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Don't lose
holiday's
meaning

mid the busyness of the
é%lmlidny scason, the
trite meaning of
Chiristinas is frequently lost
as we race from store to
store in the pursuit of gifts
that all-too-often are neither
nceded, wanted, nor appre-
cinted by the recipients.

1n n socicty where many of
us have so much more than
we need, 1 believe our giv-
ing, while an admirable act,
he slightly misplaced,

e there are so many
traly in need who
little or nothing.

White we have warm
Twomes, full stomachs and
stylish clothes, it is almost
inconceivable that there are
prople in our very midst
who don't eat every day,
don't have cars, medical
insurance or heat for their
bomies, There are those who
must decide between paying
rent, buying groceries or
prescription ntedications.

Others face unsafe neigh-
borhoods for their children
and innd d i
As hard as it is to helieve,
some poor souls sleep in
cardboard boxes, and many
mentaily ill fight their per-
sonal demons alone, wan-
dering the strects,

Each Christmas scason at
wy churel, my eyes brita
with tears and I am pro-
foundly moved as [ survey
nearly every square inch of
space in the sanctuary filled
with beautifully wrapped
gifts for those less fortunate.
I am blessed to know many
generous people who never
ceasc giving to others and
don't count the cost.

‘The charity of religious
and benevolent organiza-
tions is highly visible this
time of year, yet I ponder
how different life on enrth
would be if each of us indi-
vidually sought opportuni-
ties to give to those who
reaify need the help all year
round,

To this end, here erea few
gift suggestions for items
requiring little in terms of
forethought, money or gift

Religious sisters
are making a
comeback

sister Clare Marie Klein and Meghan Madigan at afternoon chapel at the Feliclan Convent (n
Livonia. Sister Clare Marie Is a novice and Meghan Madigan is a postulant,

quartered in Farmington Hills.

RELIGIOUS RESURGENCE

BY OIANE BAKSON
CORRESPONDENT

Becoming a nun was the furthest
thing from Dana Becker's mind. The
38-year-old New Yorker was u suc-
cessful Park Avenue lawyer and
always thought she would marry and
have a family.

“1 liked my life the way it wns,” she
said. “There was just one thing that
was missing:”

Dana found the missing link and,
just weeks ago, joined the
Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother
of the Eucharist in Ann Arbor.

“Fhis is heaven on earth,” she said,

For Ann Kiein, thoughts turned to
the possibility of becoming a nun at
avery young age.

Home-schooled and one of 10 chil-
dren in & devout Catholic family,
Ann began nursing studies at
Madonna University at the age of 15,
Gathering informatian on the
Felician sisters there for n friend
who was discerning a voeation, Ann
found herself drawn to the order, sisters in their flowing white habits

“[ knew that | wanted to entern began to attract attention and new
community with Eucharistic members, The growing community
Adoration, a strong devotion to moved into # new 28-room mother-
Mary, and complete alleginnee tothe  house on Warren Road in Ann
chureh,” she said. “Plus, | loved the Arbar, February 1998,

Telicians’ Franciscan spirit” “By spring 1999 it was too small)

Two years ago, at the age of 17, said Sister Joseph Andrew
Ann entered the Felicians” Livonin gdanowicz, one of the fc
Province and is now novice Sister members and vocations director for
Clare Marie. the community. *We consider it quite

Sister Jackie Laster, a temporary miraculous”
professed, and Rose Nickson, a can- With the addition of the seven new
didate, are both African-American I ) in September, the sisters
grandmothers in their 505 who have  now number 38 and are bursting at
been divorced and received annul-  their residential scams. Plans are in
ments. With a strong desire to serve  the works to build 2 new 100-rovm
the poor, they are the newest mem-  motherhouse.
bers of the Sisters of Mercy, head- “We need to make the house about

After n 40-year dearth in voca-
tions, these women are part of a
renewed and growing interest in
religious life that has become evi-
dent locally in recent years,

And nowhere has it become more
cvident than in a new Dominican
order in Ann Arbor, undoubtedly
one of the fastest-growing orders in
the United States,

“The Sisters of Mary, Mother of the
Eucharist was established in New
York in 1997. The four founding sis-
ters came to Ann Arbor that same
year at the request of the Lansing
bishop to staff and administer the
Spiritus Sanctus academics, begun
by Doming’s Pizza founder Thomns
Monnghan. There are now four of
the K-through-cighth-grade schools,
including onc in Plymouth
Township.

It wasn't long before the smiling

Mother Assumpta shares a laugh with the Bominican Sisters.

three times the size of the one we are  and elasses often numbered 25 to
in now,” said Sister Joseph Andrew. 30, recalled Sister DeSales.

*“My e-mail is flooded daily with Novice and Postulant Director
women inquiring about religious life  Sister Mary Anita Marie Louise
and we witl be at 100 in no time.” Tuddonio said there were some 800

‘The sisters nlso offer several Sisters in the Livonin Province in the
retreats each year ~ o 24-hour, no- 1960s, Now there are about 215 -
frills t on a school gym floor 100 sisters at the motherhouse,
with the sisters there to pray with including nbout 50 in the infirmary,
and answer questions. and another 115 out in the commu-

1t was at just such a retreat that nity.

Sister Teresa Benedietn, 22, knew *But we have consistently had new
she had come home, Becomingn sis-  vocations almast every year in our
ter was not even on her radar sereen  province,” she said, “This year there
while growing up in New Mexico. are two new postulants.”

“I always wanted to get married And cight women from various
and I was going to havelots of kids  walks of life ranging from the ages of
and home school them, just likemy 20 to in their 40s recently came to
mom,” she said. the Felician molllc'rlwnsc for a dis~

wrap yet the hearts T She was 17 and a
of both giver and recipient m Dominican retreat in Nashville
long after: S I SEPECNY before she saw a nun in a habit for PLEASE SEE SISTERS, €5
How sublime it can be to Fla R the first time. '
. Iy “It was also the first time that [

give from the heart to those
who can't give back - and
wan't. To give without
expectation, no strings
attached.

Awonderful gift is often
our most precious posses-
sion: Our time. Give it with
pauence.

Practice the words, *1 love
you," and *I'm sorry,” then
use liberally as needed. They
get easier to say each ti
they're voealized, Sm
nothing but go a long way.

[lugs are great gifts, and
don’t know anyone who's
ever rejected a promise of
prayer.

Comfort thosc in serrow,
visit the lonely. Tlow much
nore meaningful are these
“useen” gifts than materinl

had suen sisters who were young and
happy.” she admitted, “It made such
an impression on me, § thought:
That's what I want to be)”

Nincteen when she entered the
canvent three years ngo, she took her
first profession of vows in June.

NEW GROWTH

Sister Mary DeSales Herman,
vocations director for the Felician
Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Provinee in
Livonia, remembers when vocations
were abundant. She hnd just gradu-
ated from high school and was one
of 13 who entered on Sept. 8, 1948,

“My desire to become a sister grew
from the sisters who taught me,” she
snid, The sisters’ joyful warmth and
caring inspired many young women,
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Working on an Advent wreath, from left, Sister
Mary Veronlca Golbinec and Deborah Ambrose.
Slstes Mary Veronlca Is a Feliclan novice and
Deborah Ambrose is a Fellclan postulant,

PAUL HURSCHMANN | OBSERVER

Sister Maria Frassat, from lett, Sister Mary Margaret, Sistes Elizabeth Ann and Slster John Paul
play a hand of Liverpeol Rummy in the receeation room at the Dominican convent [n Ann Arbor.

Sepve someone else, and
let your kids da it, too. There
nre plenty of seaiors who
could use o visit, 8 snowy
driveway shoveled or a sim-

Harrison High students staffing new credit union

ple gift. Kids should be
taught this kind of giving
from a very young nge.

Frequently give the gift of
enconrngement. What docs
it cost to tell sumeone else
they're doing a nice joh? We
all could usc a few more pats
on the back. Hope costs
nuthing to give but is always
appreciated,

Join n cause and fight for
it. Develop passion and fet
yaur children sce yon are
anything but a "whatever”

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Kathryn Chrzanoewski, an
accounting teacher, will head up
the Green *N' Gold Credit Union
program at Harrison High
School.

“The program is patterned after
1.OC Credit Uni igelit-y

externship at LOC in Farmington,
where she learned the fundamen-
tals of eredit union management.
*“This is bringing the world of
wurk to my classroom,”
Chrzana vid. “When 1 pre-
sented the ideas to my stidents,
they scemed interested.”
so strengthens school-com-

Rht-y
old program at East Middle
School in Farmington Hills,
~F felt bringing a credit union to
our scliool was worthwhile for our
studentsT” Chrzanowski said.

munity she said.
Deborah Mashinske, direcior
of marketing for LOC, inter-
viewed students far positions like
Tiranch manager and assistant
branch manag

iug all of you students and T am
completely amazed by your matu-
rity and your scope of knowledge,”
Mashinske said nt the Dec. 5
grand opening.

Sheinterviewed each of 22 stu-
dents who were interested in
positions with the student “satcl-
lite affice” for 10 minutes each,
She looked for traits like responsi-
bitity, honesty and integrity.

“You can just tell, when you tatk
to students;” Mashinske snid.

‘The brunch manager is Elina
Moreyn. Ekaterina Andricvsknyn

person. . . :
Reconciliation is a great Last summer she served an “1 personally enjoyed interview-  and Dervell Slaughter are nssis-
PLEASE SEE CHAT ROOM, C5
TR
[,

tant managers.

“We want to provide the stu-
dents with quality and serve them
with politeness and kindness,”
Moreyn said.

Students will be able to bank at
the schiool during lunch hour.

“There will be thive shifts of
tellers,” said Laura Myers, LOC
member services supervisor.
*Students run the credit union. 1
show up with the materials and
stand back”

The average balance among
student nccounts at East Middle
Schoo! is $300, About 180 of the

Klds and money: Some tips on whal
to do to help your son or daughter
from the credit union, Page CS.

scliool's 300 students participate;
aminlmum deposit of §11s
mq“u!md o open an nuvunl‘;y

he East program is run
teacher Maric Smerigan, Teacher
Gloria Tweadey started the pro-
g
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