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Catlin's record-setting effort mystifies Warriors

Y JiM TOTH
STAFF WRITER

a Phy:lcu[ly. he's far from intlmi-

ting.

Mentally, he's a nightmare,

Lowell High School’s 5-foot-10,
l'iS—pound specimen of instant
excitement - Mark Catlin - single-
handedly was the reason
Birmingham Brother Rice fell
short Friday of bringing home the
school's sixth state football cham-
plonship.

One of the more electrifying
players the state finals have ever
seen and unquestionably the most
productive, the Red Arrows' senior
Mr. Everything took matters into
his own hands, and feet, in the 31-
14 Division II triumph that
brought home the school's first
state football crown,

“That one guy makes all the dif-
ference,” Rice head coach Al
Fracassa said of Catlin, whose elu-
siveness at quarterback resulted in
{\lsuuc-ﬁnuls mcord 411 ynxds {cas-

Catlin was the difference for the
Red Arrows all season.

in that Catlin didn't just single out

e Warriors.

He's done that all season and
throughout a brilliant fou r-yem'
varsity carcer.

Zig-zagging his was nmund the
Silverdome carpet, Catlin, in his
sccond season at quarterback, was
involved in all four Lowell touch-

OWRS.

His 5-yard run in the first quar-
ter staked the Red Arrows toa
quick 7-0 lead and a 10-yard scam-
per in the second period helped
build a 17-14 halftime advantage.

A l-yard plunge carly in the
fourth quarter provided some
breathing room and, for good
measure and 1o prove he can also
play some defense, his 28-yard
interception return with 1:01

ining scaled the

ly max]
of297in19 89) nﬁoml offense.

*I can't believe one guy doing all
he docs - he's dangerous every
time he had his hands on the ball.
One guy did all that damage to us”

Fracassa can take a little solace

“I've been trying to say ali along
... 1 don't think that there’s many
kids that are like Mark Catlin who
impact high school football games
like Mark docs,” Lowell conch Noel
Dean said after the special per-

formance.

“Hc may not be on a full-ride to
Notre Dame, but he certainly is
one of the greatest. I think maybe
today he might have cemented the
fact that he may be one of the
greatest high school football play-
ers since the tournaments have
begun”

Catlin was the difference for the
Red Arrows all scason and Friday
there was little the Warriors could
do about it.

His yardage and scores brought
his scason mark to more than
4,100 yards of offense nnd 50-plus
touchdowns, including intercep-
tion returns and punt returns.

*I thought he (Catlin) was the
best quarterback in the state all
year” said Rice senior Jason
Horton, who, in his own right,
deserved a lot of praise after a per-
farmance in which three recep-
tions resulted in 165 yards and two
lengthy touchdowns, *He's really
fast and elusive”

Asked after the game what he
thought of the n.-cord~s«.(ung wuﬂs
he racked up, Catlin

had no clue, I didn't even knnw.
go out there and I have a short
memory. T put the bad things
behind me and the good things
behind me®
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Brother Rice defender Chris Bitontl reaches for Lowell
quarterback Mark Cattin, who set a state-finals record for total
offense by one player Friday.

ter, One drive covered 50 yards

third and fourth quarters,

every

play. I mean, they just
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Divislon III final,
Lowell had 29 first downs

nnd 484 total yards comparcd
to Brother Rice's 10 first downs

but ended when senior line-
backer Jordan Moore and
Andy McQueen trapped
‘Warriors running back
Anthony Jackson for o 3-yard
loss on fourth-and-2 from the
Lowell 27.

and 270 yards - in nddition to Jackson set up the next drive
dominating time of i when hei pted Catlin and
(33:40-14:20). Each team returned it 59 yards. Lowell's
turned the ball aver twice. LJ. Wilder was flagged fora
1 certainly hope it brings Inte hit at the end of the play,
some credibility to what we're  moving the ball to the Lowell
trying to accomplish at Lowell 23, but Brother Rice turned the
and what we're trying to do tball over on downs after four
with kids;” Red Arrows sev- plays resulted in minus 3 yards.

enth-year head coach Noel
Dean said. “The kids just dis-
played great character today,
and this is probably one of the .
greatest moments in the histo-
ry of Lowell foatball. V'm very
proud of that fact™

Trailing 17-14 at halftime,
Brother Ricetook theball
inside the Loweil 3+-ynrd line
three times in the third quar-

Charlic Ryan’s interception
set up a third drive at the
Lowell 33, but it lasted only
ane ploy when Moore hit
Pickens trying to pass and the
ball fluttered fnto the arms of
Red Arrows defensive back
Sean M{em.

" Lowell eventually buflt a 10-
point lead thanks to o 15-play,
65-yard drive spanning the

Catlin scored on a 1-yard sneak
and Cruig Carpenter kicked his
third of four extra points to
give the Red Arrows a 24-14
Jead with 9:38 remaining.

Pickens finished g-0f-25
passing for 126 yards and a
touchdown,

Lowell bottled up Jackson
for much of the game, limiting
the senior standout to 30 yards
on 10 carrics.

“They are very quick and
they went to the ball very well,”
Fracassa said of Lowell’s
defense, 1 think they looked a
fot quicker today than they did
on film, Maybe I should have
run the film faster, They were
very £oo

*“We had success beating
them over the top in the first
half;” Pickens said. “We tried to
stay within ourselves, but they
were just a phenomenal defen-
sive team. That number 60
(Moore) ... that kid just made
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kept us off balance. We knew
we could run on them, but they
just really kept us off balance.”

Brother Rice’s touchdowns
came on long pass plays in the
first half. Pickens connected
with senior Jason Hortonon a
79-yard TD bomb with 2:48
left in the opening quarter.
Horton, who caught three
passes for 165 y: ards, caught the
ball in stride at the Lowell 39
after getting behind defensive
back Chris Curtis. Brian
Balzerini’s point after tied the
score 7-7.

Matthew Foster's 23-yard
field goal and Catlin's 10-yard
scoring run gave the Red
Arrows 8177 lead in the sec-
ond quarter. But the Warriors
used a bit of trickery to narrow
the deficit ns senior Al Gioutsos
took a hand-off from Jackson
and lofted an 80-yard touch-

down pass to Horton with 5:30
left before halftime.

‘The Warriors had a chance
to tie the game just before half-
time, but

Wilder stormed in from the
right side and blocked
Balzerini's 31~yard field goal
attempt as time expired.

Brother Rice forced Lowell
to punt on the game’s opening
seties, but the Red Arrows
marched 69 yards in eight
plays on their next drive fora
7-0 tead with 4:29 to go in the
first quarter,

Catlin ran up the middle for
the final 5 yards and he was
well on his way to an unforget-
table performance.

Said Catlin, who d
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Mercy also will compete in the
first Catholic League champi-
onship tournament Saturday,
Feb. 1, ut Woodland Lanes.

All club teams are part of the
Michigan High School Bowling
Confercnce that was organized
six years ago by Rom Tamossoni
in the Upper Peninsula.

The MHSBC now includes
nearly 300 schools throughout
Michigan and offers competi-
tion for boys and girls at the
varsity and junior varsity levels.

‘There will be district singles
and tcam events later in the
season to be followed by region-
al tournaments and the state
finals March 14-15 in East
Lansing.

The Michigan High School
Athletie Association doesn’t
sponsor a state tournament in

The MHSBC now includes
nearly 300 schools
throughout Michigan.

bowling as yet; therefore, the
sport has club status for now.

But the MHSAA is studying
the issue and is expected to
make bowling a varsity sport in
the near future.

A meet between two teams is
based on a 30-point scoring
system, Competition begins

" with two Baker games in which

five bawlers on cach side bowl
two frames apicce. Each bowler
then rolls two regular games.

Each team can have seven
bowlers available for each meet,
and substitutions arc allowed.

Twenty-four girls tried out for
the Mercy team. The 17 who
averaged 100 or better made
the team.

Each team is sponsored by a
bowling center, Drakeshire
Lanes is home to the Merey and
Harrison teams; No
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for 4,100-plus ynrds and 50-
plus touchdowns during the
2002 scason: “It’s great to start
out on offensc that way because
it gives you a lot of confidence.”

With rates this low,
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It*s hard to imagine a better place or o beter time to unlock the equity in
your home than at Bank One right now. Stop by Bonk One or call
1.800.800.LOAN and you could get an answer by the time you hang up.

BANKZ:ZONE.

including qualileg loons 1n @ ft Len po3.10n w th 0n BSN o lest loan-1o-value rata Yous rove and tomespond.ag Anaval

Memmber FDIC. Sutwect 4o cradd operoval. Advertsed rova 1t tubrect 10 Bank One's cred 1 crierss, certan cond foni ond reschont @

Fercentoge Rote (APR) may be hughet than ie olfeced ca'e ond depends on the octual loan amount or the amoun of the

cred e, tepayment term o o loan, the loan-10.volue ratia, your cred: hurtory.

ory. Bork One’s vemal credit policses, ond the date

your 0pel0non :«-nd Rotes or subject 10 Change ot any tme withaul natice bnd may be higher or lewer than the raly cutterdly

oftered. Thy ot

lines of $5,000 o $49.999 and Jor loan-to-value m'-o ahave B5% up to 100N, The
od

dcreate, not 1o

lo¢ ophonal Bytomatc parmer

on annual percenioge rote

APR on varobile
" ol 25\, Borrower 11 smspons ble dor 0 $50 annuol
Teaueedl, morigots K [} anp, rocording loss. ond ban reisate feos in sorme stotes. Advertaad

for rman fom o Rank O checking o sonmgs oetovrt. Barmowes 1 respoe
fow (thot wil impacs the APR), tle Insuronca (when tequired), mongoge tarss (i o), recording b
Atotes, Pleare contorct ut For mons 1aformanon regarding Tates, fees, trme, condions. and restmctons € 2002 Bonk One

o only on pew home aqu.ty foams and (wes Fopary ond Nood mturance may be required. Other fees
and rattichon moy ooply Advarted b 1o 4 ol oy on hnes of $50.000 1o 1275000

Other cates ore avaiable on credt
fines Moy ncewase or
tla npuronce (when
o reflecns @ . 25% d,




