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Neon and nature combine in Branson

BY NORMA AND WENDY SCHONWETTER
CORRESPONOENTS

How does a city with a popu-
lation of 6,000 attract seven
million visitors every year?
Could it be the more than 40
theaters and neatly 80 different
shows per day? Oris it the
combination of neon and
nature set amid the rolling
Ozark Mountains? Or the fan-
tastic water activities, golf
courses, amusement parks and
campgrounds?

Branson, Missouri, is the live
entertainment capital of the
world and a year-round vaca-
tion destination,

Boasting more theater scats
than Broadway, Branson is
home to big-name catertainers
and world-class shows from
every entertainment genre, dis-
pelling the myth that Branson
mainly sports entertainers who
are past their prime or into
country and gospel.

‘There are up to three shows
per theater per day, with
diverse entertainment offerings
- pop, country, swing, 503 rock
“n’ rall, gospel, patriotic, classi-
cal and Brondway show tunes
combined with magic and com-
edy. The informality and
fricndliness of the entertainers
will amaze you,

They come into the audience,
then linger in the lobby after
performances to greet fans,
sign autographs and have plc-
tures taken, There's a wonder-
ful personal touch, even to
announcing diffcrent groups,
anniversaries and birthdays,
Many shows end with patriotic
music, singing God Bless
America,

Prices for shows are reason-
able, around $20 to $30 for
adults with the dinner shows
slightly higher.

It's amazing how many of the
shows are made up of very tal-
ented families including the
Lennon Brothers, the Lennon

Sisters, the Presleys (five gener-
ations), the Duttons, the
Hughes Brothers, the Gatlin
Brothers, and the Osmond *
Brothers. A few of the other
popular shows arc Bobby
Vinton joined by the Glenn
Miller Orchéstra, Yacov
Smirnofl, Jim Stafford, Andy
Willinms and Shaji Tabuchi.
The latter is one of the most
popular shows in one of the
most claborate and expensive
theaters, right down to the
crystal chandeliers in the
women's restroom, Shoji takes
the audience on o musical tour
around the world. He smazes
audicnees with his incredible
talent und versatility,

The Branson Belle Showboat
and Dixie Stampede and are
goad examples of shows that
include great dinncers in the
price. These two get our vote
for dinner combined with best
all-around show. The Showboat
Branson Belle show has onc of
the most fascinating ventrilo-
quist acts with a live tatking
dog, n Russian ballet and acro-
batic team, singing, dancing
and comedy with a gourmet
three-course dinner.

EQUESTRIAN SHOW

‘The Dixie Stampede has 32
magnificent horses doing mar-
velous tricks nnd competitions
pitting North ngainst South in
a friendly rivalry. There are
ostrich and pig races, fabulous
costumes, & barrel of music,
special effects, comedyand a
delicious four-course feast in a
35,000-square-foot arcna. Al
this and fireworks, too!

Other entertainment activi-
ties include the Imax entertain-
ment complex that features the
Ozark’s Legacy and Legend,

dozens of wet family fun rides at
the 12-acre White Water Park,
three factory outlet malls, and
year-round tours and wine tast-
ing at Stone Hill Winery. For

Branson sparkles during the Christinas season,
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Contact Visitor Information:
(800) 2143661 or Web site:
wyw.explorebranson.com

The nearest airport, about an
hour by car, is Springfield,
served by American, United,
Northwest and US, Alrways.
Shuttle service is available for
about $60 per person,
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incredible natural beauty in the
surrounding area that pmvzdc
year-round outdoor opportuni-
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fishing, jet skiing, parasailing,
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Dogwood Canyon Nature
Park is an Ozark Wilderriess
Arca with more than 10,000
scenie acres to experierice,

Open-air trmm tours allow
you to see tree-covered ridges,
beautiful waterfalls, towering
bluffs, creek beds with stone-
covered bridges, and abundant
wildlife. There are six miles of
paved trails that follow the
canyon floor for wall kr:rs and
bikers.

‘The Wonders of Wildhfc
Museum in Springfield hits cap-
tured the sights and sounds of
the Ozarks, complete with
forests bnrstmg with color, tran-
quil ponds, glorious rivers and
waterfalls, There are birds, fish,
waterfow], and river otters to
greet you. In realistic exhibits,
wildlife native to Missouri is set
in natural habitats, Two large
aquariums make it easy to com-
pare salt water and fresh water
fish. The fresh water aquarium
contains fish native to the
Ozarks.

There's even a walk-through
replica of a largemouth bass
showing how they breathe,
what they eat, and more, Since
Missouri has the most caves ln
the country it's not surprising to
find a reproduction of a cave,
This newly built interactive
museumn, located next to the
Bass Pro Shops Qutdoor World
is well-worth a visit.

CRAFTERS AND CAVERNS

Learn about the history of the
Qzarks at Shepherd of'the Hills,
both an attraction and a theater.
Silver Dollar City depicts the
Ozarks in the 1880s with 100
resident erafters demonstrating
their skills, more than a dozen
rides to delight the kids and
wonderful culinary treasures.
This turn-of-the century park
provides trditional ambiance,
food, costumes, music and
crafts. Fantastic Marvel Cave,
Leneath Silver Dollar City, start-
cd itall in 1894 with eave tours,
The cave has one of the largest
unsupported cathedral rooms.
At 400 feet long and 200 feet
high, it's large enough to house
2 20-story building,

‘The Festival ofl.ighu, with
spectacular lighting displays
and holiday-theme shows,
sparks the magical Christmas
scason, which began Nov. 1. The
‘Trail of Lights display at
Shepherd of the Hills is a fun
drive-through cxpcncncc. Or
consider visiting in the spring
when the Ozarks come to life
with a profusion of flowering
dogwood and redbud trees and
other flowers,

“Celebration City" a new
theme park opening in late
spring 2003, will highlight the
colorful and entertaining era of
20th-century America.
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