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Bored no more
Local events like story-
telling by ‘Miz Rosie’ at

) the DIA provide plen-
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11 boys and girls,
A naughty or nice,

%nov Santa Claus
will soon be checking
his Christmas List - and
checking it twice That
means Farminglon
youngsters need 10 get
thelr letters to the Jolly
01d €1f written and on
their way to the Nosth
Pale.

Once again, the
Farmington Qbserver is
asking youngsters to
send us their letter to
Santaalongwitha
schoo! picture to appear -
in the Obsesver before
Christmas Oay. To make
sure we have time to
forward the letters to
the North Pole, get the
feiters to us by no fater
{han Manday, ec. 16.

Indrotiany post—
marked letters should
be sent to Santa, care of
the Farmingten

Observer, 33411 Grand
River, Fasmington, MI
48325,

‘_ﬂ Lauhoff onored

- Thecity of Farmington and
its cily council will host @
“retirement party fer Cily
‘Manager Frank Lauhoft begin-
ning at 6 psm. Thursday, Jan.
9,31 the Farmington Hills
Manor, Bultet dinner begins
at 7 p.m. The cost Is $28 per
person, Rese rvations due by
Manday, Dec. 23, For mose
information, call Mary Bush at
(248) 4T1-9600, Betsy
Campbell at (248} 4768733 0f
Carol Eve lyska al {248) 471
s

{3 LEGATO lights up

Salon LEGATO on Grand -
River in downtown
Farminglon held its holiday
enefit for the Lighthouse of
Oakland County on Dec.8,
collecting donations that will
be delivered to {he
Lighthouse on Dec. 16,

Last year, LEGATO delivered
wo trucktoads of gifts to the
facility, and employees will
once again spend the day yol+
unteering there for the day.
For mose information, call
Michael Nowak at (248) 442~
4999,

Recycle cards

The Resource Recovery and
Recycling Authority of
Southwest Oakland County
{RRRASOC} is coordinaling a
hofiday greeting card recy-
cling elfort this year.

Drop boxes will be available
at Farmington and
Farmington Hills city halls,
Doth branches of the
Farmington Library, the
Costick Activilles Center and
the Hiis Division of Public
Yiorks at 12 Mile and Halsted,
Dec. 26 to Jan. 28, For Infor-
matlon, call (248) 553-8580.

down to the local level.

public safety edict works its way

assisting us,” Dwyer said. “The
federal government has a

Y PAUL R, PACE Parmington Hills Palice Chief responsibility that part of the 61
SIATF WRITER William Dwyer said federal sup- billion goes to local cities. We
port is vital to local police. deserve our fair share.”

Now that Congress has passed ~ So for, he said, there's no word During President Clinton’s
the Homeland Security Act in whether those federal dollars administration, COPS grants
Washington, local police are will work their way to support offered communitics across the
walting to sce how the 1 billion local public safety. country an incentive to put
earmarked for the new national “Those grants arc needed in - more officers on the street by

paying up to §75,000 over three
years per officer.

Many communities took
advantage of the grants that
were routinely renew

Sub-grants under the same
name helped pay for cadets and
police cquipment, Dwyer said,

But COPS grants arc no morc

iof waits for word on federal funds

grants — $150,000 for two offi-
cers for three years and $50,000
for another two cadets for two
years — expire this year, Dwyer
said.

5 He has no choice but to wait

and see how the new order in
n oy

under President Bush's

fits into the local

tration.
In Farmington Hills, two

pﬁclum:’ he said.
PLEASE SEE FUNDS, AS

Holiday glow

Yitaro Yasuda looks Up at a candle while ca:
Please see mote photos on Page Ad.

r6iing and walting for Santa's arrival. The Jajcees sfonsored the'anaudl Céreriony 2t WaFier MENSlon,

Judge pulls
wheels off
trucking suit

BY LARRY 0'CORNOR
STAFF WRITER

Afederal judge has dismissed a
ass-action lawsuit filed by transport
companics that tried to strip Jocal com-
munities’ ability to collect fines for
averweight or unsafc trucks.

Farmington Hills has had its awn
enforcement program in place for sev-

_ cral years, City attorney Steve Joppich
said while the exact amount of the
potential loss wasn't clear, the figure
would have been “substantial”

“It was hard to determine, and that
was one of the issues in the case;” he
said, “The plaintiffs wanted to recover
all the fines callected by all the cities
involved”

With truck traffic generated by 1~
696, 1-275 and 1-96, Farmington Hills
callects thousands of dollars annually

~~={~ infines; From nlow in 1997-98 of *

PLEASE SEE TRUCKING, A4

Officials split
on manager
candidates

BY SUE BUCK.
STAFF YIRITER

When it came to the point of deci-
sion-making regarding a new city
bers of the i

City Council were split Dee. 7.
Would it be number 47 ar number

21?

Though candidates were inter-
viewed publicly Dee. 7, the council
referred to their choices only by the
numbers assigned to resume.

The candidates were Darrell A,
Fecho, a Farmington Hills resident,
who is the director of professional
operations for McKenna & Associates
in Northville, n planning consultant
firm; Southgate City Administrator
Debbie Manns, a Southgate resident;
Caro Village Manager David M.
Murphy, a Caro resident, and Vir‘|'ccm

Charter disqualifies former councilman

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

The thought kept Frank Gerstenecker
up at night
G 1

o Michi PP

former city mun.c’ilmnn Bill Hartsock

The mayor suggested that
G

from being d for city

*1t bothered nie;” said Gerstenecker, &
former Troy city manager for 25 ycars.
“As 1was concluding the work on inter-

Leaguc search consultant, wondered
whether a specific provision for cligibility
for appoi oa icipal empl
position was in the Farmington city char-
tor. The rule would keep applicant and

view for the city council on
Thursday, Dec. 5, I spoke to Mayor (Jim)
Mitchell about mid-day about one ques-
tion under consideration and the nagging
question inmy mind about o similar
charter provision for Farmington.

call city attorney Tom
Schultz and discuss the question. Schultz
said he would study the charter question.
“Tom called me Jate Thursday and

advised that he found a simitar charter
provision in an unexpected place — not
in sections which address and prescribe
the requirements for the city manager
and the eity council” Gerstenecker said.

PLEASESTE HARTSOCK, AS

Elderly pedestrian

illed on Middlebelt

BY PAUL R. PACE
STASF WRITER

Farmington Hills police arc investigating

the pedestrian traffic death of an 86-year-
old Farmingtan Hills man who nll‘cmpicd

to cross Middlebelt, sauth of Nor

D. Pastue,
Isabella County Government, a Clare
resident.

Using context clues, some members
of the audicnce were nble to identify
the two finalists.

ese two are very different in
terms of their strengths and their man-
ners;” said Frank Gerstenecker, the
Michigan Municipal Leaguc consult-
ant handling the city manager search.

*Each one of you has equal say here]
Gerstenccker told city officials. “You

PLEASE SEE MANAGER, AS

around 6:50 a.m, Tuesday.

The man, who was not using & crosswalk,
was struck by n vehicle driven by a 41-year-
old Novi man, Farmington Hills Assistant

Police Chicf Martin Bledsoe said. The 86-
year-old was dead st the scene.
“The driver was not injured in the accl-

dent, and Bledsoe said so for no charges ore

expected against him.
*At that time of day, the Jight is poor and
it was not easy for (the victim) to scen,

DBledsoe sald. “Witnesscs said he was hurry.
ing across the road and one vehicle avoided

B SRISLIR | CBSIRYIR

At9:30 a.m, Tuesday, Farmington Hilts Potice were still investigating a car+ pedestrian accident
on Middlebelt north of 13 Mile. The accldent resulted In the death of an eldetly man.
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