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Bosch Corporation is looking for
tax break in Plymouth Township

BY BRAD KAORICH
STAFF WRITER

‘The Robert Bosch Corp,,
one of the world's largest
automotive supphers, wants
to build n new research and
development site in
Plymouth Township and is
going to need a tax abate~
ment to doit.

Bosch reccived an abate-
ment in 1998 from the City
of Farmington Hills for an
expansion that grew to the
point where the abatement
was adjusted in 2001,
Altogether, Bosch received
$2 million in abatements of
real and personal property
taxes over a period of six
years,

In late November, the
Plymouth Township board
took the first step in making
the same thing happen
there, by appraving the area
where Boseh will build, at
Haggerty and 5 ‘Mile, asan

ipdus\rinl facilities exemp-
tion certificate once negotia-
tions for the purchase of the
property are completed, The
township board will hear the
request for the exemption at
a public hearing sct for Dec.
R }

7

According to township
officinls, MAV Development
had planned an office com-
plex with space for several
lenses on about 60 acres,
which would have left an
additional 15 acres in the

* arca available for another

developer.
Instead, if the agreement
between Bosch and MAV
works out, Bosch will devel-
op the entire pareel, which
will actually make it less
dense, nccording to
Supervisor Steve Mann.
According to Becky
McDonald, Bosch’s dircctor
of communications, the

*We have more employees in
Farmington Hills than we
have space for in the buitding
we own in Farmington Hills,

Becky McDonald

haven't made a declsion on
which divisfon or functions
would move, so I couldn’t
speculate on how many jobs
(Ecre will be. We're doing o
1ot of analytical work right
now"

Bosch's chances of getting
the tax abatement they're
looking for would scem to be
pretty good. The Plymouth
Township board as & general
rule is favorable to such

f

e sup will use
the development for
caarcl. devel

p . In this case,
even clerk Marilyn
ally

Industrial D
District.

‘The move clears the way
for Bosch to purchase the
property from its current
owners, MAV Development
Company, nnd build its new
facility on some 75 acres in
the aren,

The request, made by MAV
in an Oct. 16 letter, will
allow Bosch ta apply for an

or
research, development,
applications engincering,
sales and as administrative
offices, She couldn't say how
many jobs that would bring
to Plymouth Township.

“We have mare employees
in Farmington #ills than we
have space for in the build-

, who
votes ugainst abatements on
principle, said she might be
able to support this onc.

“It’s a lot less dense than
what was being proposed
there,” she said.

Statf writer Jonl Hubred con-
tributed to this story.
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ing we own in F on
Hills,” McDonald said. "We
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Massage-a-thon proceeds to benefit

‘Farmington Area Goodfellows

Healtlsy Touch Massage is hosting an cight-
" hour massage-a-thon on Sunday, Dee, 8, from
* noon to 8 p.m. at 32595 Grand River, between
- Orchard Lake and Farmington roads. |
Al proceeds will be donated to the anil:lgton
Goodfell i Lt

Proceeds will ... assist area needy families
and senior citizens.
_

. Area a 7 1at

- assists arca needy familics and senior citizens dur-

" ing the holiday season, The organization’s motto is

* *no child or senlor citizen without a Christmas.”

Based on need, familics and senjors receive a

food box nnd grogery store gift certificates.

 Familles nlso receive a toy box and sehiar citliens

» reeeive a health/home box. Suggested minimum

* massage-a-thon donations are $25 for a half-hour

+ massage and $45 for a one hour massage.

: Donations will be recepted in the form of cash or

" check made out to the Farmington Arca

* Goodfellows. No credit cards, coupons or dis-

+ counts cah be accepted for this event.

+ " According to Mclanic Parker, awner of Healthy

2 Touch Massage and n certified massage thempist,

*By working hand and hand with the Farmington
Arca Goodfellows we can help make this holiday
scason a happy one for Farmington familics and

seniors who may bé encountering financiat hard-

ships. ealthy Touch massage specializes in relax-
ation, deep tissue, trigger point, hot stone, and
Bolavi Face Lift massage. Healthy Touch Massage
also provides out-call therapeutic massage for
guests of hotels such as the Ritz Carleton in
Dearborn, the Townsend in Birmingham, and The
Athencum in Detroit.

For an appointment cull Healthy Touch
Massage nt (248) $26-8880.

Festiva) of Trees at Cobo Hall.

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Susan Crespo of
Farmington Hills likes put-
ting her creative talents to
good usc, And her skill at
designing wreaths won her a
best of show honor at the
recent Festival of Trees event
at Cobo Hall.

She's won best of show
before in 1998 for the special
gala that henefits Children's
Hospital of Michigan.

Crespo said donating
wreaths for sale to benefit
the hospital makes her and

Susan Crespo Is busy making holiday decorations for clients. One of her wreaths took 8est of Shew in the

Woman's wreath wins honor at show

her family enjoy the holiday
even nmore.

1t's the hospital’s largest
fund-raiser, said Crespe, who
noted didn't expect any spe-
cial awards this year.

Crespo runs her own floral
design business out of her
home called Creation
Station.

*1 always loved decorating,
and 1 picked up things and it
just came naturadly,” she said
of deciding ta open her busi-
ness 10 years ago.

She said helping with

Festival of Trees is a wonder-
fu) tradition in her fumily

Bz BRLSLER | CASLRVER

that includes husband

Ruben, Sr,, and children

Ruben, Jr., Lauren, Nick and
Tissy.

Festival of Trees started in
1985, and it attracts more
than 300,000 visitors from
Michigun, Ohio and Canada.

1t is a public display of
more than 100 professionaily
designed holiday trees,
vignettes, a gingerbread vil-
lage, wreaths, entertainment
and more.

Crespu's busine:
reached at (248) 47

can be
7266,

ppate2oe homecomm net | (248) 4775450
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Trust Is Earned, 109 Years & 5 Generations

World Famous New York Couture
Designer House Owner Retiring
_After 22 Years. He Will Be Here In Person
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday
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