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Education spending priorities
are now seriously out of whack

egardless of the upcoming University of

Michigan-Ohio Statc football game, or

even the deer season now under way, the
favorite sport in Lansing for the rest of the year
will be ox-goring,

The state is facing 2 $500
million budget deficit for the
current fiscal year and {8 star-
ing at n 81 blllion-plus deficit
for the coming fiscal year.
State government is prohibit-
ed from running a deficit, so
budget cuts are almost cer-
tain, The big question is
which budgets will get cut
and whose oxen will get

red,

One traditiona) target is
the $1.6 billion the state
spends on higher education
at our 15 public universitics, For legislators
tooking for a quick fix, university budgets make
tempting targets, Afer all, universitics can't
match the lobbying muscle flexed by the labor
unions or big corporations or the trial lawyers,
And what’s a couple hundred million out of a
$1.8 billion budget anyway?

Quite a lot, it turns out. ‘The University

C jssion, n ber grot

u
of heavy hitters representing businesses, P
unions, hospitals, media and so forth —
including, let the record show, yours truly —
last week issued a h and well d

There are around 270,000 Michigan
residents studying at our universities.
Increasing state support by $1,000 would
cost 5270 million, which is simply not in
the cards in the near future.

The commission urged the state and the uni-
versities to forge a new compact, Over the long
run, the state should inerease support for pub-
Tic universities to competitive levels, while the
universities should be held accountable for
i in their The issil
urged an annual “education summit” at which
state government and university leaders would
hash out a long-term strategy to improve our
ability to jnvest in the intellectual capital and
human skills of our people.

This won't be easy. There are around
270,000 Michigan residents studying at our
universities, Increasing state support by
$1,000 would cost $270 million, which is sim-
ply nat in the cards in the near future,

But the commission's report hammers home

two vital connections that both outgoing Gov.
;Y‘ohan.r: gler and incoming Gov, Jennifer

report. It didn't make much of a stir in the
news media, but it made o bunch of important
points:

@ Michigan spends an average of $5,795 per
student at our public universitics. This is hard-
ly generous; it's about $1,000 less than neigh-
boring and other competitive states spend on
their college students.

B Over the past 30 years, state appropria-
tions to universitics have plummeted from
around 75 percent of their general fund
expenses to just over half, while tuition fees
have increased from around 25 percent to
nearly half. When state support for universitics
goes down, tuition goes up.
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and their legi
would do well to bear in mind.

First, there's a dircct link between state sup-
port and college tuition. Cut state support and
tuitions go up; increase state support and
tuition increases go down.,

Families complaining about tuition increases
may not like it, but this is an economic fact of
life. It's like the “pay me now or pay me later™
ad on TV; the costs of higher education have to
be met, cither by the families of college stu-
dents or by the state. (And, please nate, the
cconomic payoff is far, far better than any
other investment I can think of.}

Second, the sad fact that while taxpayers are
‘spcr}ding $1.8 billion on honing our best and

Corporation study shows an enormous payofl’
for the statc’s investment in higher education:
The $1.5 billion appropriated in 1999 pro-
duced an economic impact of $39 billion,

B Despite the big payback in money for
higher education, only 23 percent of Michigan
adults have a college degree, below the nation-
al average of 25 pereent and way below com-
petitive states like California or Washington.
The MEDC also says that lack of college gradu-
ates in the labor force is our biggest obstacle to
a growing economy,

kids in college, we are nlso spending
just about the same amount to warchouse the
50,000 or so felons now doing time in prisons,
Nobody is urging we dump a bunch of violent
criminals back into our communities, but to
spend more than $30,000 per year per inmate
versus $5,795 per college student is o com-
pelling sign that our spending priorities are
seriously out of whack.

Phll Power is the chairman of the board of the company
1hat owns this newspaper, He would be pleased o get
your teactions to this calumn either at (734) 953-2047 or
21 ppower@homecomm.net.

ast week Iwas sittingina
theater in downtown

Hugh
'Chicago watching *8 Mile,”
Gallagher 5 movie about Detroit.

Curtis Hanson's film starring

metro Detroit rapper Eminem
has won gencrally rave reviews. Despite a cliché
structure, miming “Rocky,” “Saturday Night
Fever™ and other poor boy makes good mavies,
“8 Mile” deserves its laurels for its tough as nails
ph phy of the city, its sensitive approuch
racial and, particularly, class tenslons and its
uniformly good acting.

Eminem is the real dea) who has simultane-
ously deeply offended everyone and become n
major star. He is one of a small handful of rap-
pers who nddress complex issues, emotions and
motivations. Eminem creates characters wha are
reflections of the best and worst in his own bat-
tered psyche. His self-reflective rants ring true,
no matter how painful. And even he knows the
dangerous power words can have, as in his stun-
ning song “Stan,” about a fun who takes
Eminem’s violent fantasics a step too far.

Watching ‘8 Mile’ in Chicago
raises troubling questions

Chicago has all the urban problems that
Detroit has, including a worse murder rate in
recent years.

dents abandoned the city. You know that the
~central city” isn't centrul to anything or anyone.
Residents of the city do not frequent what's left
of the downtown. Suburbanites have found
other, safer, more attrctive venues except for
thosc times when they come, grudgingly, toa
sports event, Some young, people venture down
to some music venues, often secking out the
"dangerous” vibe of the city.

1t's good to remember that Detroit was never
Chicago, Toronto or New York. Even in its best
days it was a brawling town. But it did have a
viable retail and office district, a theater district,

His natural, ionally checked perfc
perfectly captures i young man stunned by [ife's
constant sctbacks,

But secing this movie in Chicago raiscs those
old troubling questions about the big city on the
river and that symbelic road that separates, in
the words of recent political ads, "us” from
“them.”

Chicago has all the urban problems that
Detroit has, including a worse murder rate in
recent years. It has immense poverty, deteriorat-
ing neighborhoods and suburban areas where
people live in fear of everything associnted with
the city.
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first and hotels.

We may never see a revival,

For many years the late Detroit Mayor
Coleman Young was criticized for trying to build
the riverfront at the expense of the city’s deterio-
rating residential and local shopping areas.

In the end the decisions made for the ri
front were wrong. The Renaissance Center was a
derivative gluss fortress that turned its back on
the city. No serious effort was made ta keep
Woodwnrd nnd Grand Circus alive,

But the idea of building the downtown and
then using that tax revenue to build the neigh-
borhoods was the right idea, poorly executed,

But Chicagoalsohasat
1, idd) 1

Now to mass transit, lifestyles

vibsant n, resie
dential neighborhoods and thousands of people
living downtown. From the Loop, which resem-
bles Detroit up to the 1960s, to the fubulous
shops, restaurants, hotels, offices and apart-
ments along Michigan Avenue, to the jazz clubs
on Rush and Clark streets, Chicago is a city alive,
energetic and filled with thousands of people all
day and night.

Detroit has boarded-up buildings in every part
of town. Its ial aveas are for neight
hood shopping only and many of those stores are
barred and ill-kempt. People do not walk down
Woodward, which is a ghost town at the heart of
the city. People drive in to baseball, hockey and
football games and, usually, quickly drive out.

The art museum and the Fisher Theatre are
also places that people drive to and leave. To get
to the art museum, you often have to drive by
boarded buildings.

But you know all this. You know that middle
class white residents, major retailers, major
businesses and, finnlly, middle class black resi-

Iving around bland shopping malls, dis-
persed entertainment venues and deep racial
divisions have probably kitled any hope fora
centrat city and even less hope for revival of the
city’s residential areas,

In “8 Mile," the filmmakers have picked up on
thie symbolism of the baseline road that sepa-
rates the city from its northern suburbs. But it
also makes a point that not everyone who lives
north of Eight Mile is wealthy, educated or com-
fortable.

As people continue to divide and separate by
race und class, we become more insulated, We
move farther and farther and farther out, hoping
to Jeave turmoil behind. But we also leave
behind a ot of the energy, diversity, creativity
and the special rush that urban living represents.

We've lost alot.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing edilor of The
Observer Kewspapers. He ¢2n be reached by e-mail at hgal-_
fagherdoe.homecomm.nel, by phone at (734)953:2149 of by
fax al (734)591-71279,
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Fountain Park in the Village

Santa’s Arrival, Saturday, November 23rd ar Yam
Az
Main Street in the Village

the VILLAGE of ROCHESTER HILLS
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Walton Blvd. and Adams Road
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the First Annual Community Tree Lighting, Friday, November 22nd a1 7pm
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