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Hills ranked 25th safest city in U.S.

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

City officials in Farmington

Hills are never shy about touting
how safe they think their city is,
and niow there's a national statis-

tic lo prove it.

A research company that col-

lects FBI data points out
Farmington Hills ranks 25th
safest overall in the nation in
2001,

Morgan Quitno Press, an inde-

All cities of 75,000-plus popu-

pendent research and publishing  Iations that reported crime data
company, announced its latest to the FBI for the six crime cate-
findings recently, The company  gories were included.
ublishes an annual reference Final 2001 statistics, released
X on crime statistics, ranking by the FBY on Oct. 26, were used
the safest and most dang to di the ranki
cities, Farmington Hills Police Chief
Thelistisbased onacitysrate  William Dwyvr said he thinks the
for 5ix basic crime categories: ranking is a true sign of the dedi-
murder, rape, robbery, aggravat-  cation Farmington Hills police
ed assault, burglary and motor officers have.
vehicle theft. “We try to have a high visibility

as far as our uniformed officers Five of the recent six bank rob-

are concerned,” he said. “We've beries in the Hills have been

had aggressive enforcement of closed by arvests,

narootic arrests as well.” . Thechicfsaid the city has been
“The chief pointed out compar-  the focus of high profile cases in

ing 2001 and 2002 data, nll recent years as well, which have

major crimes in the city are down
around 15.5 pereent, excluding

armed robberies. As did sur-

rounding communitics, the city
suffered an unusually high num-

drawn unusual media focus.
*Because of these high-profile
cases, the conumunily can some-
times think it’s not safc here, but
it's just the opposite;” the chief

ber of bank robberies this past

year, hesaid. -

PLEASE SEE RANK, A7

Two area teens
will be competing for the title
of iss Jr. Teen Detroit ina
pageant that will take place
Dec. 6.

Jufianne Marie Allemang, 13,
of Farmington Hills, a student
3t Power Hiddle School, and
Hona Sudhir Shah, 4, of
farmington, a student at
Fasmington High, will be com*
peling for a share of more
1han $20,000 In schoterships,

in modeling routines that

T Incluge casual and format
vear. More Importantly, how-
ever, they will be challenged
to demonstrated their person:
Alities and interviewing skills
with a panel of judges.
Personalily {s the number one
aspect of judging during afl
phases of competition.

The daughter of Dale and
Eileen Allemang, Julianne has

-two brothers, Curtis and
Matthew. She enjoys pom
pons, hip-hap dancing. horse:
back riding and is active in
gymnastics and Soccer. She is
sponsored by Mid-American
Studio and Thomas Jusino,
DDS. MS.

Mona s the dauglier of
Sudhir and Kashmira Shah.
She has a sister, Neeyali, who
Is10. An “A" student, she has
won several awards in soccer,
was student council president
and captain of her safety
palrol in fitth grade. She also
plans tojoin the Farmington
High socces and volleyball
teams. Her sponsors are Or.
Joseph V. Giannola, Dr.
Bernatd Milles, Plasticralts,
(ne., Subway-Farminglon,
Ounkin Donuts and Baskin
Robbins of Farmington Hills,
Super Klean Products, Total
Health Care and Coach &
Lantern Motel,

For more informaticn about
the pageant and sponsorships,
call pageant coordinator Paity
at (B00) 569-2481.

B New in
classified

1f you missed the Tuesday
deadtine for placing your clas:
silied ad in the Observer &
Eccentric, don't worry. The
Obsesver & Eccenlsic
Hewspapers, in an elfort fo
better seeve our customers,
now offers a"Too Lale To
Classily™ category for thase
last-minute additions for the
Thursday papes. Deadline for
{he “Too Late Jo Classity” cat-
egory is nocn Wednesdays.
Call 800-579-SELL to place
your classified ad.

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFE WRITIR

Farmington Hills Friday.

Offer sales, and they will come.
Day after Thanksgiving shoppers
who love bargains and the freedom

from n day off wark were bustli

Of the random shoppers inter-
viewed, all said they were making no
change in their shopping habits for

the 2002 holiday.

in

At the popular Farmington Hills
Target store on Orchard Lake, plenty
h were taking of

Hannah Pingel of Farmington and Prisclila White of northwest Detrolt foad up Pingel's truck after shopping at Torget.

Shoppers come to town seeking deals

Target.

and out of storcs in Farmington and

of
a specinlly priced DVD/VCR combo

player and another boom box that

was advertised on the front page of
the store’s circular.

Hanneh Pingel of Farmington and
her boyfriend’s mom, Priscilla White
of northwest Detroit, were packing
away the many items they bought at

BRTAN WITCHILL | DASERVLR
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Toy store
pulls plug
on video

games .|\

The Zany Brainy educational toy
retailer, which has an outlet in
Farmington Hills, announced this
week that it plans to pull video games
and video game units from its store
shelves,

.. _Company spokesman Alan Marens
“sald the declsion was twofold. He
said video games were only generat-
ing about 2 to 3 pereent of averal
sales and that the company didn't
want to support the continuing trend
of promating violence in new games,

“Qur market is parents with kids
ages 4-10,” Marcus said. “There’s not
enough titles for that age group to
make it profitable”

The chain stores only carried video
games rated “E” for Everyune,
Marcus pointed out.

He said parents have been contact-
ing the compnny, applauding its deci-
sion this week.

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

PLEASE SEE GAMES, AT

Welday announces bid for

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER

Paul Welday of
Farmington has
announced he is a candi-
date for the first vice
chairman of the Michi

first vice ch

ofthe

Oakland County

GOP post

2002 re-clection cam-

U.S. Rep. Joc Knollcnbcrt;
R i1 it

Michigan GOP because paign.

have the real world experi- - Republican Finance Welday said if he wins
ence our party needsand  Committee co-chair and he will be helping to boost
the proven k how to i jittee mem-  the organizatt

win clections,” Welday ber. He was chiefof staffto  ing clubs and help define

Republican Party,
“Iam running for the

activist, he has served s a
precinet delegate, state

and chnirman of the
Knollenberg's successful

the Republican message
and come up with the best

PLEASE SEE WELDAY, AY

by build-

Jaycees light up the Warner Mansion

‘The Farmington Arca Jayeees will
sponsor the 17th Annual Warner
Mansion Holiday Tree Lighting
beginning at 5 p.m, Saturday, Dee. 7.

This year's event has been expand-
ed and will include caroling, story-
telling and visits with Santa and
Mrs. Claus, ‘Tours of the mansion

will be available; adni

Other festivities will include a holi~
day auction, ornament making (with
a $2 donation), music and refresh-
ments. Mayor Jim Mitchell and other
speciat guests will light the tree with
the help of local school children at 6

of

.m.
As always, the busi
d

is$2o0r  Farmi

donation of n vintage ornament.

an
are pitching in to make the Holidny

Hills
(248) 545-1969.

“Tree Lighting even more memorable.
‘Tryban Tree Farms will once again
donate the tree. Support has also
come from Anna's Café, Farmington
Bakery, Starbucks and Tim Horton's.
The Governor Wamer Mansion is
located at 33805 Grand River in
J i For more
information call Rence McAdams at

Win tickets to Ford Field
City:Bowl!

Why Is Ford Fleld the perfect place to |
watch the Motor City Bowl?

Tell us In one or two fines {keep it shost please), and you
could win up to four tickets to the Thursday, Dec. 26, game.
courtesy of The Observer § Eccentric Newspapers. Emai, fax |
ot send I your response atong with your name, addsess and
telephone number to: Motor City Bowl Ticket Giveaway. /o i
Cathy Young, GSE Promotion Manager, 36251 Schoolcralt, :
Livonia, MI 4B150. Fax is (734) 953-2232. Or email your
response to cyoung@oe homecomm.n et !

Deadline is 5 p.m. Dec. 16,
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“We always selt our cars in your paper.
‘Thanas for the great resull, this one gﬁ
Inunder 3 mert™ > L Kovt
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Pasty fise .
Coming Thursday in the At Home
section: Professlonal party
planners share suggestions to
help make a supe: celebratlon.




