detaods



