_ mwwobservetandectentric com

| LOCAL ARTS |

Observer & Cecentric | Thursday, October 312002 o B

PROPOSAL A

FROMPAGE B!

munities, I'm pessimistic how

much will come down to cul-

ture, I'm also concerned about
contributions, grants and ticket
sales, how will it affect peaple
who make contributions”

Jennifer Tobin has the same
concerns as exceutive director
of the Plymouth Community

Arts Council 50 she's been talk-

Ing to local officials about dis-

- tributing the money. The non-
profit organization depends on
individual and corporate con-
tributions as well as grants
from the state to present exhi-
bitions, concerts and classes, If
Tobin receives the new moncy,
she has plans to institute out-
reach programa like “Art Van
Gogh" to take art activitics to
the parks and kids. The van was
in the dreaming stage long
before Proposal K.

“Of course I support it, Why
wouldn't 1? The money will be
used for the arts for the big 17
but it’s questionable at the loca
leve),” sald Tobin. “The fear is
when somcone reads (in the
newspaper) you get a grant
from the state they figurc you
don't need local moncy. With

Proposal K, we're concerned
the contributions will dry up as
well ns grants from Michigan
Councll for Arts & Cultural
Affnirs.

MORE CONCERNS

Evelyn Orbach shared similar
concerns as artistie director of
the Jewish Ensemble Theatre, n
professional company based in
West Bloomficld, Like the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council, JET survives on indi-
vidunl and corporate contribu-
tion as well as MCACA grants
to present its theater scason
and outreach productions that
teach children about the end
results of bullying, name calling

nd hate,

*1am theilled that the propos-
al 1o support the arts bolsters
the major institutions but I'm
concerned the mid-size and
small art organizations are anly
partially included if at all;” said
Orbach, “It’s difficult for mid-
size organizations like JET
becausc of the lower level fund-
ing available, Proposal K stands
little chance of affecting us posi-
tively. [ urge communities to
make sure deserving arts organ-
izations get a picce of that”

Canton Township Supervisor
Thomas Yack promiscs local
arts organizations that
Proposal K money would go for
cultural programming. He sald
Canton hins already invested in
recreational and leisure servic-
cs. having built the Summit on

the Park recreation center sev-
eml years ugo.

Yack has a uniquc perspee-
tive on Proposal K. When it
was broughit up four years ago,
he was a member of the
Conference of Western Wayne
which was asked to make rec-
ommendations. It advised
Detroit Renaissance and the
Citizens Rescarch Council of
Michigan, which first proposed
a regional tax to suppart cultur-
al organizations, to reduce the
millage from one mill toa half
mill and to include local recre-
ation and arts organizations.

He makes the point that tax-
payers see a lot of countywide
millage requests that don't

retain funds for local communi- |

tles.
*I don’t know what's going to
happen in other communities

. "0f course | support |t Why

wouldn't I? The money will
be used for the arts for the
big 17 but it's questionable
at the local level.’

Jenaifer Tobin
Plymouth Community Arts Council I

Orchestra's programming, her
first goal as exceutive dircctor
would be to go back to offering
six concerts a year. Like the
Livonin Symphony, the BBSO
had to cut back to five pro-
grams this season ductoa
decline in giving.

She'd also like to work with
recreation proponents to make
it & win-win situation for every-
one.

“The doum are opcn 50 I'm

;' said L

supporting muslc and theater,”
o vae

Elaine Ohino Is confident that
Rochester officials, like Yack in
Canton, would designate funds
directly to Palnt Creek Center
for the

“We'd lﬂ(e it to pass,” said
Ohno, director of marketing and
development for the arts center,
“Proposal K is a much-needed
saume of nddmonnl dnllm,

ruposnl Kisletting pcople
know how important arts,
parks and kids are for any com-
munity. Funding should funnel
down to the community
because it shows how arts plays
a part with communities.

“We'd like to expand our
Symphony & Schools project
taking music into the class-
rooms but if we don't receive
any money for that there are
ways we could work together
with ion. If a new ball

rrently,

l.hc Arts &App]n.'l Festival, cdn-
cation tuition, and the sale of art
from our exhibitions as well s o
Michigan Couneil for Arts &
Cuitural Affairs grant. The grant
is rewritten every year. We never
know from year to year how
much money we will have to
work with, which makes plan-
ning ahead difficult. We are self-
susuﬂnmghut itsalwaysa
struggle”

While Carla Lamphere wants
ta cxptmd the Bnrmmghnm-

field s constructed it would be
awonderful idea to have the
orchestra play the Star
Spangled Banner. It's imror-
tant that a person be wel
rounded. I'd like to see outdoor
concerts in the park, make
music a part of the plan for
parks and the kids.”

Have an interesting idea for a story?
Cali Observer & Eccentric arts
repotter Linda Ann Chomin

at (734) 953-2145 or send e-mail

to

net,

DRACULA

‘It's such a powerful,

“Its such lpawerful, roman-
tic and sensual show,” said

FROMPAGE B - - : nsual Beckett of Holly. “It’s good ver-
tricks and specinl romartic and e ’ Shwj o c“lgool\g.y She's il::;hr:edti‘\-
are magic an . 1 mate '8 pure
mﬁ’hé"uf i .Jt's good versus evil. and 1?,.,.‘00&,,!3‘., immr-
to other TS ty brings with it the ty to
bcfm :he nudimm llsvcrysmry Keistin Beckett controt olhlrl. Alot of people
actiess, Holly l are dto mmnmhvy and
whu:h add that ceric quality to it” what that represents”

But don't leave the kids at of Farmington Hills) unwittingly ~ Gjon Vata {s just trying to
home. King's says they'll love does his master’s bidding, letting  create a Dracula who acts as if’
watching Dracula’s Brides in the vamplre into the asylum. he's wiser for having lived a.
the ballet-like dream “Renfield's not really insane  thousand years. This is his first
sequences. Tess Goldbergcho-  but gradually goes crazy when  production but hc isn't scared
reagraphed the dances, he's forced into Dracula's serv-  of doing a good job.

King is going all out to sevive  icc,” said Nash, a studentat “He's kind of evﬂ said Vata,
the theater program at Oakland  OCC, “The challen a graduate of ‘Walled Lake
Community College since first ~ Renficld goes absolutely nuts,  Western High School who's
Joining the faculty in 2001, He's flalling around and I don't  studying architecture at 0CC.
Judging by the 100 actors who  want to tear down the set. *He gets younger as he drinks
turned out for the auditions, “I've had a ball playing the more blood. He seduces all the
she's headed in the right direc-  part. I'm not a fan of horror young women. The challenge is
tion, Eventually, King would genre but stage horror is better  todeliverlines bellevably”
like to expand the seasonand - than movie horror any day” Robert Adler’s serious about
theater classes offered. his role of the Old Count when

“It’s really a story about the DREAM ROLE he's in character, is
seductive nature of evil,” said another matter for the West
King. “They've never scen this Kristin Beckett has longed to  Bloomfield resident.
nnry ponmyed inthiscreative  play a role in Dracula since she “Dracula starts out old and is

and very specinl way. It's like a
fairy tale, a fantasy, J wouldn't
leave the children at home, They
love seary stories, The audience
will be mesmerized by Drucula's
castle at Carfux off in the dis-
tance. It will be vivid and unfor-
gettable. Carfax is attached to

the asylum by tunnels”

It is through those tunnels
Drecula makes his way to bite
the necks of Lucy and Mina.
Renfield {played by Sean Nash

was very young. Mina isa
departure from the emotionally
intense and twisted characters
she usually plays. Beckett start-
cd her theater career by per-
forming in several productions
at Southfield Lathrup High
School, She went on to become
un understudy at Purple Rose
Theater in Chelsea and studied
with Jeff Daniels, star of films
such as 101 Dalmatians and
Dumb and Dumber.

drinking his way into this group
of ple;” said Adler. “He wants
ite Harker (a real estate

ugem trying to finalize the sale
on a castie for him) all the time.
Thave these e

But at rehearsal time, neither
Druculn had their vampire fangs
so neither was doing any biting -
maldng both a littlc less scary
than they'll be on opening night.
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