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North win remembered as major upset

Isuspecta
few more stu-
dents, espe-
cially those
who play foot-
ball, Emvc

particular dis-
n pl nyli‘n the
0'Meara trophy case at
LLLICI i
Farmington High School this
week,

Behind one of the glass
enclosures is a tribute to the
1978 Raiders football team, the
state runner-up in the Class A
tournament.

‘What catches your eye first is
the large tenm photo. Among
the items of memorabilin isa
recognition of Notth's 27-6 vic-
tory over Birmingham Brother
Rice in a semifinal game,

At times, as I've stood in the
hallway outside the gym wait-
ing for a varsity basketball
game to begin, 1've looked at
that and wondered if the stu-
dents wha've passed that way in
the years since have any {dca
how blg a win it was.

‘That win - and finishing sec+
ond in the state - was one of
two major achtevements in the
school's football history. The
other was winning the mythical
state title in 1970,

Rice was the defending state
champion in 1976, The unde-
feated Warriors were not just
ranked No. 1in the state but
also the country by USA Today.

North, obviously, had a good
team, too. The Raiders also
were 10-0 at the time, but they
were still big-time underdogs.
1'd say their win remains one of
the biggest upsets in playoff’
history.

Now a second meeting
between the North and Brother
Rice football teams in a playoff
game Saturday has revived
memoties of the first one 24

years ago.

*I just remember the tremen-
dous fan support and what &
tremendous win it was for us,”
said North coach Rich Burrell,
who was one of the North play-
ers in 1978,

“It was much like this time.
Nobody was givihg us a chance.

No, It's not an advertisement for the U.S. Marine Corps. The quys with the fresh halrcuts are members of the North
Farmington football team, The majority of the Ralders shaved thelr heads In celebration of belng Oakland Activities
Assaciatlon Division il co-champs with Farmington. As for head coach Rich Burrell {front row, third from the right},
well, lie Just wanted your basic haircut - 3 trim around the edges and a (ittle off the top, The shearing session was parl
of the team’s Selection Sunday party at the school. The Ralders got together to watch the announcement of playaff
palrings on televislon, The Falcons did the same at Farmington High School.

All we heard was how Rice was
going to beat us soundly. We
were the only ones who
believed.

“For us to upset a team that
was touted as one of the best in
the country was just incredible,
There were probably 6,000
people there, There weren't
cnough seats; the fence was
tined,”

In those days, there were only
four classes, and there was a
maximum of three playoff

games,

North opened with a 14-6
win over Livonla Churchill, and
the next game was with Rice.
Unfortunately for the Raiders,
they lost the following week to
Traverse City in the state fina!
at the Silverdome,

North's Hneup included full-
back-strong safety Jeff Cohen,
tallback Mike Miller and line-
‘backer Pat Collins, all of whom
camned all-state honors and
played coltege ball at Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Hillsdnle,
respectively.

*They had some very fast
backs,” longtime Rice coach Al
Fracassn said. “They exccuted
their offense very well, They got

some long runs on us that

resulted in touchdowns. They

beat us in every phase of the
me.”

Burrell was supposed to start
at quarterback that year, but he
suffered a broken thumb ina
preseason scrimmage, Greg
Goldstein took his place, but
Burrell returned to play free
safety in the playoffs. .

The Raiders were coached by
Ron Holland, who attended the
team’s Selection Sunday party
at the school Sunday evening
and spoke to the team, as did
longtime assistant Ralph
Temby.

“All of us who remember that
game and can pass that memo-
rgon to the kids have given
them a lot of strength, to know

they can be Burrc]

advantage.
“Oh, yeah, you have to tell

" your players about those

things,” he said. "You want
them to know the history
behind the schools.

“I'm sure (Burrell) told them
about the shellacking they gave
us and how they were supposed
to lose. They're probably think-
ing, "We did it before; we can
do it again!

*“Hc's done same great things
over there. All you hear is
Farmington Harrison,
Farmington Harrison. Now
North Farmington is doing
their own thing”

We can add Farmington to
that statement, too. The
Warriors aren't playing the
Falcons, sg Fracassa's act of

said,

*“Our kids have been under-
dogs all year. Maybe the pro~
gram has been down for too
long. Nobody wants to believe
we might have a pretty
football team. But the kids real-
1y rally upon that™

Fracassa expeets the Raiders
to use the memory of the 1976
game to their psychological
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With all three Farmington
schools in the playoffs at the
same time, it's an exciting week
for all, and fet's hope we have
some good football games this
weekend,
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Rice, which has won five
state titles, is co-champlon of
the Catholic League Central
Division and has a 7-2 recard.
Its losses were to Division I
powers Redford Catholic
Central and Muskegon.

Making its first playoil’
appearance since 1991 and its
third overall, North is co-
champion of the Oakland
Activitics Association Division
11l and is 6-2, one of its losses
being a forfeit.

“This is where we want our
program to be,” Burrell said.
“We're playing in our bracket
with two of the best programs
in the state. If we want tobe
there, we have to be willing to
compete against theny”

Al Fracassa, the Rice head
coach since 1969, remembers
the first time the Warriors and
Raiders played and doesn't
want a repeat of that outcome.

“We have to play hard," he
said. “We can't just show up
and say, ‘Here we are; we're
Brother Rice; we're going to
beat you.'

“They're good and a lot of
people don't understand that.
I'm sure they respect us, but we
sure have a whole lot of respect
for them”

Rice quarterback Doug
Pickens didn't play last weck
due to a concussion, but
Fracassa was hopeful Pickens
would have a doctor’s permis-
sion to play Saturday. If he
docsn't, junior Jason Scimeea
{6-1, 170) will start in his place.

“He did a good job against
Muskegon,” Fracassa said of
Scimeca, “He hasn't been in
there too much, because all our
games have been very close,

“Last week we gave him an
opportunity to run the offense,
and he did a very good job for
his first time.”

Pickens is an excellent passer
with multiple reccivers, includ-
ing JefY Stachowiak and Brian
Mahler, and backs Anthony
Jackson, Jason Horton and Al
Gioutsos are receiving as well
as running threats.
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North is co-champion of the
Oakland Activities
Association Division {1l and is
62, one of its [osses being a
forfeit.

1

“(Pickens) has the great arm
and excellent mobility,” Burrell
said, “and I'm imp: by
their tailback (Jackson); he has

great speed.

“For us, the biggest scare is
their passing game and their
quarterback. We look forward
to u great game.”

North has relied on a bal-
anced attack, too, Quarterback
Bryan Smith is a threat to pass
or run. Marcus Thornton and
Ken Uy have rushed for nearly
500 yards apicee, and Marcus
McComb is the leading receiver
with 16 catches, four for TDs.
The defense hasn't allowed &
point in the last four games.

“I don't think we're playing
anybody inferior,” Fracassa
said. “They're an awfully good
football tean. I've wa
them on film, and they get bet-
ter and better each time.

“They have a good quarter-
back, a big running back and a
ferocious defense. Not very
many people have scored on
them. 1 don't think they've
given up more than 50 points”

For the Raiders to win, they
have to do "what we've been
doing the last couple weeks,”
Burrell said, “and that'’s to play
mistake-free football.

“We have to move the ball on
offense and continue to play
defense the way we have been.
We have to control their skills
kids; we have to stop the big
play.

“We sec this week as the
same kind of challenge. This
week we're playing a great pro-
gram, one of the best teams in
the state, and we get to see how
we fare”
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