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These books make perfect holiday gifts for children

BY VICKIDIAZ * [ 2
CORRESPONDENT
Next time you face the holi-

day rush, why not take this col-
umn along? It's a list of six
titles guaranteed to gladden the
ﬁ;eum of young readers on The
ay. Each book is easy to find
and ensy to wrap. Also impor-
tant: No assembly and nota
single battery required, .

W Henry Hikes to Fitchburg,
by D.B. Johnson (Houghton
Mifllin, $15.00, nges 5-9).

; Selected by the New York
Times ns onc of the year's 10
Dest Illustrated Books, this
‘charming adventure fntroduces
kids to the likes of Henry David
‘Thoreay, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Nathanicl
Hawthornc, and Bronson
-Alcatt, although not onc of
them makes an actual appear-
ance. In the book, the bearish
title chrracter and an ursine
friend make a dead as they plan
avisitto Fitchburg, Henry will

walk, they decide, but his fricnd
will work until he's carned
enough to buy a train ticket to
the city; then they'll sce who
gets there first. The tale is sup-
posedly based on a real oceur-
rence in Thoreau's life,
Endnotes feature fun facts on
the famous Americans, and the
blocky, colorful illustrations are
sure to entertain and amuse,

B 7 Walk at Night, by Lois
Duncan; fllustrated by Steve
Johnsan and Lou Fancher
(Viking, 815.99, ages 5-9).

Another selection on the

trated by Tom Pohrt (Atlantic
Mc;nlhly Press, $18,95, ages 8-
up).
Written by a noted Michigan
author and illustrated by an
Ann Arbor artist, this
enthralling story about child-
hood tragedy is set in
Michigan’s north woods.
Jimmy, a high-strung seven-
year-old (his family calls him a
“wild child™}, loscs an cye inan
accident and eventually finds
himself through the articulate
lessons of nature, Harrison has
authored several novellas, six

venr-old Indin Opal Buloni and
er scruffy canine companion,

Winn-Dixie (named after the
supermarket where Opal first
encounters him). DiCamillo
writes a highly engaging, com-
ing-of-age story about a girl
who yearns for the mother who
has walked out on her and her
father years earlier. She also
yearns for new fricnds, since
she and her dad have just
moved to the littde town of’
Nnomi, Florida, and she knows
not a soul there, Because of

" Winn-Dixic comes to life

through its colorful, endearing
characters, its mossy Florida
backdrop, and some dclightful
touches of humor. Opal’s father
is a preacher and the novel def-
initely contains food for
thought, but it is never, ever

preachy.

W The Doll People, by Ann
M. Martin and Laura Godwin;
illustrated by Brian Selznick
{Hyperion, $15.99, ages 8-12),

In this imaginative and
often-comical mystery novel,

Annabelle is a "living doll”
who's been rround for a centu-
ry, even though she'll never be
more than cight years old. She
dwells in a Victoriun dollhouse
with the rest of her poreclain
family, doing pretty much the
same old thing every day, until
anew and "medern” family—
the Funcrufts—take up resi-
dence in their sparkly, pink
plastic abode nearby. Annabelie
quickly makes fast friends with
neighbor Tiffany, and the two
soon embark on many adven-
tures together. Most of these
adventures involve a search for
Annabelle’s Auntie Sarah Doll,
gone missing more than forty
years carlicr. Some of the most
amusing parts of the story
accur when human characiers
intervene in the dolls' lives, At
one point {thanks to the little
girl who plays with them), toy
chickens, cows, and horses pay
a rather disruptive visit to the
Dolls’ Victorian parlor. At other
times, Do)] family members are
stuffed jously into

an open icebox, the kitchen
sink is abandoned on the stair-
way, and the Funcrafts’ swim-
ming pool is filled with grape
sodn, making for an icky, sticky
patio, Selznick’s black-and-
white artwork doubles the
pleasure of this enchanting

read.

W The Legend of the Teddy
Bear, by Frank Murphy; illus-
trated by Gijsbert van
Frankenhuyzen (Sleeping Bear
Press, $16.95, ages 5-10).

From Michigan's Slecping
Bear Press comes this endear-
ing tale centering on President
‘Theodore Roosevelt and the
young bear he allegedly refused
1o shoot while out hunting one
day in 1902. The resultant pub-
licity apparently inspired & New
York couple to create the first
teddy bears. The rest, as they
say, is history. As told on these
pages, it’s a delectable story,
deliciously illustrated.
Accompanicd by a warm-and-
fuzzy teddy bear, it could moke

the absolutely perfect gift.

T SOUNDBITES °

A Love Supremie {Deluxe Editlon)

(Imputse, $29.98) by John Coltrane

" John Coltrance's passionate

‘four-part suite, A Love

Supreme, is a deeply personal

statement of religious devotion

that has become one of the
cssential jarzz recordings.

The 196+ session finds
Coltranc's classic quartet —
with pianist McCoy Tyner,
bassist Jimmy Garrison and
drummer Elvin Jones - ot
their peak, mixing swing-like
structures, modal playing,
polyrhythmns and a freer
approach to improvisation.

Coltrane's tenor saxophone
solos range from contemplative
to exuberant,

! This two-disc deluxe edition
offers something for both the
Coltrune initinte and devotee.
The first disc is a newly remas-
.tered version of the original LP
that eliminates some audio
‘flaws found on previous digital
versions, The second dise
jincludes the only live perform-
;ance of the full suite — a con-
cert at the 1965 Antibes jazz
ifpstival in' Prance — that was
previously available only on
bootleg, non-U.S. releases. The
45-minute performance — 15
minutes longer than the
‘recorded version — allows for
‘extended solos by Coltmne and
Garrison in the Pursuance sce-
tion,

The rest of the disc comprises
alternate takes from the origi-
nal recording session, most
notably two previously unre-
leascd sextet versions of the
apening moverment
Acknowledgement — with
ténor saxophonist Archle

‘Shepp and bassist Art Davis

‘added ~ on which Coltrane's

}eelebmled chanted passage is

jreplaced by a tenor snx dia-

logue.

= Chartes J. Gans, AP Wiiter

aforementioned New York novels, scven poetry collections,
‘Times list, J Walk at Night plus much rioted non-fiction,
packs special appeal for fcline  and this brieftale ranks amang
fans of all ages. In it, a sleck his most eloquent work. Pohrt’s
calico tells us her nighttime tale  carefully detailed, woodsy
(". . when your cyelids close/l alette features white pinces,
tread on silken toes,/Drawn by herens, loans, turtles, ravens,
sweet memories/of caves and ond other wild life, and cap-
jungle trees”), The midnight- tures the mood throughout.
blucand d -5 illustra- B Because of Winn-Dixie, by
tions perfectly complement the  Kate DiCamillo (Candlewick
gentle, evocative verse, Press, $15.99, ages 9-12),

& The Boy Who Ran to the In this Newbery Medal chap-
‘Woods, by Jim Harrison; illus-  ter book, readers meet ten-
I
Through reader feedback, this Interac-  are published twice.
tive feature is dedicated to WHAT WE FOUNOD

helping readers locate retall merchan-
dise that's ditficult to find. If where
product Is sold or service s available,
call {248) 901-2555 and feave a message
with your name and phone number.
Please be patient about your requests
and feedback we receive annver
whelming number of phone calls, Also,
please spell any uncommon items, If
you don't see information about your
request, we couldn't find it. Requests

Join Santa
for pancakes

The Detroit Zoo will kick off
its annual Wild Winter cclebra-
tion with Santa and a pancake
breakfast. The pancakes start
flipping at 8:30 am. on Dec. 7,
14 and 21, in the zoo's
Interpretive Gallery. The event
costs $35 for adults, $30 for
children, and includes brenk-
fast, photos with Santa, o spe-
cial gift from Santa and an
appearnnice by the Radio City
Rockettes, Call (248) 541-5717
to reserve tickets,

Through Wild Winter the zoo
offers special activities, crafts
and entertainment every week-
end December to February. The
fun includes ice carving
demonstrations, performances
by the Mosaic Youth Theater,
Gemini, Mare Thomas and
Max the Moose, and lots of dec-
orated trees.

Visitors can watch the snow
monkeys soak in their hot tub
and sce the arctic fox sporting
its white winter coat.

Zoo admission is $8 for
ndults, $6 for children, 2-12
and senior citizens, 62 and up.
The 200 is open 10 a.m.~4 p.m.
everyday. It's located at
‘Woodward and the 1-696 serv-
ice drive, Royal Oak.

Opens This Friday

‘Bring_»thl‘amil !

- Red cherry chips can be purchased
{rom the Baker's catafogue {800) 821
6836 or on the Inlernet at wwwbaker-
scatalogue.com.

WHERE CAN | FIND
- Astore that sells a turtleneck sweat
shist made try Russell Athletic wear for
Sue of South Lyon.
- A store that sells moth ball flakes for
Andrew.
- Astore that sells a Big Ben alarm

WHERE CAN | FIND?

clock made by Westclock for Francie of
Commerce Tawnship,

= A store that selts Season Ticket
slacks for women for Kathy.

- A store 1631 seils Members Onty
men's Jackets for (rma.

- Astore that sells Colgate Star Wars
Galactle bubble mint tooth paste {Darth
Vader on tront) for Kim of Livonfa.

- A store that sells La Laura perfume
(sofd at Mervyns) tor Lori of Garden

City.
= Alocksmith that can make or has a

matching key for an old roll top desk
for Susan.

- A store that sells 3 removabie side
sash for Platf windows for Katie.

- A store that sells Jersey Bell mlik
bottles for Jan of Westland.

- A store thal sells Andrea Eye O's (eye
mask) for Margaret

= A store that sells & videocassette of
the televislon serles Hothern
Exposure tor Adrieane.

~ A bulk food store in the Farminglon
area for Marge of Farminglon Kills.

- Astore that sells 3 large-scale rug
beater for Dale.
- A stare that selis Breck shampoo in
the qallon size for Edith.
- Astore that sells the Clairol Kindness
bt robers for Karen of Livonia.
- Astore that sells men's slacks with 3
28-Inch waist and 32-inch
In-seam for €d of Plymouth.
- Astore that selis Sock Locks for
socks to be used in the washing
machine for Maxine

- Compiled by Sandi Jarackas

-

Wayne County
Holiday Craft Show & Open House:
9 a.m.to 5 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Nov. 29-30, Plymauth Reed & Cane
Supply, 1052 ¥. Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth,
Baskets, decoralive and folk art paint-
ing, fine crafls, Christmas ornaments.
{134) 455-2150
Christmas Cralt Show: 9 am.to 4 pm,
Saturday, Dec.?, St Thomas a'Becket
Catholic Church, 555 5. Lilley,
Canton. More than 80 cratlers,
bake sale and lunch available.
Admission $2, under age 12 free. (134)
9811333,

Bolshoi Ballet
Swan Lake

Baris Akimov srtatie duector
Choreography by Yuri Grigoravich

. ofter Marius Petipe and Lev (vanoy
TODAY? 2pm

@m Auditorium » Ann Abor

theyeart

CRAFT CALENDAR '

Oakland County
Elf Shelf Arts & Crafts Show: Crafters
may apply for the 3ist annual juried
show, Saturday, Hov, 30 at Troy High
School. Send entries to PO. Box 1545,
Troy, M148099, or call Marilyn Johason
(248) 689-4992.

Eisewhere
LAnse Creuse High School North:
Crafty Christmas Arl & Crait Show, 10
a.m.to 4 pm, Saturday, Dec. 7, 23700 21
Mile Road, between Gratiot and North
Avenue, Macomb. Food, refreshments.
bake sale, band performanzes. o
stroiless. Donation at the door, S2.
{8103 569-3600.

02/03 UMS FALL SEASON

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Handel’s
Messiah

(Mozart edition)

UMS Charal Union

nn Arbor Symphany Orchestra

Thomos Sheets conductar
Jonice Chandle cerare
Bejun Mehta countertence
Eic Cutier tenor

Dean El1ingo teu-bantane

LIVE ON STAGE!

Tickets avallable at tha Fox
box offices, Hockeytawn Authenti

ON SALE NOW!

. Winner f Tnyward
MARCH 4-9
FOX THEATRE

and all ticketmaster outlets, including Marshall Field's.

Theatre and Joe Louis Arena
ics in Troy {without service charges)

Charge by Phon

or online at OlympiaEntertalnment.com

e 248.433.1515

Groups (20 or more) call 313.471.3099

QAKLAND UMIVERSITY § PRO

X, Meadow Brook Thealre

Everyone’s Favorite

FESSIONAL THEAIRE (ORPLNY

N .
o 326 Holiday Classic!
ot om

Messiah as you've never heard it before? fn the NOV 29'0[( 22
past, one composer's revision of anothes com- by Chorles Ditiens,

poser's music wos considered a form of tribute E

rather than grounds for litigation. Some 40 adaptation and nﬂg:‘n;l

years after Handel's ofiginal premiered in staging by Charles Nolte

Dublin, Horart revised the great oraton, RATED G for ol owibonces

adding mare wind instruments to the orches- Chisdewn 5 amd eve wakoans.

ra and rewarking some of the solas. Messiok
hos been performed annually ot UMS since

the Choral Union’s founding in 1373, and this
betoved Ann Arbor tradition kicks off aweek

af holiday eoncerts.
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