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Friends and family
remember ‘Red’ Holman

BY KEATHER NEEDHAR
STAFF WRITER

A longtime Westland car
dealer, known for his gencrosity
and charm, died Wednesday at
his Farmington Hills home. -

Albert A. “Red” Holman, 84,
was the former owner of Red
Holman Pentiae GMC & Toyotn
in Westland and spent 44 years
in the nuto sales business. The
dealership, which operated in
Westland since 1957, was sold
catlicr this year.

e is survived by his wife of
62 years, Virginin. They had
celebrated their 62nd wedding
anniversary on Oct, 11 with
champagne and caviar and
their family.

Survivors also include his
children Joyee, Penny, Allene
and Albert “Jack” (Susan)
Holman ITT; seven gmndclul-

also was a member of the Plum
Hollow Country Club in
Southficld.

Locally, he was a member of
the Huron River Hunting and
Fishing Club in Farmington.
There, he made an impression
on general manager Ann Marie
Mathews,

“He was a charming, peaceful
man,” Mathews said. “He was
very family oriented. He's going
to be missed.”

‘Thomas Thylor, mayor of
Westland from 1976-198), said
he remembers Holman for his
generosity,

*He would frequently donate
fire/rescue vehicles to the city”
‘Thylor said.

His family remembers him ns
“a colorful character and o
quick wit”

*“He will be sorely missed,”
dnugh!tr ‘Pcnny wrote,

dren; cight great.

dren; two sisters, Pauline Husk
and Anna Mue DiPaolo, and a
brather, Paul Holman.

Holman was born in Samsel,
Mo. in 1918. At age 18, he
moved to Detroit and pursucd
his dream of awning a car deal-
ership,

Heserved in the Air Force
Cadet Corps. during World War
11. After the war, he enjoyed {ly-
ing his three airplanes, He was
a1 member of the Masonic
Lodge Sojourners Chapter 483
in Detroit. An avid golfer, he

] services were held
Saturday, Nov, 9 at Heeney-
Sungdquist Funeral Home in
Farmington Hills,

In lieu of flowers, memorial
tributes can be made to
Hospice of Michigan, First
United Methodist Church of
Farmington Building Fund,
Capuchin Soup Kitchen or the
Michael J. Foxx Parkinson’s
Foundation.
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Block working well at CHS

8Y JOKI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER

Clarenceville High principal
David Simowski knows block
scheduling isn't a cure-all, but
he believes the change has had
a positive effect on students,

In the first marking peried,
about nine weeks inta the
hybrid system, grade point
averages across the board are
up s|gmf cantly.

“I'm not going to sy the
block caused that,” he told
school board members
‘Thursday, “but certainly it was
a part. I believe the block had
an impact.”

‘This year’s seniors, for
instance, saw their collective
GPA rise from 2.19 last year to
2.782 in the first quarter of the
2002-2003 school year. And
this year’s freshman class have

e point average that
rivals the seniors’ - 2.768.
That's rarc, Simowski said,
because the newer students
usually experience a period of
adjustment.

Along with fewer classes that
Tnst longer, block has allowed
{or more elass offerings. The
only arca of concern has been
with *Trojan Time," which
allows students to sign up fora
seminar-type class. ‘Tutorials in
core classes are offered, but
some of the offerings are non-
academic.

Students are required to sign
up in advance and then must
remember what they decided to
take the following w
Simowski said he's had ocea-
sions where students have for-
gotten where they were sup-
posed to be or left their plan-
ners at home,

“Trojan Time is still a chal-
lenge, but it's one of our most

C'VILLE SCHOOLS

powerful picces,” Simowski
said. *Kids get to make the
choice, They sign up for some-
thing and have to remember it.
That's like the real
world...We're forcing them to
make good decisions and stick
with them.”

He encouraged parents to
visit the school’s Web site, www,
clarenceville, k12.mi.us, where
seminar offerings are posted,
and talk with students about
swhich courses to take.

“Students are being encour-
aged to do a presentation on
something they enjoy doing,”
Simowski said, adding one
teacher has suggested adopting
alocnl retirement home or
other community facility and
having the students visit or
write letters to residents,
*We've just barely scratched the
surface with Trojan Time”

Assistant Principal Tim
Wilson, who handles discipline
and attendance issues, said the
building scems more calm,
With tonger class periods and
three minutes to pass from one
class to another, “There’s no
reason for them to rush.”

The only problem has been
tardiness, pacticularly around
lunch time. Otherwise, discipli-
nary actions are dmm, from 8-
10 in-sclioo} last

ed to the scheduling changes.

Block has also had an affect on
the athlctics program; only
seven athletes have been
declared academically incligible
to play this year, as opposed to
20-25 last year,

“There are a couple of things
we're looking at tweaking?”
Simowski said, “but overall, it's

7 d with the fresl
clnss honor roll representation.

“A few years ngo, we had 47
pereent of freshman failing
math,” he said, “To see that now
become the number for the
honor roll is incredible”

He and Simowski agreed that
part of the credit for that
change likely had to do with

additional effort made among
students at the middle school
as well.

going what we expected it to
or

Board member Gary
Garrison was particularly
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Come hear ahout our
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Date:  Saturday, November 16, 2002
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Location: Bloomfield Township Library
Bloomfield, Michigan

RSVP:  800-597-9135

year to four or five this year.
Wilson has had to deal with
only two confrontations

between tencher and student so
which is also fewer

He ;\unbulcd that not only to
the more calim atmosphere, but
also to the in-service training
teachers are getting that's relat-
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North Farmington Band &
Orchestra Boosters 12th Annual

“HOLIDAY ARTS &
CRAFTS SHOW”

Sat., Nov. 23rd, 2002 » 9am to 4 pm
FEATURING AN OUTSTANDING VARIETY OF ARTISTS & CRAITERS

North Farmington High School & o §
32500 W. 13 Mile RJ., Farmington Hills | £f k]
$2.00 Admission g § s
Ample Parking # No Strollers, Please 3 i
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Check us out

There's something new and different here every day

Qur Sears Outist Stove Is a great place
1o find terrific values on home
appliances. From washers and dryers
to refrigerators and more, our selection
Is updated dally with new deliveries,
Inctuding the top stx apptiance brands.
So you'll find just what you've been
looking for at prices that you won't
balieve. Stop by todayl
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