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performs seasonal music
from the Medieval era

.
BYLINDA SPARKMAN
CORRESPOKDENT
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{Muslc will transport listen-
crsto another ern on Tuesday,
Dec. 3, at Christ Church
Cranbrook in Bloomficld Hills.

1t will send the nudience
hack to a time long before
Silent Night and O Come All Ye
Faithful became popular holi-
day standards; back to
Medicval Europe, where instru-
ments and human voices com-
bined in ecrie, moving patterns.

‘The Waverly Consort, an
cnsemble of cight singers and
five reproduction instrumental-
ists, will perform The

would neced an angel or two to
underwrite it.”

She pitched the idea to the
Cranbrook Musie Guild and to
the choir dircctor at Christ
Church Cranbrook.

“He (the director) knew it
was something that was really
good. They (the church)
jumped at it”

The Waverly Consort's 70-
minute concert will include
liturgical English, French,
Spanish and Italian music-dra-
mas from the 10th through the
15th centuries, An eight-page
printed program, includinga
complete English translation of

Chris Story, an adaptati
of music-drama Christmas cel-
cbrations from the Middle
Ages, at 8 p.m. at the church,
located at Lone Pine and
Cranbrook ronds in Bloomficld
Hills. Cranbrook Music Guild
and Music at Christ Church
Cranbrook are co-sponsoring
the group's appearance,

“I have watched and waited
for this for years and have been
in contact with the (group’s)
ngent,” said Ellic DeWolfe, pro-
gram chair for the Cranbrook
Music Guild, “It is an expensive
undertaking. 1 knew the Music
Guild couldn't swing it on their
own”

Last winter, DeWolfe discov-
cred that the New York-based
Waverly Consort had been

the text, will enhance the effect
of the authentic verse, sungin
Latin.

The group employs theatrical
technigues used long ago, such
as lighting contrasts, along with
musical and vocal combina-
tions from times past. The
acoustics and Gothic architec-
ture of Christ Church
Cranbrook also help replicate
an early European cathedral.

“It begins with the church in
complete darkuess. It starts
with three minutes of singing
from back of the church. Little
by little, they move down the
aisle and the lights come up,”
DeWolfe described the per-
formance. *It's nothing you'll
see in church today, It's strictly
Middle Ages music.”
l‘ninsmking'rcscaxch and art~

booked into Kal Callege
for a December 2002 holiday
concert. She figured they might
be willing to perform a second
show in Michigan.

“That's 2 1/2 hours down the
road. It’s in our back yard as far
as booking music people,” she
said, * thought, ‘Oh, boy!’ That
was my dream, But I knew 1

ful P are necessary
to stage a performance of
medieval music, Today, one can
find scores of modern
Christmas programs, but musi-
cal “traditions” had to start
somewhere, and finding their
roots is a meticulous project
that winds in and out of many
countries and spans five cen-
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Everyone's Favorite
Holiday Classic!
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The Waverly Consort Is an ensemble of eight singers and five rep roduction instrumentalists.

n

turics, Early musical notations  together t in this
e P

the Medi

Museum of Artin
1Seul

svere nothing like the neatly isan
placed symbols today’s vocalists
and musicians read. In fact,
music written for instrumental *
parts was virtually nonexistent.
Chants from medicval Spain,

I intery
impressive feat.
Past performances have
brought rave reviews, The Los
Angeles Times said, “This is the

masses from England andthe  son.” The Chicago Tribune
12th century liturgical drama,  called it, “One of the joys of the
The Play of Herod, are ali season.”

brought to this dramatic re-
telling of the story of Christ's
birth. Pulling these roots

The Wavetly Cansort first
performed The Christmas Story
in New York, ot the

7/
///4

For supporting the
Rosemary Dean

Benefit Show
on
November 16, 2002

The Dean Family
Reflections
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in 1980.

Iy o
Today, they still per-
form in the museum, but
they’ve moved to the Cloisters
to accommodate larger audi-
way to begin the Chiristmas sea-  ences.

Celebrate Christmas in the Middle Ages

The Waverly Consort

WAYERLY CONSORT

What: A concert on medieval
instruments

When: 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 3
Where: Christ Church
Cranbrook, Bloomfield Hills,
corner of Lone Pine and
Cranbrook roads (one mile
west of Woodward)

Cost: $30

Tickets: Available at the door.
(248) 644-5210, £xt. 56

- 1

“They play to standing room
only crowds,” DeWalfe said.

In addition to The Christmas
Story, the group performs
music of Europe and the
Amcricas from the 10th to the
19th century thraughout the

year,

Michael and Kay Jafee
founded the group in 1964, in
an effart lo preserve the sounds
and styles of carly music. The
musicians have toured North
America, Britain, South
America and the Far East. The
group also has several record-
ings, including The Christmas
Story (Wave Records, WAV
13099) en compact disc,

“Tickets will be available at
the door, and a festive reception
in the Guild Hall will follow the
performance.

- Staff wriler Sharon Dargay con-
{ributed to this story.
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Handel’s

Messiah

(Mozart edition)
UMS Chotal Unioa
Ann Arbor Symphany Drchestra

Boston Pops
Esplanade

G EVENTS

Thomas Sheets conductor

Janice Chandler wapano Bejun Mekta comtertasse
£ne Cutlertmor Dean Elzinga bane
ti 1276 8pm

st 1277 3pm

Michegon Theater » Ann Arbat

Mexpiah os you've never heard it before? 1n the
past, one composer's revision of anathet com-
paser's music was conyidered a form of tnbute
rather than grounds fas litigetion Some 40 years
olter Handel’s onginal premiered in Dublin,
Motart tevised the great oratoro, cddmg more
wind imytruments to the orchestra and eewothing
scme of the solos. Messiah hot been performed
annually at UMS nince the Chorat Umon's found-
ingn 1475, and thrs beloved AnaArbor trodition
kicks off & weed of hohidoy concerts.
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Orchestra

Holiday Cancert!

B

Keith Lackhart canductor

Kathleen Brett soprane

with the University Singers

Colfornia State Universaty, Fulierton
50n12/8¢pm

Conler Areng + &no Arbor

The Boston Pops Esplonade Orchestra tokes
cente court in Urisler Aiena for a tpecial ok
day concert. Complete with seatonal music,
atandard game-time concessions, @ ing-alofg
of yout favorite holiday tunes, and guest ~
appearantes by Santa {lous and others locol
celebrities —including actot Jet! Domels
reading “Tmas the Kight Before Christmas™—
this event 18 the perfect hahday cebebration for
the entire family!

Semeriry (D SeirteneveRnIm

STREET LIVE]:

Emerson
String Quartet

#i22/33spm

Rackham Auditonium = Ano Arbor

Wth a1 Grommy amards, including tw for Best
Cloasica! Atbum, the Emersons "pive playing of
exceptional technical occomplishment and an
unusunlly wide expressive range * (Gramophone)

PROGRAM

Smetana  Strng Qurtetin e minor, 0p. 116

(*From My Lite™)

Shostakoneh Stning Quartet No 8, Op. 118

Schubert  Stang Quartetin dminor, D. 110
(“Death and the Masden™}
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Altan
ATraditional

Gaelic Seasonal Calebration

s,
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with special guests

Loarse Kelly bas

Seamus Begley sccordian snd vocais

Jim Mutray puaer

Step dancers from Keery

sat 12714 1pm

Michigon Thrater « Aan Arbor

*&ltan continues to be one of the Celtic world's
great treavures, gifted with a front hine that

it a sheer powerhouse.” (Los Angeles Tames)
With theit exqursitely produced amard-wining
recotdings, ranping from the most senditive
and touching old Irsh songs tohard-hitting
teels and jigs, Altan 1t committed to brnging
the beauly of traditional lrish music to con-
temparary oudiences.
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