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How suburbs helped Granholm over the top — Elections, A6
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Voters tired of negative campaigns |

BY SUE BUCK AND PAUL Fltlv
STAFF WRITERS

Bryony Benditz isn't a teacher but edu-
cation issues figured into her voting deci-
sions Tuesday.

She, like others who voled at one of the
two precincts Jocated at the Farmington
Training Center, put thought into how

com .

they would cast their ballots.

‘Benditz voted for Jennifer Granholm
becanse she liked her views on education
and smaller closs sizes, She voted no on
Proposal 4, but only beeause she didn’t
want to sce students lose scholarship
money.

I don't know if someone can tell
someonc not to smoke,” Benditz said.

She voted for Proposal K, the nrts tax,
because of its “cuitural aspeets” Though
successful locally, the measure failed to
gain the needed majority in both
QOukland and Wayne Counties.

Marsha Means found the state propos-
als o3 interesting or more of 2 draw than
the candidates running for office,

“I'm 60 years old and fighting for pre-

©2002 HoucTown CouMuNICATIoNs NETWORK

scription and health help,” Means said.

She voted for Granholm and voted yes
to reallocate the tobacco scttlement rev-
enue received by the state from cigarette
manufacturers.

“It should go back te health and help-
ing peoplc kick the habit,” Means said. “It
should go'to help people.”

FLEASE SEE COMMENTS, A7

Aldo Vagnozz! speaks with supporter Susan Averbuch during his victory party.

Second
time's the
charm

Vagnozzi credits
fots of shoe leather

BY PAUL R PACE
STAFE WRITER

State Rep.-ctect Aldo Vagnozzi said
his intense doar-to-door crunpaign
helped lead him to a win Tuesday.

So it’s only fitting that he plans to
walk around some of subdivisions in
the area and thank some of his sup-
porters personally this week.

The former Farmington Iills mayor
said a strong grass-roots cflort lead to
his victory against Republican oppo-
nent Valerie Knol, 33, of Farmington.

In a race that became heated with
ducling press conferences and the

klashes of negative paigni
Vagnozzi said people who knew him

PLEASE SEE ALDO, AT

Knollenberg
aims for
new heights

BY SUSAN B, TAUBER
STASE WRITER

Joe Knollenberg has his sights set
on _l;‘i?uls he hasn't reached before.
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e cong lected for his
sixth term in the U.S, House of
Representatives, is hoping to be
appointed chairman of the Encrgy
and Watcr Committee. .

“That would help me work on
behalf of the gth District, wh cre we

Knol surprised by
State House loss

Y SUEBUCK
STAFF WRITZR

At almost 11 pan. election night, with her cell phone at
her side, 37th District state representative candidate
Valeric Knol debated when she would call her parentsin

Grand Rapids.
The news wasn't

“They came here every weekend, stayed at my house,

and helped out every Saturday,” said Knol, a 10-year

Farmington Republican, *They couldn't come in today. My

mom hnd to teach today”

ML BRESLLR fCASIRVIA

Valerle Knol leaves her gathesing late inthe evening: that's Farmington Republican

organizer Chrlstopher Cummlins at right.

PLEASE SEE KNOL, AS

have water, energy and
ing concerns, They are all related,” he

After his acceptance speech at his
campaign party at Centerpoint
Marriott in Pontlac Tuesday night,
Knollenberg said he’s looking forward
to a couple days off before he gets
back to work.

Knollenberg, a Republican from
Bloomfield Township, defeated trial
attorney and West Bloomfield
Township resident David Fink.

Fink hnd mounted the most serious
challenge to Knollenberg since
Knollenl a former

BY SUEBUCK.
STAFF WRITER

One man's attraction and intrigue with
Mount Everest, known to the natives as

slide presentation at 6 p.m. tonight
{Thursday) at The Benchmark Outdoor
Outfitters. The store is located at /32715

Grand Rives, across from the Burger King.
~. While in Farmington, Tenzing also plans

Everest presentation offered tonight

to summit Mount Everest in 1963.

Tenzing was assisted by Scott Reid of
Birmingham during a Farmington
Obscrver interview. Reid climbed 24,000
feet up Mount Everest in 1983.

*“That was tough enough for me,” he said,

Sagar Matha, the Mountain Goddess, dréw o have dinner st Everest Express on
Orchard i

him to Farmington this week.

Lake in
" Nima Tenzing, who was part of the 1953 owners tout it as the only Nepalesc restau-

dition with Sir Edmond Hillary, a

. rant in Michigan and beyons

adding the in top was at 29,000
feet.
Tenzing was born in the Nepali village of
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