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Eisenhower Dance E

BY LINDA AN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Laurie Eisenhower leads the
leaping dancers aeross the floor
in Varner Hall at Oakland
University in Rochester. The
athleticism of her choreography
keeps the Elsenhower Dance
Ensemble in shape — that and
cnsses in technique, modern
and ballet, scveral times o week.
‘The seven-member troupe
works nearly six hours a day,
Monday through Friday, to
remain one of Michigan's pre-
mier contemporary dance com-
panies. Eisenhower knows
what it takes to remain in the
top ranks of professional dance.
She performed with Pilobolus
Dance Theatre and David
Parsons in New York City
before earning a master of fine
arts degree from Arizona State
University and landing s posi-
tion in 1986 as a dance profes-
sor at Oakland University. .
After o bricf break,
Eisenthower assumes her rolc as
artistie director of the enseni-
ble, taking a seat along the back
of the mirrored space. She
watehes quictly, not interrupt-
ing dancers as they run through

her dramatic Trilogy, one of the -

picces in the opening concert of
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble’s
12th season Saturday, Nov. 2, in
Varner Recital Hall, The pro-
gram features the revival of two
popular works by Eisenhower

— the powerful Trilogy, featur-
ing guest artist Gregory
Patterson, and the comedic Not
Even a Posteard, a collaboration
with Oakland University theater
professor Kn;g;s{mrid an.

Strength and power
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EISENHONER
DANCE ENSEMBLE

What: The professional
dance company opens its
T12th season with On.the Move

When: 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 2

Where: Varner Recital Hall
on the campus of Oakland
University, Rochester

Tickets: $12, $10 seniors, $6
students. Call {(248) 370-3013
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pany since the beginning and
enjoys introducing children to
danee at motion/lecture
demonstrations company

Alpena. They've already danced
in Chicago and Arizona carlier
this year,

DANCE VARIETY

“It's everything from drama
to pure dance to comedy. I try
to program a variety so it's fun
nnd exciting,” said Eisenhower
who founded EDE after the
Oakland University troupe she
directed, Harbinger Dance
Ooppnny, folded. *I'm interest-

Etchings, a trio set to the con-
temporary music of Blue Man
Group, and Blues, performed by
the Center Dance Ensemble, a
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Christina Tasco demonstrates why she refers ta Tritogy as a dance of strength
and power,

“With this picee there's a nice
energy; said Woodberry-Means
of Detroit. “You get to dance full,
There's lats of partnering, lots of

t ive throughout the
state, The Rochester Hills resi-
dent started dancing at age 4
and by 12 joined the Michigan
Ballet Theatre, She carned &
bachelor of fine arts degree in
dance from Oakland University
and is now EDE's assistant
director.

. “Down \r,’zh)k was ori.ginully

work.
Company members have a
varicty of reasons for joining
ond staying with Eisenhower
Dance Ensemble., Carisss Wong
moved to Orion Township from
Californin after auditioning in

jumps and bl }

or kids,” Pizzo

said, “During our demonstra-

tions we talk about dance, how

dance can help them to learn,

‘We demonstrate the different

styles of dance, what it istobe o
ional dancer.

New York in June. Eisenhower
holds auditions around the
country for dancers. Philip

ediny danccasanart Lecte is originally from

form. Ilove graph Yashington D.C. Shauna
working with dancers — the Conzaman danced with the
process and creativity. Ohio Ballet four seasons before

“Trilogy premicred last year

y dance h atthe M b Center (for the
based at the EDE Center for Performing Arts). it's o dramat-
Dance and directed by former  ic work, my most religious
Eiscnhower Dance Ensemble imagery. It takes images like
member Anne Bak Marine. the watk to the crucifixion,

Eisenhower Dance Ensemble  Jesus before he knew he was
isa repertory company that going to be crucified.”
performs works by a variety of ‘The deep burgundy of Leslie

choreographers. Other selec-
tions include Erica Wilson-
Perkins’ Fight Water, an
intense, driven work with
images of martial arts and
meditation, The company’s
assistant director, Stephanie
Pizzo, ndds a jazzy flair with
her Down With It.

‘They won't have time to
rehearse all the works today
though. In a few hours, the
company leaves for perform-
ances sponsored by the
Thunder Bay Arts Council in

Littell’s costumes sct the tone
for the moving picce danced to
Car] Orff's Music Poetica and
Das Schufwerk. Performing
physically challenging dances
like Trilogyis one of the rea-
sans Michael Woodberry-
Means is excited about joining
EDE. This is his first scason
with the company after receiv-
ing a master of fine arts degree
from the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor.
Woodberry-Means formerly
danced with Peter Sparling.

“‘Punch-Drunk Love' leaves you addled, a little dizzy
and overcoms by a pleasing, unplaceable sensation —
one best summed up in the movie's title.”

AQ. Scott, The New Yok Tuzan

“Amazing.’
Bavid A, Hewrwk

ADAM SAHD

moving to Rochester Hills,

Jacquelene Boucard formerly
lived in Salt Lake City before
joining the ensemble six years
‘ago. She's now in her seventh
season.

“It's challenging to balance
everything” Boucard said, "With
EDE we have a wonderful oppor-
tunity o not only perform, but
teach (at EDE Center for Dance)}
and choreograph, It's rare lo be
doing what you love to do. Dance
is very competitive. I've been to
auditions where there are 600
people for one position.

“With EDE [ like the variety,
everything from comedy to dra-
matics. We always have guest
choreographers. It challenges us™

LONG-TIME MEMBER
Pizzo has been with the com-
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“Down with It is sct to music
by John Hanks, Mix #2. It's
supposed to be fun and for
them to enjoy. Kids like to see
what you can do and all types of
dance. It has a jazzy feel, kind
of MTV. There's lots of move-
ment, Dancers wear a bascball
cap, They tum it around and
suddenly they're funky strect,
hip hop. I heard the music and
tried to make it as fun for meas
adancer to do as possible and
for the kids”

The second concert of the
scason, Saturday, Nov. 23, at
the Seligman Family
Performing Arts Center in
Beverly Hills, should delight
children as well. The Land of
Nod and other dances is billed
as a "fun and surreal journey
into fantasy” that's based on
children’s tales,

NewDANCEfest follows
Friday, Feb. 7, at Troy High
School. Steven lannocone’s
Bolero, to Maurice Ravel's score,
premieres Friday, April 11, at the
Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts on a program
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titled Myth and Magic. For the
grand finale of the season, EDE
joins forees with Detroit
Chamber Winds & Strings and
the Great Lakes Chamber Music
Festival to present Igor
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ble opens season with dramatic Trilogy .

Stravinsky's classic L'Historie du
Soldat (The Solder’s Tale)with
choreography by Bill DeYoung
of Ann Arbor.
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Watch the Movie Surfers
*The Santa Clause 2"on Disney Channel
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