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Gov.-elect Granholm
could surprise critics

8 this {s being written, Gov, John Engler is

prﬂmring to leave office after 12 years as

undisputed king of the political hill, but
leaving a state budget barely in balance after
exhausting virtunlly every accounting gim-
mick available. For her part, Demoerat
Jennifer Granhdlm s about to become
Michigan's first woman governor, but faces an
enormous projetted deficit for the coming fis-
cal year and a nglslnturc controlled by

‘Republicans,

For her part, Democrat Jennifer Granholm is

governor, but faces an enormous projected
deficit for the coming fiscal year agda'

about to become Wichigan's first woman ,*

K Hugh
-~ L Gallagher

{chigan has gone Hollywood. Three
movies in current release havea
Michigan angle.

Rapper Emincm makes his film debut in the
critically praised but desolate "8 Mile” Flint's
counter culture humorist Michael Moore is
back with anothier documentary, “Bowling for
Columbine,” about the gun culture with some

leqlsia'ture controlled by Repnl::jic’ans.

\, Most media pundits have
inlready reached the conclusion
] that the Granholm administra-

tion is in deep trouble. The
+ general argument goes like

W Budget. No doubt itsVery bad. But a ter-
rible biidget situatlon provides a Granholm
Iministration with a wonderful opportunity

+

to conduct a fi tal an T

prominent gun advocates from the Thumb.
Not exactly a positive image for the state.

But the third movic about Michigan is all
uplift and good vibes, even ns it rights a serious
oversight.

ding in the Shadows of Motown” is o

} this:

B The budget deficit, now  review of the op'c‘nlinnifmd costs of statc

tribute to the Funk Brothers, the talented band
imaril icians who laid down the

! estimated at $1.8 billion, is
. truly horrendous. The
Phif } E“dﬁﬂ Sl&!b‘liz,r:iu'o: Fund
power | has been drainéd, the reces-
LS sion continues lo’snp stote
tax revenues with no clear upturn in sight

clal il{tcresl-bﬁ’l‘ﬂng. results-oricnted ugenda

needs'to djgable critics and assemble a new
cnnlltion,ﬂ‘suppon.
M Repdblican dominance. OK, the GOP

5, spe=

could be juspthe thing a Democratic governor

and the kind of cuts Gov.-elect Granholm will - won yistually everything in the November
have to make will surely anger everybody in - elegylon, but what's the party going to look
sight. [ ikein a year or so? Consider Oakland County,

! 1
v
# Granholin may be governor-clect, but shes  once reliably Republican, County Exccutive

pretty much without Democratic allies in /Bmuks Patterson, astoundingly cast as a mod-

Lansing. Sen. Ken Sikkema (R-Wyoming) will ./
Tend the state Senate; Rick Johnson (R-LeRoy)/
will be Speaker of the House; and fellow . {
Ré}:ublicnns ike Cox and Terri Lynn Land Wil

erate interested in pitching the big tent, is
engaged in fierce civil war with o bunch of
right-wing fundamentalists lcd by Tom
McMillin of Auburn Hills and outgoing state

of p azz.
basic thythms for the Motawn sound.

When Berry Gordy wanted ggood musicians
for his new Detrait chythm and blues label, he
didn't have to go very far. In jazz clubs
throughout the city, he found a group of play-
ers who would give life, color and improvisa-
tion to the works of Smokey Robinson,
Holland, Dozier and Holland, Marvin Gaye,
Barrett Strong and other Matown sungwriters.
Their musical support would make stars of
The Temptations, The Supremes, Martha and
the Vandellas, Robinson, Gaye, Mary Wells,
The Four Tops, Stevie Wonder and others, Yet
the bupd v:'ould remain unknown and often

be’attorney gencral and secretary of state,/’
respectively, ’ ,

B The crinfinal investigation laungfed a
couple of weeks ago against Granh m's
patron, Wayne County Executive Ed
McNamara, had a bunch of FBI agents waving
subpocnns at everybody in sight, including a
fair number of people she hsd considered
appointing to major positions in her adminis-
tration. Despite U.S. Atterney Geoflrey
Collins’ reputation for integrity and fair deal-
ing, this probe could-sun on and on and on, a
Ia the Whitewater ievestigation that dogged
President Clinton ot years,

‘No wonder Bill Sallenger, editor of Inside
Michigan Politics(and a savage, long-time
Granholm critic), concluded last week that
Granholm woud be n weak governor, hemmed
in by the oppusition, “especially if she has no
program, 1o mission that's been certified by the
voters” -

My own reaction? It far too carly to project
thedemise of the Granholm administration,
epecinlly before it hus even taken office. My
chinking is rooted precisely in the factors the
pundits arc using to predict woe for Jennifer
Granholm: +
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Rep, Bob Gosselin of Troy. And i i
state Republican Chairman Betsy DeVosisa

B FBI investigation. So Granholm won't
have the freedom to appoint “persons of

Katz and others to big jobs in Lansing, She’s
already said she would appoint on the basis
of merit, not past connections, Maybe the
investigation will give her the opportunity to
reach out beyond the usual Democratic sus-
pects and bring in capable outsiders, My

byboth p
necessity.
Don't get me wrong. I think the Granholm

she even takes office.
" phil Pawer is the chairman of the board of the company

reactions to this column either at (734)953-2047 or at |
ppowerGhomecomm.net.
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handy symbol of a party that may be conserva-
tive, but not likely particularly compassionate.

interest” such as her campaign manager Dave
sense is that Granholm, a self-deseribed mod-
erate, will wind up governing from the center
1 6ol b
P! and

administration has atough row to hoe, But 1 also
think it's both unfair and premature for the pun-
dits to write off any prospects for success before

that pwns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your

Boxed scts and fun devotion have helped
right that wrong. But this fitm brings their
story to a wider audience and it does so with
high spitits, combining good storytelling with
a concert featuring current performers such as
Joan Osborne, Meshell Ndegeocello, Bootsy
Callins and others, backed by the surviving
Funk Brothers doing those great 1960's
Motown songs.

What the film says is that as hard bitten as
Detroit is, the city has always had a ercative
side. In addition to the Funk Brothers, Motown
also used other local jazz performers and mem-
bers of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra.

The film proclaims, rightly, that the Funk
Brothers were the greatest pop music hit
machine in history. Narrator Andre
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Movie about Motown pays
tribute to area’s creativity

That creativity still exist throughout our

metro area. The loss of the Motown fabel
didn't stop the music, Classical, jazz, rock,
&b, country and rap all flourish here from the
inmer city to the far reaches of the suburbs.

The Funk Brothers were primarily black
musicians but included two white musicians,
Joe Messinn and Bob Babbitt, who were
accepted into the fold because of their musical
talent. The surviving musicians are Jack "Black,
Jack® Ashford, Babbitt, Johnny Griffith, Joe
Hunter, Uricl Jones, Messina and Eddie
*Chank™ Willis, The Funk Brothers “hicre in
spirit™ arc Benny “Papa Zita” Benjamin, James *
*gor® Jamerson, Eddic “Bongo™ Brown, Earl
“Chunk of Funk” Van Dyke, Robert Whiteand
Richard *Pistol” Allen (who died after the film *
was made).

Sadly, Berry Gordy really did go Hollywood
in the early 1970s. He putled up stakes and
moved Matown to Los Angeles. A few of the
local musicians followed, hoping to continue
their steady gig in the land of sunshine and
movie stars.

Most d to Detroit. A
intense competition and a lack of creative
interplay drove the players back ta the city that
nurtured them as jozz players and r&b hit
makers.

That creativity still exist throughout our
metro arca. The loss of the Motown label did-
't stop the music. Classical, jazz, rock, r&b,
country and mp ail flourish here from the
inner city to the far reaches of the suburbs,
Eminem and Kid Rock arc only the lntestina
long line of performers who have lastiched
untional carecrs from the Detroit arva. Some,
like Madonna and Diana Ross, have reached
legendary status.

ling in the of Motown”"is a

of

T

tells us they played together on more hits than
Elvis, the Beatles, the Rolling Stones and the
Beach Boys combined.

This being a Detroit story, it isn't without its
sad notes. A couple players succumbed to drugs

was doing a session in the Hitsville basement
on Grand Boulevard when the city erupted into
flames just blocks awny during the 1967 riot.

and aleohol. One scene recounts how theband |

fine tribute to the best backup band in pop his-
tory but it is also a tribute to the many small
clubs, older musicians and cager music afi-
cionados who nurtured them.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing edilor of The Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at {734) 953~
2149, by e-mail at hgatlagherdoe homecomm.net of by
fax 3t (734) 591-7279.
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