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Talking lizards challenge director and cast

when asked ‘How do you make
talking lizards believable?’ As
director of Edward Albec’s
Seascape, she's thought about
that question a lot, The solu-
tion is simple - make them
more human, That shouldn’t be
too difficult since the Pulitzes-
winning comedy pairs two
humans with two talking
lizards in the process of evolv-
ing. Actors must simply com-
bine chameteristics of the two-
legged species with a slithering
creature all in time for the
apening of the production
Friday, Nov. 8, at Trinity House
‘Theatre in Livonia.

~Great nctors is how you
niake talking lizards believ-
able,” suid Hastings of Ann
Arbor. “They're so human in
their relationships. We're hav-
ing fun with the physicality,
slithering m’oum}’ the stage. 1ts
achallenge but I've never spent
s0 much time Iaughing”

The comedy is n break from
the plays Hastings directs for
the Jewish Ensemble Theatres
program that brings topics like
bullying and name calling inte
the schools. Seascape does have
a message thoug| i
subject lies deep
comic clements o

* about a marringe in crisis. Al
seems well until the husband
(played by Dave Cunningham
of Northville) retires. He plans
to spend his time relaxing. His
wife (Linda Hammell of
Lathrup Village) wants to travel
from beach to beach.

“It's really the husband’s

PHQTOS BY DOM ALLEY ¢
Linda Hammell and Dave Cunningham {right) can't believe thelr eyes when they spat two talking lizards on the beach as part of a rehearsal for Edward Albee’s Seascape. The Trinity House Theatre pro-
duction opens Friday, Hov. 8 in Livonia, Artist Pat DeBoer of Ferndale will have the izard costumes painted by then for actors Michael Gwen Davis and Etizabeth Lee.

story, how he apens hie mind
and opts for life,” said Hastings.
*I've wanted to do this play for
along time. I'm interested in

plays on the edge of reality, the
dypamics of relationshi X
very compelling, be
excellence of writing, very hon-

estin spite of the weirdness of
i

human and have relationships,
our downfalls and what makes
us beautiful.” .

In the end it's the differences
that draw the two species
together.

v adds Elizabeth
ys Sarah the Lizard.
lot of humor, the sitly
do as humaas, It

invade their space their view of
life is different,” said Lee, *The
sea ereatures are evolving,
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Holiday Classic!

NOV 29-DEC 22

by Charles Dickens,
adaptation and original
staging by Charles Holte
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