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AT HOME |

Sale offers variety of beautiful plants

he C i
Tls bursting at the scams
with alarge arruy of gor-
geous plants in anticipation of
the annual Greenhouse
Holiday Plant Sale, which will
take place 8 a.m to 4 pm,
Tuesday and
Wednesduy,
:| Dec.3and
The green-
house can be
| reached from
the gated
entrance to
j Cranbrook
House, 380
Lone Pine
Roud, just west
of Cranbrook
Road in
Bloomfield
Hills. Follow
the signs,
Volunteers have been work-
ing diligently in order to offer
beautiful and healthy plants,
Ulle-Mai Ruben has been
devoting her time uniquely
mounting a varicty of the cpi-
phyte bromelinds, suck as
Tillandsias, Aechmeas and
Nreoregrlias on surfaces such as
driftwood and other unusual
woods, Epiphytes are air
plants,
. Ulle-Mai has been a volun-
teer for 2-1/2 years and has
schalked up many volunteer
hours, She formerly taught at
+Cranbrook Schools.
¢ “I'm really just a begitiner with
.bmmu]md\ she said. “ITiere nre
12,500 species that are native to
+the tropics and a lange unknown
+number of hybrids.
1. “Penrith Goft, president of
:the Southeastern Michigan
-Bmmcll.ul Society, has been
most helpful, nnd I've attended
tn workshop at the University of
* Michigan Matthaci Gardens, 1
\:r\joy learning about and
sworking with the plants in the
Cranbrook greenhouse.”
Other bromelinds that wilt
“ba available are vaseplant,
«Bilibergin; flaming-sword
Vriesea, with mottled folinge:
and the earthstar, Cyptanthus.
The most distinctive feature
of these plants is the cup-
rosette of leaves that holds the
water and nourishes the plant.
In some varictics, flowers and
large, colorful bracts emerge
from the center, cieating n
spectaculnr display.
Bromelinds are hardy, easy-
care plants and are forgiving.

SARTYRIGLLY

Ulie-Mal Ruben enjoys working with bromeliads at the Cranbrook greenhouse,

“Ihose that are mounted need
0 be sprayed with water regu-
awly. In the tropics they gather
moisture and nutrients from
rainfull and particles in the air.
‘Those that are grown in pots
ed a light seil that drains
hat used for
Choose n pot that
alittle small. Water
Ty filling the rosette,
t full of water (¢l
vr i the rosetie
). Also maisten the

maiol

nts teed lats of sun
and high temperatures. An
average temperature hetween
65 nnd 70 degrees is tine for
An cast or west
rtilize lightly
in el spnng There will be
many more plants from which
to choose at llm Cranbrook sile.

_'1' e ¢y v
mnrked folfage (don't miss

them), and the Crown of
Thorms plants ave ever-bloom-
ing with pretty flowers,

able, There's much mo

Choose aplant or two for
your home. Yon may want to
remember  friend with a gift
of a llower,

GOODGARDEN TIP
1f your bromeliad isn’t flow-
ering, place it in a plastic bag
le and leave it
"he ethylene
1pple will initiate

s from the
tlower buds.

When the plant stops flower-
ing the rosette starts to die, »
slow provess that can last as
long as three yea

Planting the off-sets (pups)
that form at the base of the
plant will give you a collecti
that blooms year after

Marty Flgley is an advanced master
gardener based in Birmingham. You
can leave her a message by dialing
{734) 953-2047 on a touch-tone phone.
He fax number is (248) 6441314,
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Thermal fuse helps make dryer safer

last week's column many of

you are mare aware of why
the clothies dryer is the most
dangerous appliance in your
home.

« I hope you have nlready
taken action to prevent the
possibility of your dryer caus-
ing a home firc. I would like to
explain what the manufactur-
ers have done to make your
dryer safer.

First of all, et me give you
picture of a typical clothes
dryer the Joe Gagnon way:
plain, simple and to the
point.

The dryer is a square metal
box that you place your wet
clothes into, to catch fire,

“almost.”

‘Think about it: a box filled
with heat and thermostats to
shut off that heat when it gets
hat enongh.

Since the dryer was invented
the service technicinns of
America have replaced mil-
lions of these thermostats due
1o failure. Still, unfortunately
for some 15,000 homeowners
across the land, dryers still
catch fire,

Some 15 years ago a guy
popped up on the scene and
proved to the clothes dryer
manufacturers that it was the
improper vent line that was
causing the majority of these

ﬁ nm sure that after reading

s was no easy task for the
white-haired old npplmm.c By
because he had to appear in
1 lawsnits filed by con-

inst the manufac-
turer. After the manufacturers
lost several of these lawsuits
and paid out beaucoup dollars,
they finally believed what he
ng. “Improper venting
s alint buildup and a
source for ignition.”

Note: I spent several years
working for a major appliance

T Appliance

Gagnon ]

company and knew the engi-
neering department very well,
Please don’t think that engi-
neers don't know what they
design, because they do,

1 get frustrated to no end
when I see products built and
sold and the compunies reap
the benefits of high dividends
and yet care so little about the
end user.

THERMAL FUSE

In recent years, the manu-
facturers have installed a sim-
ple thermal fuse to shut of the
dryer or heat when improper
vent line is used.

Hoorny! Finally, at last, they
got smart. The question is
smart for thems:
for consumers? You decide,

‘The new thermul fuse does
twao things. It helps to prevent
adryer fire and it puts a stop to
many Jawsuits by homeowners.
T e industry has been
forewarned, Don't install or
waork on dryers that aren't
. You could be

1 would like to have you keep
an important factor in mind
while reading the rest of this
column, The manufacturers
have serviee departments that
are designed to make money
and they don't care to have you
fix your own appliance.

The fuse is a one-time blow
fuse, which means it doesn't
reset itself when it is overheat-
ed. When the sir doesa't move
s it at the specified rate, it
blows and that is usually

because the vent line is wrong
or plugged up. This causes the
homeowner to call for a service
technician in most cases and
that keeps a service depart.
ment very busy.

My point of contention is
this: The manufacturers have
finally come up with a device
that more o less warns the
homeowner to cither change
their eurrent vent line or clean
it out, and this deviee ends up
costing the consumer a service
call.

1 can argue on different sys-
tems to do the same thing but
I'm sure their engineers know
best.

Wit [ do think is absolutely
wrong is their design, which
creates an expense to the end

uset.

‘Why couldn’t they place this
thermal fuse in an arca that is
feasible for homeowners to do
the repair themselves, such as
the casy access right up there
in the console area that you
could get to by removing a
screw?

Instead it is on the back of
the dryer, on the portion where
air travels down to the vent
line.

You have to disconnect the
vent line, pull out the dryer so
you can get to the back of it,
remuve the whole back section
and replace the part,

Yes, this column doces have a
very positive flavor in that the
manufacturer of a clothes
dryer installed a part that com-
pensates for a consumer’s igno-
rance and helps prevents home
fires. Could they have done it
faster and better? You bet. Stay
tuned.

Joe Gagnon ¢an now be heatd on
V4J-950 and WXYT1270. He is & mem-
ber ang past president of the Society
of Consumer Affairs Professionals. His
phone number is (248) 455-7261.

Plants and pests
The Michigan School of Gardening
olfers a variety of ¢lasses. Advance

registralion is required. Space s limit-

26 and some classes have prerequis

sites. Call (248} 4-GARDEN for informa-

tion. The schedule Includzs the Sour-
session Sotving Commaon Pest and
Disease Problems ($124), beginning
Tuesday, Hov. 26, 3t Goldner Walsh

GARDEN CALENDAR

Hursery, 559 Orchard Lake Road in
Pontiac.

Polnsettla Soiree
The Belle Isle Botanical Society will
present the 15th annual Polnsettia
Soiree 6-9 p.m, Sunday. Dec. 8, at Lhe
&nna Sctipps Whitcomb Conservatory
on Bile Isle.
The event will benefit the conservalo-
1y and surrounding gardens. Danation

GIANT WAREHOUSE

SHERWOOD

is $40 per person. Light supper and
desserts by Union Street of Detroit,
rmusical entertainment by Bit) Meyer,
caricature illusteations by Robert J.
Bauer, and door prizes {including
poinsettias. wreaths and a ginger-
bread house) will be featured.

Make reservations by Thursday. Dec.
5. Call {313) 8524054 for more infor+
mation.

STUDIOS
WAREHOUSE
24760 Crestview Court
Farmington Hills
248-476-3760
10 AM - 5PM

Choose from a Great
Selection of Fine Furniture
Leather Sofas » Love Seats ¢ Chairs

Bedrooms  Dining Rooms ¢ Occasional
Exotic Woods e Tables and much morg!
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