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Part of that margin could be
attributed to n strong showing in
traditionally Democratic western

GRACEFUL CONCESSION

Posthumus — in his concession
speech just moments before in
Lansing - also thanked his wife.
Pam Posth smiled and nodded

Jennifer Gi s i Wayne ities and stronger
spent enough time campalgningin  than d numbers in
western Wayne County = includil blican-]

same Republican strongholds ~to
make a difference.

The Northville resident and state
attorney general rumbled her way to
victory in the governor's race
‘Tuesday, bringing an end to her 22-
month quest for the office of
Michigan’s chicf executive.

In doing so, Granholm became
the first female governor in the
statc’s history and the first
Democrat since Jim Blanchard was
defeated by John Engler in 1990.
Granholm handily defeated her
Republican oppancnt, current licu-
tenant governor Dick Posthumus.

Granholm arrived in the Detroit
Renaissance Center Marriott Hotel
ballroom at around 11:15 p.m., fac-
ing & cheering throng of supporters,
Those in attendnnce held aloft cards
bearing the slogan “One Michigan,”
which was a theme the governor-
elect stuck with during her 15-
minute victory speech,

*“Tonight, I am honored and hum-
bled to stand before you as the next
governor of the state of Michigan,”
Granholm began. *While it was my
name and John Cherry’s name on
the ballot, the victory belongs to
you. This victory belongs to our
Michigan. This victory belongs to
anc Michigan.”

‘With 98 percent of precincts
reporting Granholm held a 52-47
{percentage) advantage over her
opponent Wednesday morning.

Cox declares victory in

P B
such as Livonia, Plymouth
‘Township and Canton Township,

She also lost by enly 150 votes in
Farmington and about 2,000 in
Farmington Hills (out of 26,000
ballots cast).

Granholm came within 1,250
votes of Posthumus in Canton, even
though state Sen, Loren Bennett, a
longtime Canton resident, was
Posthumus’ ruaning-mate.

In the City of Plymouth, she won
by 50 votes.

Redford Township, Westland and
Garden City were solidly in the gov-
ernor-elect’s camp.

Granholm said Tuesday's results
gave credence to beliefs she had

ined since her gut ial
bid began nearly two years ago,

“Tonight, the people have spoken,
and your votes reaflirmed what [
have believed since the very first doy
of this campaign,” she said. “We are
duty-bound to our famities and to
educate our children. We won & vic-
tory not for one candidate, not for
one party, but for the future of our
state”

Granholm took time to thank her
campaign workers, and her family,
including her husband, Dan
Mulhern, with whom she exchanged
a brief kiss at the podium.

“He has uplifted me and encour-
aged me and been my equal partner
for 17 years,” she snid to the crowd.

when her husband said: “This (eam-
paign) certainly wasn't her choice”

‘The lieutenant governor, who
trailed in polls from the very begin-
ning of the campaign, bowed out
gracefully, offering an olive branch
to his opponent,

*“This leg of the journey cnds
tonight, and a new ene begins
tomorrow,” Posthumus said, “I wish
Jennifer Granholm the best. This
state Is more than one person. This
state is all of us, No matter who is
leading it, it's all of us here that
make the difference.”

Posthumus said the campaign’s
success was in raising issues, "What
1 take from the results is that the

* people of Michigan had a platform

to discuss things like lower taxes
and how we want to alloeate onr
resources,” he said.

The lieutennnt governor said he
swas proud of his werking to help
reduce the state’s unemployment
rate and to help bring about school
finanee reform through Proposal A,

Bennett - who gaye up a nearly
twa-year campaign for secretary of
state to accept the GOP licutenant
governor nomination - declined to
appear publicly at the Republican
rally on Tuesday. A message icft
with his State Senate office
Wednesday wasn't returned.

¢davishlhomecomm net. | (248} 349-1200tschael-
der@oe homecomm natl{734) 459-2100

Granholm gets strong suburhan support
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Jennlfer Granholm ralties her supporters as she arrives to vote Tuesday at lhe beglnning of a fong

electlon day.

AG race; Land cruises
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He felt the difference in the
campaign was his experience,
which was a big focus of his

‘The mee for attor-
ney general between
Republican Mike Cox and
Democrat Gary Peters was still
being fought a day after the
polis closed.

‘Throughout the carly morn-
ing hours Wednesday, a razor-
thin lead separating the two
candidates swung back and
forth, The dramatic race
appearcd ovet when Cox
declared victory from his
Livonia headquarters around
noon.

Peters, however, refused to
concede. Although Peters didn't
return calls, a spokesman for
the Michigan Democratic Party
said the declaration was prema-
ture.

“We are in no way, shape, or
form conceding this race at all,
And any characterization that
we are would be completely
incorrect,” said Ben Kohrman,
the party’s communication
director.

But with nearly 100 pereent
of the precincts reporting as of
2 p.m. Wednesday, it appeared
Cox, 40, would win by about
5,500 votes. He will be the first
Republican to be attorney gen-
eral since 1954,

“The people of Michigan
have spoken. And I am ready to
do the people’s work,” Cox said.

Cox, a Livonia resident, has
warked with the Wayne County
prosccutor’s homicide unit
since 1990, and has served as
chief of the unit since 2001
The former U.S, Marine has
also served two years as an
assistant prosecutor for
Oakland County.

As he declaved victory
Wednesday, Cox looked hag-
gard after being up all night. In
fact, he said he'd had 20 Diet
Cakes and four hours of sleep
since Monday.

adverti

*“You've got to have the tools
to do the job when you get
there,” he said. “The ads about
experience came about from
what people told me on the
campaign trail”

In Onkland County, Cox
earned 50 percent of the vote,
while Peters took 47 percent. In
Wayne County, Peters topped
Cox by a 2-to-1 margin.

1t is uncertain whether Peters
will ask for a recount, although
Kohrman hinted he might,

Cox's campaign featured him
putting 52,000 miles on his
well-worn '95 Escort, which
beeame a joke mnong staff who
refused to ride with him. -

The effort, according to cam-
paign supporter and Livonia
planning commissioner Jim
McCann, was enough to squeak
out a victory. “It makes you
think that every last ounce was
warth it,” McCann said.
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For the second time in two
years, voters in Oakland and
Wayme counties have shot down a
millage proposal to fund Metro
Detroit cultural institutions.

More than 53 pereent of the
voters in Oakland County vated
“no” on Proposal K, dubbed the
“arts, parks, and kids” proposal.
The proposal did fare better in
Wayne County, where 57 percent

of the voters gave their approval.
To succeed, Proposal K needed
approval from at least 60 percent
of the voters in Wayne County,
and 50 percent in Oakland,
Proponents of the proposal are
blaming the poor cconomy for its

efeat.

- “There is no question we were
running against the ccn‘nom)'.;'_

o

poor state of the cconomy. We
accept that fact.”

If it had been approved, the
half-mill tax increase would have
generated about $46 million
annually. .

Most of the money would have
been split up by 17 major institu-
tions, including the Detroit .
Institute of Arts, Cranbrook

Tucationa] C: :

said Steve Hamp, presi

Henry Ford Muscum and
Greenfield Village. “Vaters had to
make tough chaices with the

ang
Henry Ford Muscum and
Greenfield Village. About a third
af the money would have been

Voters turn down arts tax proposal

sent to local communities for cul-:
tural and recreational ctivitics. -
Hamp said he was happy with .
the campaign he and other cul-
tural leaders led this time
around. He said it was more
organized than the one they led
two years ago for the failed
Proposal A. .
“We've had a great campaign,
Itwas a far better effort than we
had two years ago. I think we
really got our message across,” he
said. N

Tobacco money proposal defeated

BY ALEX LUNDBERG
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Michigan voters Tuesday
faced four ballot proposals that
would have had wide-ranging
cfects on state school financ-
ing, water quality, work rules
and the way residents choose
all of the above. One passed.

The most controversial issue
was State Proposal 4, which
would n:a‘!locnle through a con-

said that while the GOP paid
little money to defeat the pro-
posal, party members shouted
from the rooftops that it was a
bad idea.
“The party has been very
ition to it he

lot of well-known bipartisan
opposition ns well as virtunlly
every editorinl board in the
state was against it.”
He said the campaign for the
proposal was well-financed and
11 d — and still

vocal in its
said.

Not only did almost every
member of the Republican cau-
cus come out against it, but tra-

T
lost at the polls. He said he did-
n't see how it could ever come
back,

Don Potter, prcsidel)t‘t)‘f the

ditional opy; of the party
lined up to say it was not right
e Sy :

Among those inat
his headquarters Wednesday
afternoon were staffers, sup-
porters and even his parents,
John and Margaret Rita Cox of
Livonia, beaming with pride.
“He's accomplished what he
wanted," said the proud father.

In Michigan's other major
statewide race, Republican
Terri Lynn Land defeated
Democrat Melvin “Buteh™
Hollowell to succeed term-lim-
ited Candice Miller as
Michigan secretary of state.

The +4-year-old Land, a resi-
dent of Byvon Center, con-
tributed more than $1.4 million
of her own money to her cam-
paign. Her family owns a chain
of hotels in western Michi

nearly
$300 million from the setile-
ment with tobacco i

for Micl

1 P Iy

Hospit:
Health and Hospital Council,
said this was a major issue for

Jennifer G and former

to anti-smoking campaigns and
private health organizations,
‘The proposal was defeated by
an nl_n:qs( 2-1 margin. .

Attorney General Frank Kelley
also opposed the proposal,

“It was a synergy of issues,”
Brewer said, It was the merit
hol hi; ]ﬂck

igan Sta ¥
Press Secretary Jason Brewer

e app
of accountability, there was a

going governor John Engler,
whe worked to defeat the pro-
posal, But Potter said the cam-
paign helped focus attention on
the issue.

“A coalition has been formed
that will be active in health
issttes and money in the future,”

Potter sald. *Michigan has done
the worst job with that money
of any state in the country. It's
been used as a cookic jar by the
state, There's more of o knowl-
cdge of that now”

In the other ballot battles:

State proposal 1, which
would have eliminated :
straight-ticket voting, was v
rejected by voters. .

proposal 3, approving |

bonds to replace aging water
system infrastructure, also was
appmwd;‘nmul nict

State p! 3, which .
would have amended the state
constitution to give state
employees collective bargaining
rights with binding arbitration,
was turned down by voters,

Levin, Rocky end their campaign as friends

BY JONI HUBRED
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Aware that he had little ch of deft

With 89 percent of
precinets reporting,
Levin held 61 pereent of
the vote to ki

popular incumbent U.S, Senator Car) Levin,
iblican Andrew Raczk i st

With 99 percent of the
precincts reporting, Land led
Hollowell with 55 percent of
the vote. Hollowell, a Detroit
attorney, carned 43 [;crccnl of

the

statewide
vote.

Land also
won among
Oakland
voters,
carning
more than
56 percent
of the vote
but pulled
in only
about 36
pereent in
Wayne
County.

Staff writer
Dave Varga
conlributed to
{his report.
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Mike Cox thanks hls supporters at bis campalgn headquarters

in Livonia Wednesday.

have lost none of his passion for politics - or
his sense of humor.

A post-clection ad licard on WWJ radio
Wednesday drew interest from statewide and
nn.ﬂnnn! media, the Farmington Hills native
sand,

After intruducing himself, he intoned, "At
the polls yesterday, we nfl went out and voted
our conscience, [ fost.”

Expressing his thanks to supporters, he also
urged citizens to Jeave behind divisive politics
’rmld support the candidates who were success-

ul.

‘The ad, according to a voice-over at the
«lose, was paid for by the *last dollar” of
Raczkowski's campaign fund,

“We threw that together,” Raczkowski said
ina phone interview Wednesday aftemnoon.
“We wrote that seript in ahout 45 minutes.”

The ad didn't cost much either, which was
fortunate since his campaign funds were
dwarfed by that of Levin, a well-liked Senate
veteran who holds positions on a number af
vital committees,

The oRt-rumpled and bespectacled Levin,
68, spent more than $4.6 million to the less
than $900,000 raised by Raczkowski's cam-
paign. Political analysts across the state never
questioned whether Levin would win; the only
ustknown was the margin.

38 perceat. Farmington
Hills resident Eric
Botregard, a Green Party
candidate, received
24,030 votes, or about 1

reent,

Levin's margin of vie-
tory was larger than it

Levin

was six years ngo, when he gamered 58 per-
cent of the vote against Republican challenger
Ronna Romney.

and foes alike a3 "Rocky” maintained a level

of confidence as he traveled a total of 98,668

miles by car, putting forth a strong personal

cffort despite d ing family hardshij :

His father, Bogdan, died un Jan. 7;

an uncle passed away during the Senate cam-

paign and an aunt is very {il,

Ata kick-off rally held in late in January,

wski said when he first discusseda -

run against Levin with his parents, everyone -

agreed the move would be akin to political  *

suicide.

The next morning, however, his father
mhlled 1o tell him, in Polish, °I think you can do
this."

} has no doubt his father is

Elected in an upsct victory over i

Republican Robert Griffin in 1978,

« In remarks Tuesday night at the
Renalssance Center in downtown Detroit,
Levin d gratitude to his

and said winning an election never gets any
less exciting.

watching over him.

“I'm a true believer in my faith,” he said, "I
believe what we do here on carth is a prepara-
tion for a better life., You ery because you miss
the person, but you're also strengthened and
charged by the fact that you're never alone®

Term-limited as a state

“Each time is more and
ing,” he said.

While Levin was unavailable for comment
Wednesday, Raczkowski noted that he and
Levin had an anicable conversation en
Election Day: In published comments, Levin
referred to Raczkowski ns *a candidate for the
future”

*1 was very lattered,” Raczkowski said,
adding he and Levin have agreed to stay in
touch. He hopes to learn from the Senator in
ways that will help him give back to his own
community,

Raczkowski, affectionately known by friends

Raczkowski had announced a bid for U.S.
Congressand withdrew after redistricting kept
;’ ‘ g R"dlﬁ i Hills rep d

y veteran Republican Joe Knollenberg. Rocky
:;-u the country's youngest U.S, Scnnl?mndl-

late

While he has hinted publicly that this will

not be his lnst Eolitiud clection, the 33-year
ald will go back to a private life as the owner of
a printing business and service s a captain in
the U.S. Army Reserve,
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