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Proposal K
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protect educational appor-
tunities for kids and the
j quality of life to which your
family and our community have
become accustomed. How? By
voting “yes” on Proposal K.
Passage of Proposal K will
help 17 regional cultural institu-
tions protect educational pro-
Ron grams for kids, These include

Important hands-on education-

al programs in science, history,
tions like the Detroit Zoo, Henry Ford Muscum
& Greenfield Village, Hol A Ak

On November 8, you can

B

Yo .

music and art offered by Institu-

Center, Cranbrook Institute of Selenee and
Detroit Institute of Arts.

Proposal X protects ficld trips to zoos, muse-
ums and performances — nll valuable elements
of a kid's education, And Proposal K helps insti-
tutions maintain cl visits |

icians, dancers and historians which
lead to discovery, unexpected observations and
astonishing inquiry.

These field trips and classroom programs feed
our kids' imaginationa and give them personal
experiences with everything from chamber

|_OTHER OPINIONS |

will protect

7| educational opportunities
e for all region's children

music to the mysteries of outer space,

Each school year, approximately 1.5 million
Kkids visit or have in-cinss presentations from the
17 regional cultural institutions that would ben-
cfit from Proposal K. Please keep that in mind
when you vote Nov. 5. Proposal K is not merely
about science, history, music and art. Nor s it
about the buildings that host th i
Proposal K s about the role these institutions
play in educating our kids.

Ifappraved, the proposed tax also will protect
Qakland and Wayne county community educa-
tional and recreational programs including
parks, Bo[?!:r fields and scniamg:ten. Yaur“ydz;
vote on K protects programs in the region an
your backyard. The cost? Just $25 a year.

Support for proposal K comes from every sece
tor of the community including educators, busi-
ness leaders, political figures, labor unions, cul-
tural organizations large and small, and fami-
lies, For our kids and quality of life for our com-
munity, please join us by voting “Yes” on
Proposal K this November 5.

Dr. Marfene Davis Is superintendent for Wayne RESA inter-
mediate schoal disteict.

Ron Kagan 5 director of the Detroit Zoological Institute.
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The name game

» T-Bone. Biff. Changing your name on
the November ballot wouldn't make any differ-
ence anyway, Andrew, Carl Levin is a big time
powerhousc in the U.S, Senate and Chairman of
the Armed Services Committee.

You picked n real inopportunc time to run for
his job, But at least it will give you some experi-
ence perhaps for things to come. Things change.
1 don't think even the movie character, “Rocky,”
was this big an underdog, You are going to get
beat-up too, but at least it won't be a physical
beating.

Kennath Kemp
Fatmington Hills

Supports Jacobs, Vagnozzi

Few municipalities of the State will have the
opportunity to be represented in Lansing next
legislative session by two more talented and
experienced lenders than will Farmington and
Farmington Hills, when the voters elect Gilda
Jacobs to the State Senate and Alde Vagnozzi to
the State House.

Gilda Jacobs has served in city government as
an officer in Huntington Woods, in county gov-
emment as a member of the County
Commisaion, and currently serves in a leader-
ship position in the State House of
Representatives,

In Aldo Vagnoz2i, Farmington Arca voters
can send to Lansing a true pillar of the commu-
nity. Aldo has served the community on the
Farmington School Board, as a Farmington
Hills council member, and as the first generally
clected Mayor of Farmington Hills, No matter
his long years of service to the community, Aldo
is dedicated and ready to fight for the
Farmington area in Lansing.

As nneighbor, T can only wish that I could
joininthe ogpommlty of sending two out-

ding public servants to rep me in
Lansing, Vote Jacobs for State Senate nnd
Vagnozzi for State House on November &,
S. Sclomen
West Bloomfleld

Cardinal Adam Maida issued aletter to all
Catholics of the Archdiocese of Detroit. The let-
ter was read at all October 6, 2002 Masses.

In this very important and lengthy letter, the
Cardinal clarified that *Cathelic public officials
have a special moral obligation to undcrstand
and accept wholeheartedly the Church’s teach-
ing on the dignity of innocent human life; they
may never advocate for or actively support legis-
lation which would allow direct attacks on inno-
O arenly Ao Vagnoes and Jennif

Ap] 0t o Vagn and Jennifer
Grmmﬁn n{Lued Mass that Sunday. These two
“pro~cholce” Democrats have continued to
ignore the Church's teaching.

As the Cardinal put it, Catholic political lead-
ers cannot ... justify innction with regard to the
dignity of human life simply on the grounds
that &mm is the Jaw of the land, because
ultimately, there is a higher law, the law of God”.

All Catholics, and truly all God-fearing citi-
zens, must vote for Valerie Knol and Dick
Posthumus, They are people committed to pro-
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TV ads this election show that
campaigns have gone too far

he saddest thing sbout our politics these
days Is the undisputed fact that TV ads
work,

By concocting an image of a candidate ora.
spin on an issue, they substitute a flickering tel-
evision screen for complicated reality. By their
expense, they enable one-Issue interest groups
and their megabucks to infest the political
process, And by linking big moncy with a con-
venient message, they grease the way for image-
mongers to dominate elec-
tions.

But as a practical matter,
there’s no doubt that when it
comes to moving voters, you
gotta go with TV.

In these few remaining days
of an unenlightening and dis-
couraging clection season,
consider two television cam-
paigns to illustrate my point.

Proposal 4 is a constitution-
al amendment that would, if
passed, divert some $300 mil-
lion cach year in tobaeco scttlement moncy to
the health care industry, The proposal is sup-
ported by a 55 million advertising campaign,
whose latest ad shows a woman dying of lung
cancer in a hospital with the tag line, *Don't let
Big Tobacco kill this proposal, too.”

‘What's interesting about the ad is that "Big
Tobacco” doesn't have a dog in this fight.
Opposition to Proposal 4 is virtuaily universal
across the political speetrum — Dick
Fostl and Jennifer holm, Brooks

about Mr. Vagnozzi.

‘The name of the organization conducting the
“survey” is unknown to me; however, its pur-
posc was cleatly to spread wmisi ion an

Patterson and Kwame Kilpatrick, John Engler
and Ed McNamara and Frank Kelley. Support is
limited to certain wealthy hospitals and the

ichigan Hospital Association, whose activities

innucndo, Is Miss Knol too naive to realize that
unscrupulous people are acting so despieably in
her behalf? Or is she ignorant of this campaign
ploy? Or does she deal in un‘dgrh anded tactics?

are giving new meaning to the phrase “sclf-serv-
ing greed.”

Only & part of the $300 million would be ear-
mnrkcfl to smoking prevention programs.

Honest, intelligent, fortk
willing to take responsibility for their cam-
paigns and political beliefs will get my vote.
And in this race it goes to Aldo Vagnozzi.
Donna E, Hacker
farmington Hilis

Supports Aldo

This district has a candidate for state repre-
sentative who meets all the high qualifications
we need to represent us. I support Aldo
Vagnozzi for several reasons:

1. He's been clected to the Farmington Hitls
Board of Education, to the City Council and es
Mayor. In all these positions he has dealt with
city, state and federal agencies and officials,
which has given him valuable insight and
expertise into all levels of government. His
opponent, newcomer Valerie Knol, has held no
clective office. The only expericnce she touts is
her managerinl position in a big business super-
vising the delivery of auto parts.

2, He has served as officer, member or votun-
teer for numcrous agencics and organizations that
benefit the public intetest, and for this dedicated
serviee hie has received high awards and esteem
from our citizens, His opponent has no extensive
record off ity invol or recogniti

3. He has never pandered to special interests
but fought for the public interest, unafraid to
take on large corporations such as Detroit
Edison and Time-Warner. He's also a member
of the Consumer Protective Agency. Knol has no
such record.

4, Focusing on the real {ssues that confront us
citizens, Vagnozzi has kept his campaign on a
high moral plane. Grandstanding with plati-
tudes, Knol engaged in deccitfis), unfair tactics
aguinst members of her own Republican Party in
the GOP primary last August, actions that
angered many citizens of both partics. Beginning
her campaign in such an unethical manner

- ngainst her own fellow Republicans, we need tc

be wary as to what she'll pull on Vagnozzi.
Lydla Rizzo
Faremington Hills

Knol's inexperienced

1 appreciate your article covering the State
Representative race. I nm surprised at the inex-
perience displayed by Valerie Knol,

She tells us that education is her major issue
and yet she admits to being comlclcly ignorant
of two major issucs impacting schools; reports
that charter schools are doing worse than public
schools and that Farmington’s exemplary desig-
nated Hillside was classified “a failing school™
by a national ratings outfit.

According to your story, she had togotoa
computer at her work site to get the informa-
tion she did not have.

‘That's why we have to clect Aldo Vagnozzi as
our State ive. He has the i
and the k to deal with

Sa 1 3

tecting the innacent unborn. If we to
t the mentality that life 1a not sacred and
Imege snuffed out at a whim, we will bring
God's justice down upon us,
Clavdlz Taffs
Farmington Hills

Survey says

‘While recognizing that an individual candi-
date may not control all the cam| ing that is
dane to elect him/her, I am decply disturbed by
one of many phone calls I have received during
this campaign for state representative.

Unlike the dozen or. loﬁ“;obo ullll' l‘l!k‘:‘ Ktﬂﬂx

m m people like *
ﬁ'wﬂ;m wchnmber of Commerce;” this
one was s n who sald that she
WhS con ucdngnnr]ecﬂnnmn’ey.ﬂheukcd my
choice for governor and for state representative.

‘When I responded that I would vote for Aldo
Vagnozz), she asked & serics of questions caleu-

as
well as other critical fssues that will confront
the next legislature.

Aldo's experience comes from serving the
Farmington area community as Mayor, City
Council, and School Board Member, as Chair of
the Consumer Protection Committee, Vice
Chair of the AARP, Oakland Coordinator fora
group trying lo improve nursing home care, and
on the steering committee of the Multi-
Cultural/Multi-Racial Committee.

Vagnozzi is also opposed to vouchers, while
his opponent is trying to have it both ways -
favoring vouchers for so-called "failing districts®
but not for the Farmington District, Does she
favor them for the Clarenceville and Walled
Lake District which cover parts of Farmington
Hills or only for distance districts?

Sheisalso for expanding charter schools,
despite the fact that the respected Brookings
Institute found them underachicving as com-
pared to public schools. Charter achools alsa Inck
accountability on how they spend their money.

1ike $3 million a year would go to
three guys in Lansing who have nothing to do
with health care, while most of the public
money wonld go to private hospital corpora-
tions that have no obligation to come clean
about how they’re spending it.

But if the polls are to be believed, Proposal 4
has a good chance of passing. TV advertising
works.

The second example has to do with TV ads
being run in support of Posthumus' campaign
for governor. One has a clip of Grunholm
appearing to support reparations for former
slaves, while the other runs a mug shot of
Detroit Moyor Kwame Kilpatrick which sug-
gests that ciecﬁng Granholm would mean a
“blank check” for Detroit.

Both ads are outright distortions. And in
slinging the mud, both ads wallow into outright
rucial politics in a way I have never scen before
in a Michigan statewide campaign.

Alot of people agree, The Detroit News, nor-

What's interesting about the ad is that ‘Big
Tobacco' doesn't have a dog in this fight.
Opposition to Proposal 4 is virtually
universal across the political spectrum -
Dick Posthumus and Jennifer Granholm,
Brooks Patterson and Kwame Kilpatrick,
John Engler and Ed McNamara and Frank
Keftey. Support is fimited to certain weafthy
hospitals and the Michigan Kospital
Association, whose activities are giving
new meaning to the phrase ‘self-serving
greed.”

mally a reliable supporter (or Republican eandi-
dates, called the ads “vile and racinily divisive”
and suggested that the paper was “fast wearying
of the campnign’s fixation on race baiting and
‘gotchn’ polities” Former GOP Gov. William
Milliken Inst week attacked the ads es “morally
wrong and politieally stupid.”

But, again, if the polls are to be believed, the
ads are working, Support for Posthumus, espe-
cially among men in northern Michigan,
appears to be picking up.

Interestingly, there's a link between bath
campaigns: Former Engler PR boss Dan Perois
both Posthumus’ campaign manager and a
partner in Lansing-based Stetling Corp., which
is producing the “big tobacco” ads for Proposal

4.

When I called Pero last wecek to ask how he
felt about running a campaign advocating a
proposal that his eandidate for g is
opposing, he replied he was *perfectly comfort-
able with the situation.” He explained he bas
always favored the tobacco settlement moncy
going for health care and that Posthumus has
known all along his position on Proposal 4.

‘The book on Pero is that he's a very able,
imaginative and decent PR guy who's got him-
self two lucrative clients this time around. My
take is that il 2 guy as deccnt as Dan Pero is
involved in creating a couple of smarmy but
effective TV ad campaigns, that's the best ovi-
dence that things have gane much too for.

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your
reactions to this columin either at (734} 953-2206 or at
ppower@homecomm.net.

Diane Webb
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Support is growing throughout Michigan

for SBC Ameritech’s eniry into the long
distance market to compete against big
companles like AT&T and MCI WorldCom. More
than 60 civic arganizations, chambers of
commerce, slate legislators and community
leaders throughout Michigan are supporting
the convenience and competition that will

come with full local and long distance
competition. Here's a look at some of the

statewlde supporters:
Chusmbens of Conwmerce
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The Michigan Public Service Commission Is
considering a recommendation to the Federal
Communications Commission about SBC's long
distance application for Michigan. Although some
hig, out of state long distance companles will
make noise, we hope to file with the FCC before
the end of the year and begin offering long
distance service to Michigan customers in the
first quarter 2003,

When SBC is granted approval,

s wilt have the lence of one-
stop shopping with competitive rates.
Consumers in many states aleeady enjoy these
benefits... why not Michigan?
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1ated to cast doubt on Mr. Vagnorzi's ability and Joan Y, Barher Diane Webb
Integrity, Each was “Would {t change farmington Hills Dlrector
your vots if you knew...” And each question stat- External Affairs
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