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Her Girlhood

AS IT USED TO BE — This is a picture of whatithe Luman Good-
enough mansion behind the stone wall on Farmington Rd., Farmington,
looked like in 189%. It front of the home are Palmer Sherman, who built
the house, and his family.

SHOWS ADDITICNS — This recent picture of the Goodenough
Mansion shows the additions added to the building by Luman Good-
enough. The home has been offered to Farmington to serve as a com-
munity center. ! -
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Livonian Bound Over
For Tria'[ In Death
Of Farmington Woman

A Livonfa man accused of
negligent homicide in the death
of aFarmington motorlst stand~
ing near her stalled car on Eight
Mile pleaded innocent in Livonia
Municipal Court Tuesday.

Visiting Judge Dunbar Davis
of Plymouth, took testimony
and held that the examination
produced sufficient evidence for
a Wayne County Circult Court
trial, He bound over Juan Mig-
uel Gaminde, 42, of 29610 Gran~
don, Livonta, for trial and con-
tinued bond at $5,000,

THE NEGLIGENT homicide
charge was brought by the Li-
vonia Police Department’s trat-
fic bureau following anaccident
in the pre-dawn darkness of
Wednesday, Oct. 9, on Eight
Mile between Brentwood and
Angling. Killed was Mrs, Mary
s. Finneran, 56, of 21613 Ham~
1lton, Farmington, formerly a

Redford resident,

Rabert Reuther, an attorney
on the Wayne County prosecu-
tor’s staff, called to the stand
‘Tuesday in Municlpal Court
several witnesses, while attor-
ney Milton Lucow defended Ga-
minde, who Uid not take the
stand,.

A Livonia patrolman and an
ambulance driver testified that
they found the body of Mrs,
Finneran fn the middle of the
two eastbound lanes of Eight

Mile between her car, which

was hit from behind, and that
of Gaminde,

The accident scene, It was
testified, was at the bottom
of a hill at a bridge over the
Rouge River. An earller police
report had indicated that Mrs.
Finneran’s car had stalled
there.

KEY TESTIMONY was taken

Schools Get Gift

of Nature

Thanks to a generous donor,
Perry J. Reynolds of Detrolt,
Farmington schools .have 300
superlor nature slides to sup-
plement thefr sclence program,

The gift came about through
a request from A, Glenn Blake,
af 28390 Bay Tres, who origln-
ally considered the slides for
use In his Boy Scout activities,
He decided they needed much
wider usage and brought about
their  presentation to' the
schools,

Slides

Scouts, Mrs, Reynolds hoped
to Instill her love of nature
in the younger generatica,

Reynolds estimates that with
the help of friends, who do
much of the photography, he
has processed spproximately
300,000 slides at a cost to
him of $100,000,

In a ‘letter expressing the
district’s gratitude, Dr, Rod-
erick J. Smith, Farmington
school  superintendent; wrote,
] haye

from James Kirby, of 32658
Meadowbrook, Livonia, a tool
grinder who witnessed theacel-
dent,

Kirby said that he was driv-
ing east on Eight Mile and
that Gaminde, driving in the
right band lane, had passed
Wm. The witness estimated
Gaminde’s speed at 45 to 50
miles per hour, in an area with
a 40-miles-per-hour Hmit,

Kirby said that visibility in
the area of the bridge at the
dip in the road was nil,

“It was pitch black,” he ex«
plained on the stand, ‘I couldn’t
see anything myself. There
were no street lghts at all,”

Kirby said that the lights on
Mrs. Finneran’s car were out,
«There was only the reflection
of the tall lights when his (Ga-
minde’s) car came upon it,”

Kirby sald, ‘‘He ran into it.
1 saw the impact.”
The witness sald that

Gaminde ‘tried to dodge to the
left but it was too late.

From a diagram made of the
accident, 1t was shown that
Gaminde’s car stopped in the
right-hand lane and Mrs. Fin-
neran’s car 50 feet to the front
in the left hand lane,

Kirby
around the two cars, stopped
and went to the scene, He sal
that he found the back end
of Mrs, Finneran's car smashe
ed and her body lying behind it,
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POLICE. HAD kclassttied the
accident as'pedestrian because
Mrs, Finneran apparently was
standing behind her car when
the impact occurred.

Kirby was asked by Lucow
whether 2s a witness he felt

said that he drove -

1 ife In Mansion

Was Like A Fa1ry Tale

By ELIZAEETH WISSMAN

Eleanor Goodenough Spicer’s
life today differs somewhat
from the time she was growing
up In Farmnington's “Mansion
Behind the Stone Wall” on
Farmington Road.

But she still lives her life
surrounded by beauty, the ani-
mals she loves, a view of open
countryside unblocked by the
subdivisions  she hates and
the priceless reminders of her
girlhood,

That girthood was lved in
an era of grace and charm
in what 1s now called the "‘Lu~
man Goodenough manston,*”

The mansion s just over
a siall hill from Mrs, Spicer’s
present home, in which she
has lived since her marriage
in 1935,
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MRS, SPICER and her broth-
er and sister have offered thelr
childhood home to Farmington
for use as a community center.
A Community Center Drive is
now in progress to raise funds
to operate and support the cen=
ter,

Asked why her family has
offered such a generous gift
to the community, the Goode~
nough daughter says, “It was
my father’s wish, He loved
his home so much that he felt
somethirg good should come of
it after his death, He had such
Toots here,

“When I was a girl, there
were farms all around here
and my father would get up in
the middle of the night if a
farmer needed help,’ sheadds,

PR

WHEN Luman Goodenough
first bought his ‘“mansion” it
was a farmhouse, bullt in the
1800%s by Palmer Sherman,

At first the Goodenough fam-
ily just spent thelr summers
in the home, but made it thelr
permonent residence in 1918,

..

MRS. SPICER remembers,
“We were the first family

around here to have a telephone |

and electricity, My father hid
to buy the phone poles and
have them installed htmself on

% line from Grand River, Our

lights always used to flicker
because they operated on 2
battery we kept in the base-
ment.

“My father made so man;
additions to the original house,
porches, sunporches, 2 library,
all sorts of additions."

She goes on, “Every year
he*d move the gardens. I used
to tell him we should put them
on wheels.*
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THE MANSION'S gardens
were famous and were cared
for by five gardeners during
the summer. Luman Goode-
nough would get up at § a.m.
and go out and wander around
in them in his bare feet -- he
loved them so much,

But father’s and daughter’s
greatest love was for horse:

+sWe would ride every morn-
ing,” recalls Mrs, Spicer, “We
figured out one day that we'd
ridden halfway around the world
in miles,

“When I went to Miss Neww
man's school in Detroit and
after the long ride home with
him at night, we always had a
reward walling for uss-we
would go riding.’”

Ofter Tour
Of Home

Farminogton restdents inter-
ested in visiting the Goodenough
residence, which has been of-
fered to Fa¥mington as a com-
munity center, will have an
opportunity to do so Sunday,
Nov, 24,

Open house will be held at
the home from noon to 6 p.m.

More than 1,000 persons
toured the proposed center dur-
ing the Founders Festival,

Heirs of Luman Goodenough
(Dantel W. Goodencugh, Mrs,
George Schemm and Mrs, El-
eanor G, Spicer) have offered
their former home to the peo-
ple of Farmington if enough
money can be raised this year
to get the center established,
An estimated $60,000 1s need-

Members of the center cam-
paign committee will "be on
hand at the .open house to ans-
wer- questions, distribute bro-
chures aid guide the tours,

Reynolds has béen
the slides for about 10 years
as 2 imemorial to his wife,
Through her work with the Girl

siides and I consider them to
be of outstanding vaiveand use-
fulness to-our nudlmu."

that it wi for Ga-
minde to stop in time In view
of gl conditions, Kirby an=-
swerad, '“Yes.”

may be made.at that
time or malled to P,0, Box
145, Farmington, 48024,

MRS, " SPICER still loves
horses and today keeps fhree
at her home near the mansion,

These keep company with
three dogs, three cats and 20
sheep,

St at home with Mrs, Spi~
cer are her daughter, Eliza-
beth, 15, and sons, William,
16, and Charles, 20, Daughter
Eleanor and son Nicholas are
married. Nicholas is a lawyer
like his two grandfathers, fath-
er and uncle,

Because she has teen-age
children, the mother of this
family knows that young people
need a place In which to meet
and do things together, She
feels her girlhood home could
provide this as 2 community
center,

MEANWHILE, she has grown

accustomed to havinga constant
houseful of them in her own
home.:

“It seems that I'm alone in
fighting their lack of a place
to meet, Parents don't seem to
be willing togive of themselves,
At Christmas time it's really
funny  around here. These
youngsters are so grateful to
me, I'm besleged with candy,
perfume and soap. The drug-
store where they buy it tries
to talk them into something
different, but it's always the
same,” smiles Mrs, Spicer.

She should recelve 2 cita~
tion for allowing so many young
people the run of her beautiful
home.
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THE HOME’S ROOMS take
their beauty from the furniture
treasurers that have come from
the manston, the touches like a
window filled ceiling-high with

plants in odd little jugs, from
colors like the biue of an heir-
loom Chinese oriental on the
lving room floor, from the
personality of countless fam-
ily photographs, from so many
things. v )

But most af all, the beauty
comes from Mrs, Spicer’s ar-

tist eye which has seen to it’

that these detalls are arrang-
ed with the harmony and grace
with which she grew up in
the “Mansion Behind the Stone
wall.*
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Farmington
Community Center
- BOX SCORE

Needed to Open the Doors:

Recvived to Date: § 2,742.91
STILL TO GO $ 57.237.09
Memberships:  $5 for individual: $15 for
family: ) for -su: and $250 for

patron. ‘Have You sent in your contribution?
Farmington Commnunity Center, P.0. Box 143,
Farmington 1802

$60,000.00,

MEMORIES — Eleancr Goodenough Spncer stands befbre a hummg
scene which used to hang in her childhood home,*Farmington’s “Man-

sion Behind the Stone Wall,”

on Farmington Road. The mansion has

been offered to Farmmgton for use as & community center, (Evert photo)

-CEN

PLYMOUTH ROAD

WONDERLAND
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SKDVE™ 1.

Saturday 2t WONDERLAND

COME!!! SEE!!
Bambi the Reindeer

Wonderland starting on November 23.

STARTING NOV. 23 ALL STORES
WILL BE OPEN EVERY EVENING -
UNTIL 9:30

Watch Santa drop from the clouds from high
above Wonderland. Join the festive parade
to his enchanting Candy Castle on the,
Wonderland mall. Santa will lead the way’
in his own special Snowmobile!

Free Candy Canes fot all the good bovs
and girls, and you can have your picture .
taken with Santa; a picture you will treasure
in the years to come!

Santa has a special treat for all-Boys and Girls!!
Santa brought Bambi and all of his other reindeer
with him from the North Polel Bambi will be at

Santawill land i the field next toWonderland. ..




