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LANDSCAPES

FROM PAGE A1

tee, Nominces were judged on
uniqueness, maintenance, curb
appeal and deslgn, Landscape
s well ag the building or hame
were taken into considerntion
in the sclection process.

The Santonis have been mar-
ried 61 years and have lived in
Farmington 31 years.

“Instend of Vic Tanny, we do
this,” Joe Santoni said of the
waork involved in maintaining
their environmenta] work of

art

Highlights of the Santonis’
award-winning cntry on
Smithfield in Farmington
include a varicly of trees, three
large mounds covered with red
lavn rocks

One residential winner was
picked from each of
Farmington's six voting
precincts. Other residential
winners included Ken and
Linda Chiara, Precinet 15
Michael and Susan Burns,
Precinct 2; Janet MeIntosh,
Precinct 3; William and Karen
Campbell, Precinct 4; David
and Karen Albrecht, Precinct
5, and Joseph and Georgia
Santoni, Precinct 6.

Business winners were Three
Ouks Furniture, 33021 Grand
River; Mobil, 33330 Eight
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Fresh Approach won the Mayor's
TJrophy for Farmington's
Enviconmental Awards.

Grand River, which received
Chamber of Commeree honors.
Owner Diane Cassidy said
that after years of receiving
honorable mention, winning
an nward wus satisfying.
“We've always gotten some
recognition, but for us, it was
quite n big thrill,” Cassidy said,
Several citizens were also
honored in the rf:ccptfm;urds

Mailets in House race spur conflict

BY HEATHER NECOHAM
STAFF WRISER

Democratic state House candidate Aldo
Vagnozzi - as well as a Montana-based
political research organization - have
denounced what they describe as n smear

{gn by bl Valerie
Knol,

The Republican party and Knol, howev-
er, maintain that voters need to know
‘Vagnozzi'’s stance on important issues.
Further, Knol said that she had nothing to
do with the recent campaign mailings.

Vagnozzi and Knol ave vying for the 37th
state H t ing Farmingt
uind Farmington Hills in the Nov, 5 elec-
tion.

Recent campaign literature mailed to
voters, paid for by the Michigan

blican State C i it

They

W Marianne Hellebuyck,
known as the “flower lndy” for
her sun hat, smile, and garden
design business, She is a mem-
ber of the Commission on the
Envirenment and chairwoman
of the Remembrance Tree
Program,

A Nancy Leonard, charter
member of the Historical
Commission sinco its 1974
inception and tireless Warner
mansion volunteer.

M Michaol and Kelly
Nowak, owners of the full-
sorvice salon, Legato. Mike

some facts about Vagnozzi's stance on
issues to Project Vote Smart. The
Montana-based national research organi-

“Project Voto Smart does not substan-
tinte the basis of the attack and in fact
finds the nttack false. It is Project Vote
Smart's policy to condemn any use of its
name and programa for negative or par-
tisan political advertising of any kind.
Such activity cheats thnj public of their

Whon asked whether he thought the
campaign literature would hurt his cam-
paign, he said no.

*We're just going to koep working
hard,” Vagnozzi said, adding that he
would continue his doos-to-door effort.
The House Ropublican Campaign

in a written’ dis-

need for trusted, t
factual information,” s Voto Smart press
release stated.

On the Web site, voters can aee how
difforent political candidates across tho

accurate, C

agreed about the campaign litorature
facts being inaccurate. The committes
also disogreed with Vote Smart's asser-
tion that non response does not equal

nation ded t on abor-
tion issues, taxos, campaign finance,

crime,
ment, health, wellare and legislative pri-
orities. Candidates who participate may
check off statements that they support,
1In Vognozzi'a case, he checked off sov-
eral statoments pertaining to abortion,
but loft two statoments blank - includ-
ing “abortions should always be illegal,”
“pliminate public funding for n'bortiens

“Last time I checked, if you don’t sup.
port hing, you arc against it,” said
House Spoaker Rick Johnson.

*(Vagnozzi's) upset that we're pointing
out his flip-flops and doubletalking and
poor public policy.”
Knol, who like Vafnuzzi is continuing an
" ve door-t ign effort,

snid that she did not send the litemture.
She also said that it would be "illegal” for
her to knowingly send it. She did, however,

nr:d public funding or that

zation that iles answers to i
from political candidates on its Web site,
www.votc-smart.org.

Adclaide Elm, senlor advisor with
Project Vote Smart, debunked scveral
statements in the anti-Vagnozzi literature,
including claims that Vagnozzi would fight
against teacher testing and morit pay,
support taxpayer-funded abortions,
inerease welfare spending, loosen wel-
fare reform and cut prigon funding.

‘Theso statements, all attributed to
Project Voto Smart, are false, according

or perform abortions.”

This is how the cnmpaign literature
misr ed the informati Im
said.

“If candidates don't check off & state-
ment, it doesn’t mean that they're
againat it. That ia a very clear distor-
tion,” sho said.

As of Oct. 29, Knol had not responded
to the questions in the National Political
Awareness Test on the Voto Smart site.

Vagnozzi snid that other voters - both
Domocrat and Ropublican - have

receive one of the campaign leaflets bear-
ing her name in the mail.

“The facts mentioned in the state
Republican Party's mailer are well docu-
mented and accurately cited. Anyone can
go to the Vote Smart Web page and sce for
themselves the liberal positions my oppo-
nent supports,” Knol sald.

“Some of them, like his stance on tax-
payer funded abortion, welfare reform and
public safety, are extreme and out of step
with our area,” she said. “This race is about
swhich candidate has the better vision for
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Knollenberg, Oakland County
Sheriff Michnel Bouchard,

ools
Suircdnlcndmt Bob Maxfield,
Hills Mayor Nancy Bates and
Farmington Mayor James
Mitchell,

Hoffinan sald referrals to the
program have increased 36
pereent in the past fiscal year.

Outgoing board chairwoman
Sharon Vincent said in her
annual report that the board
and volunteers have given
more than 2,500 hours to the
nonprofit organization’s many
programs, such as Mentor's
Plus, Family Education, the
Summer Activities Center,
Summer Youth Theater, Camp
Scholarships, Youth
Recognition, ond other come
munity meetings.

“This year saw a dramatic
growth in our Summer
Activities Center and the addi-
tion of a Summer Youth
Theater project,” Vincent sald.

“Plans are currently under
way for an exciting Second
g:mm;‘ s&lho‘mh!p offered

TOU c generous support
of Akebono;" she added. PPo

Vincent went on to say FYA's
successes can be measured in
the faces of the teens at the
Summer Activities Center, by
notes from youth whohad s
great camp experience, by the
internctions with the after-
school tutors, and by the
responses from families who
have received cou help;
and family education services, *
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