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6,237 lincar feet of city-
owned property along 3
milcs of 1-275, city officials
said,

“The propertics arc not
continuous, but there are
scveral opportunitics
where they could explore
living walls or carthen
berms,” said Casroll, who
proposed her idea to mem-
bers of the city’s streets,
roads, and plats commit-
tee,
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Samantha said she was clue-
less what city officials do all dny
until she spent some time with
them on Tuesday,

“Now I know what it'slike to
run a city” she sald. .

She said visiting the police
station and talking with police
officers is sparking an interest
in pursuing n carcer in the
field.

Seeing public safety officers
do their jobs, makes her belicve
the city is a safe place to live as
we_ll-ll,lshc added.

way of doing this”

Committee chairman
Joc Laura referred the pro-
posal to city administra-
tion, Laura and Mayor
Jack Kirksey see potentinl
hurdles going beyond a
few mounds of dirt,
though.

Issues of right-of-ways,
uniform design and main-
tenance must be worked
out. There's also the matter
of cost.

“It's the route to go,™-
Kirksey said. I think they
are going to need funding
beyond what is cavisioned,
though.”

Kirkscy credited the vig-
ilance of homeowners and
their group, Families Near
1-275, for getting the state
to address highway noise
matters.

Neatly 1/ yenrs ago,
Michigan Department of
Transportation diamond-
ground the concrete sur-
face, which state officials
said reduced the din by 5.4
decibels, More measures
need 1o be taken, said &
Families Near 1-275
spokesman.

Residents who live with-
in 500 feet of 1-275 notice
some difference since the
freeway pavement was dia-
mond ground in summer
2001. Those who live
1,000 feet away say the
constant roar persists, said
Larry Shoup, a
Farmington Hills resident
and Families Near 1-275

Carroll agrees with
Shoup's assessment.

“They did help, but it
wasn't cnough,” said
Carroll, alse a member of
Families Near 1-275, “If
(MDOT) washed their
hands of this and said,
“This is all we can do, what
else can we us residents
do?”

Familics Near 1-275,
which formed shortly after
the freewny was recon-
structed in 1999, is heart-
cned by other develop-
ments, In July, MDOT
adopted a statewide road
noise abatement policy.

A few months later,
MDOT hired the National
Center for Asphalt
Technology to conducta
study of pavement noisc at
several sites, including I-
275 from M-14 to [-696
and I-96 cast of the M-
14/1-275 interchange.

‘Those results are expect-
«od soon.

Unlike studies that
measure sound by the
roadside, a trafler picks up
nolse directly from tire-
pavement contact source.
The data will help figure
out what types of concrete
and asphalt surfaces create
less noise.

On 1-96, there were
three types of surfaces
from 1-275 to Telegraph
for sound analysis, The
stretch included concrete,
stonc mastic asphalt and
superpave asphalt, Shoup
sald. :

“Evel is clamoring
for quieter roads,” Shoup.

said, “The nolsc is perva-
sive in many neighbor-
hoods™ .
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Hills Rotary also hosted guest
speaker Jim Price, former
catcher for the Detroit Tigers
and possible replacement for
Ernie Harwell as the Tigers
announcer, after the students
had lunch at the Costick
Center,

During the mock council

meeting, Lthose chosen to be city

council members discussed
questions from the student
audience. The questions
focused on how local govern-
ment affects n resident’s life day
and night and why it's impor-
tant to participate in Jocal gov-

The student ¢ity council opens the meeting with the pledge.

ernment.

Brian Fasmer, recreation
supervisor for the city, invited
some of the younger students
ta learn more about the
Mayors' Youth Council, where
kids have n sny in how and
where they'd like to spend their
free time.

He asked the students il they
thought there needed to be

more programs for youth.

More than hulf raised their
hands.

He said n skate park is some-
thing kids definitely want.

“But you guys got to come to
me and tell me we need it)” he
said,

“Teri Arbenowske, assistant to
the city manager in Farmington
Hills, coordinates the Student

Government Day.

She said this is the first year
in the long-running program
thint freshman were invited to
participate.

*We thought if we had
younger students interested in
government it might get them
involved earlier” she said.
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teansformer, contruller,
and a huge 27" x 63"
oval of heay-duty track! |
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New York Central Flyer with RailSounds™

Stcam stil reigns supreme with the famous Lonel New York Central Fiyer train set.

« Die-cast metal locomotive and tender with an operating headlight, and puffing smoke

« RailSotnds™ sound system with real stam chuffing
sounds, crew announcement, hrake squeal, bell, and whistle

o Two freight cars and a lighted caboose

« Everything you nieed to get started—

NOW ONLY

5199,
REG $229 99
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18155 BERRIMAN (X 7 MILE) « LIVOHUA » (249) 477-0550 » FAX (248) 4774770
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MERRI-SEVEN TRAINS, HOBBIES & COLLECTIBLES [ 3 X
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FREE ESTIMATES
(734/525-1930
Our 28th Year!
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27

6:00 p.m. Shain Park

Santa Arrives in Downtown Birmingham to Help Light the Tree
Holiday Songs by a Birmingham School Choir

HAVE YOUR PICTURE TAKEN WITH SANTA 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.
As Always, 2 Hours FREE PARKING in All Birmingham Decks!
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Merri-Seven Trains
19155 Merriman « Livenia
248-477-0550
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