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“What we want from the news-
paper,” said the Livonia city
coancilman, “is a good piece of
vujective image-building."

Indeed.

Huw in blazes can anyone—a
aewspaper. a reporter, even a
public relations flack—engage in
ovjeclive  image-building?  You
cun't!

Imiage-building, by its very na-!
‘tire, is not objective. If you're
~ving 1o go in for image-building, !
»ou aie nut being objective, and
souversely if you're going to be
vbjectlive your reporting has ab-
<ulntely nothing to do with image-:
uaildiag. i

I think the comment of the Liv-
onia counciliman (who shall re-t
i1 nameless) let slip lies at
tue heurt of a vast and emotion-
vidden confusion politicians and
people in public life have about
newspapers and what they are
suppused to do. Now that the elec-
uon is nercifully over, perhaps it
12ight be useful to explore this
arca of confusion, if only to give
our teaders sume idea of what
‘re trying to do with their
wspaper.

ONE ASSUMPTION politicians
‘e about newspapers is that
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By Philip H. Power

siories and pictures of the poli-
tician in question, not because
they’re newsworthy- but just be-
cause the politician has some sort
of i with the paper.

This assumption involves the
politician believing that stories
or pictures are run in the paper
not because of the editor’s news
judgment, but rather because of
some personal favoritism that
has led the paper to push the
inicrests of a_particular politi-
cian. . \

As a practical matter, it's hard
never to let personal relations
between a politician and a news-
man get in the way of objective
rnews judgment. A city council-
man may be friendly with a re-
porter, give him all kinds of news
tips, and in the judgment of the
reporter be doing an excellent
job. It's hard for the reporter to
climinate all these considerations
from his mind when he sits down
to write a story or lay out a front

page.

But that's just what this fiews-
paper expects. Those reporters
on our staff who have failed con-
sistently to be objective are eith-.
er dropped from the paper or
reamed out.

News is news. Image-building

o

"'z pussible to get a
to be “ior’’ them. That is,
ihe paper to run all kinds of
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Emory Daniels Writes

is imag: il
It’s the job of the paper to re-
port the news. The decision about

Home Rule?
What’s The Use?

If t)¢ tnain function of county
fome tule in Wayne County was:
o Lave provided more efficiency '
aoseinment, then its defeat by :

s vwwas no preat loss. .
lermore, resurrection of
(e county home rule proposal!
H vee little to promote effici-
county government until

more sophistica-
i ov. S .

County woters clected incumbent
Democrats 1o county positions.
Tne Democrats were all incum-
voters have cast:
\utes o county:

Yet, all Republican county!
diies were ignored as the
party vote returned the
incumbent slate back to

P

IF COUNTY HOME rule were
needyd for more efficieni govern-
raentl tilen some of the incum-

taust have been periorming
Ticiently.

Pulitical parties need loyal sup-
porters, but cach party would ad-
it Jhat blind party voting results
i w untalented candidates
H clectud.

Blind party voting also creates
a condition where elected officials
lLave little incentive to show ag-
arcssiveness while in office be
Cause re-clection is assured next
time wsound unless he is chal-
lenged by a fellow Democrat in
the primark.

If it is the voters' wish to retain

all Democrats in offic?, at least
the parly organization cou 1d
screen incumbents and weed out
the deadwood by selecting a
Democratic candidate to chal-
lenge the incumbent in the pri~
mary. .

The county home rule act
lacked the main ingredient for
efficiency when the Legislature
called for partisan county elec-
tions.

County voting patterns were
known, and legislators could very
well have decided to allow non-
partisan- county elections—they
did in the 1809 City Home Rule
Act. The inclusion of partisan-
ship at the county level eliminat-
od the potential for effective

county -rul
AU
THIS IS NOT a plea to have

Republicans { elected to county
posts.

It is a plea to end one-party
domination and its automatic re-
turn to office of unqualified can-
didates.

Until county voters begin vot-
ing for the man and not the party,
county home rule might just as
well remain a dead issue.

the Legislature wishes to
revive county home rule, then
lct it amend the act to provide
for non-partisin elections, If
not, then let county home rule
remain in the tomb.

Any strucwural change in gov-
ernment will be offset by the
operation of a few bad admini-
stiators who are glven a one-way,
life-time ticket to public office
with little concern for that pub-

1C.
You cannot separate home rule
fiom who rules.
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whether a particular piece of
news about a politician is good
or bad for his image is and must
be up to the individual reader.
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ANOTHER CONEUSION poli-
ticians have about newspapers is
that when a story they interpret
‘0 be damaging to them is run, it
is because the paper is out to get
them,

This confusion assumes that
people on a newspaper actually
gel together in a conspiratorial
manner to stick it to a particular
politician.

This; too, is a violation of the
ethics of the business. A reporter
may hate the guts of a particular
news maker, or he may disagree
violently with what is being said,
but it's his responsibility never
1o let his personal feelings get
into the story he writes. The facts
of the story are what he's inter-
ested in—not the favorable or un-
favorable image.

Practically, again, this is tough,
mainly because people (including
reporters, oddly) are human. But
it's what we expect in this organi-
zation, and when it doesn't hap-
pen we are very unhappy.

~ x e

ABOUT A YEAR and a half
ago, I wrote an editorial which
represented the paper’s point of
view on the matter of objectivity.
I wrote it as a publisher of one
month’s duration, and nothing
fhat has happened since has
shaken my commitment:

“We will try to bring to these
newspapers an informed and

probing __curiosity about every-
thing of local interest, from sew-
age to high school football, from
racial discrimination to good
recipes, from local politics to
neighborhood goings on.

“We will do this in a way that
reflects a newspaperman's most
deeply held ethic: That there is a
diiference between fact and opin-

ion; that statements of fact be-
long in the news columns and
expressions of opinion belong on
the editorial page. News is news;
no real newspaperman wants to
slant it. If a newsman wants to
express an opinion, he writes an
editorial . . .

“When, as publisher, I feel the
Democrats are beiny silly or
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stupid, I intend to say so in an !
editorial. I intend to.do the same *
thing with the Republicans.
“These newspapers will be run
as newspapers, not as a vehicle |
for any une group, party, organi- !
n or individual, . .
“For a newspaper must serve .
ihe public as a whole and not '
just a scgment.” :

'Y, Tho population explosion aod
e the ¢t t " tbia in recent
an interosting

plorm of gov-

;o "

Citv Regidents Onn
‘Township

County have or are appro:
the legal limit on how mafy
can be levied. Schculs‘ T

THATS PRINTER'S INK — NOT WHITEWASH . . -
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Tim Richard Writes

"..Nor Use Unscriptural La

u

¥

In the last year, every high
school in Observerland must
have had some kind of internal
squabble about dress rules—some
of which got into print, most of
which didn't.

And every major university
has had some kind of student pro-
test or even take-over -of the
administration building, all over
some real or fancied problem
with the real or fancied mean-
iess of administration conduct.

Thus, it was with no small de-
aree of interest that we recently

stumbled across some genuinely

reactionary rules, by today's
siandards — rules which, if im-
posed and enforced today, might
well lead to a revolution of flow-
ing blood.
o
TITLED AN “ESSAY of School
Rules,” they were adopted for a
common school in Pennsylvania

2 Men For
Westland’s
Future

The two latest of Westland
Mayor Thomas Brown's munici-
pal appointments couid be the
most important for the city's
future.

Onc makes Harley Graves the
new cily planning divector, suc-
ceeding Westland’s first planner,
Eugene M. Katz, who resigned
last July.

The other has James Mec-
Cariney stepping into-the newly-
created position of Economic
Development Dept. direclor.

The importance of their duties
on the future development of the
community can never be over-
estimaled. .

Over the years, Westland (and
Nankin Township before the 1966
ncor ion) had its unificati
and community identification
problems.

But the estimated 80,000 per-
sons in the city have one very
imporiant common denomina-
for~they share a common tax
base which supports all of the
municipal services.

' Making sure that the tax base
is wealthy encugh to fingncially
support those city servicesin the
future is primarily up to Graves

They have their work cut out
for them.

—Leonard Poger !

. '
after being ‘‘read and agreed to
4t a meeting of the School Com-
mittee the First Day of the Ninth
Month: 1798.” The rules said:

“'Ist Mind to have your Hands
and faces washed and Heads
Combed every morning before
you come to school and be care-
tul to be there by the time ap-
pointed.

. *2nd Come into School quiet-
ly and Soberly, and when there
be Quiet and still at your prop-
er Business; and mind the in-
structions of the Teacher, move
not from seat to seat, or go out,
unnecessarily, but one at a
time,

“3rd Do not scribble in your
own, or one anothers Speling,
reading, writing or Cyphering
Books; nor use one anothers pens
cte without leave. 4

“4th In coming to or going from
School, behave with decency and
sobriety, not differing with or
purposely hurting ors ofiending
cach other; mock not nor insult
any person, neither stop on the
road to play, nor make a great
and unbecoming noise.

“5th Tell no untruths, or mis-
call one another, nor use the cor-
rupt or unscriptural Language of
you to a single person; also be
Careful to Call the months and
days of the week by their proper
names as Ist 2nd 3rd etc and date
your Books accordingly.

“V6th Let none make bargains,
Sell, swop, or exchange on any
account at school. .

“Tth Let there be no Quar-
rels, fighting or chalanging to
fight, no wrestleing or wilfully
provoking one another to anger
in or out of school, no throwing
dirt, sticks, stones or snow-

alls.

“8th and Lastly let these rules
be observed by all, and if any
wilfully trample and despise the

“SENSEN’
NONSENSE

Some Rotarians go to great
lengths not to miss the monthly
Rotary Club meeting. A case in

oint is Dr. Kenneth Carman,

.D. from Garden City. He was
attending the Olympic Games in
Mexico when the Garden City
Rolary Club was holding its
meeting, so Dr. Carman met his
obligation by joining the Mexico
City Rotary Club meeting featur-
ing the National Ballet of China.
: ich goes to prove geography
limitations_for Rotarians.

has no

H

good order of the school, after
oeing coolly admonished without
1naniiest signs of 1
with the approbation of iwo or
more of the Committee, they are
to be discharged.”
. o
WE PASS THE Pennsylvania
School Committee’s rules on with
neither our endorsement nor our

nguage’

- N H
disapproval, and only this obser-
vatios

day’s kids may and do look
sh and unsanitary, but this.

swi

editor can testify that they gen-
crally wrile more succinctly and
spell more accurately than their
ancestors.

Looks as if the kids can't please
cverybody.

Leonard Poger

Patrolman

Writes

Treutler

Wins By H,is,fM erit

Crime in the streets and law-
and-order were not the only
things concerning the Garden
City Police Dept. last summer.

Nearly a month was taken up
with the appeal and Civil Service
Commiscion hearings for Patrol-
man Alex Treutler, suspended
by Police Chief Robert Behrendt
for alleged misconduct in a local
restaurant during his off-duty
time.

Treutler won the case but lost
a number of paychecks through a
commission ruling. But he was
reinstated to the force just a few
days before his wedding in early

July. .
The incident involving Treut-
ler's suspension came soon after

Freedom Loses

Political fuddy-duddies are
continually concerned about the
*right of the people to vote' for
meaningless offices and on long
batches of propositions.

To a lesser extent, the people
themselves tend to be free in sign-
ing referendum petitions and in
opposing ballot-shortening mea-
sures such as county home rule.

Well, the people got it good
and" hard on Nov. 5.
_ How long did you stand in line
o vote? If you got to the polls

. early, you were in line only an

hour and a helf or so. Later, it
went to two or three hours.

To some extent, the fault may
2o to cities and townships which
failed to provide enough pre-
cincts, but that was a rare thing.

For the most gart, the problem
was the long ballot: People had to
vote on lists of offices they didn't
‘understand sought by people they

the Garden City Police Officers:
Association was formed. S
Some - officers claimed that
the chief was opposed to the
formation of the association
and was punishing Treutlgr for
his fole in forming the group.
Behrendt denied it, and’the de-
fense rested. .
. There would really be no need-
to raise ‘the issue again at this
point except to remind Garden
City residents that the chief and
Mayor Timothy Murphy awarded
citations to 15 officers for quick
and alert police action in catch-
ing persons with dishonorable
intentions.
Among those getting three cita-
tions was Patrolman Treutler.

To The Ballot

couldn’t possibly know anything
‘about. .

Why is it necessary to elect an
auditor? Whom did you vote for,
for auditor? Did you know ‘any-
thing about him other than his,
party?

Or for the M.S.U. trustees? Or
the U. of M. regents? Or drain
commissioner? Who were the can-
didates for drain commissioner,
anyway?. . |

ropositions? Well, there were
{ive state proposals, one Wayne -
County, one Oakland County, a
community college matter’in
part of Wayne . . . i

Yet political fuddy-duddies con:..
tinue to fight to keep meaning: .-
less offices and detailed proposit
tions on' the ballbt.- They talk :
about “freedom,” but how free to:
vote are you when the ballot is so ;
Jong that you can’t vote it intel: |
ligently? . - i

'
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