v odserverandeceentriccom

|_COMMENT |

Observer & Eccentric § Thursday, December 12, 2002

Coach's private-school comments were right on target

ct’s get this straight right
off; The magic is not in the
believing.

Not where Catholic Central
is concerned.

For wecks, the football conch
at Canton HS ~ Tim Baechler
— hus been bombarded by
cheap shota for remarks he
made after the Chicfs lost to
CC in the state playoffs,

All sorts of things have been
offered. Very few, however,
hove been in his defense,

And that bothers me.
Because every public school
football coach would agree with
Bacchler'’s assessment.

What Bacchler said was no
revelation. It was nothing that
hadn't been said before.

Private schools do have an
advantage. They can draw play-
ers from anywhere — even
Canada, if so desired,

For example: Imagine
Michigan State meeting UCLA
for the NCAA basketball cham-
pionship, but certain condi-
tions exist. MSU can draw its
players from this state only,
while UCLA ecan get its players
from anywhere — including
Michigan,

‘Who you going to bet on?

Before any CC alums or
couches get all p.o.ed at me, let
me offer this: I have nothing
against Tom Mach and the
truly wanderful job his staff did
this season. Nor de I disrespect
their playerr.

‘Which means I am in agree-
ment with Baechler. 'Cause
that’s what he said, both to me
and in n letter he sent to Mach,

*I never said anything about
them not working hard, and 1

never said

4 anything
L about them
2 recruiting”

5] Bacchler said,
*There was no
disrespect to
them ortothe
Catholic
Church. 1
wrote n letter
10 Tom Mach,
along letter,
nnd 1 said the
same thing. I totally respect the

Buy.

What Bacchler did say was
that CC should win because it
can do things most public
schools can't. Indeed, it's what
those public schoals like
Canton can't do that helps
make CC so successful,

If you're the parent of an out-
standing athlete who will ben
star in football, what would you
don this situation: Enroll him
at CC, with all of its tradition,
or stay in the Plymouth-Canton
school district, where he could
cnd up at any of three schools
- one of which won't even have
nvarsity program for another
two years?

1s that sour grapes?

No, that's reality. And that's
what Baechler was talking
about when he said CC should
win every year. Canton HS
players all live in Plymouth or
Canton; less than half of CCs
athletes reside in Redford.

‘The playing field isn't equal,
and it won't be unless public
school districts start doing
what Farmington and Detroit
have done with open enroll-
ment. Do you think John
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Veteran bowler, 99,
honored at Old Timers
tournament in Allen Park

he 72nd Annual Old
TTimns Bowling
Tournament held Nov. 30
at Thunderbow] Lanes in Allen
Park, was o huge success as
usual, thanks
primarily to
the efforts of
John
Chmelko Sr.
and John
Chmelko Jr.

Also, event
directors
worked tire-
lessly to keep
the event run-
ning smoothly
and resulting
in n full house
of bowling
participants
again this
year.

The opening ceremonics
included the introduction of
hall-of-famers, including Lew
Saad, who was recognized for
his longtime contributions and

support.
At 99, Snad s the oldest Tiv-

Harrlson ]

‘The 60-64 age division was
won by Roman Seniw of Imlay
City with 751, including a 279
game, Jim Schacffer of
Farmington Hills took second

with 719 and Bob Haynes third
‘was with 698.

In the 50-59, Frederick
Skora of Westland won with a
756 followed by Lee Snow of
Wixom (741) and Ted West
(726).

The under-50 title went to
Paul Bohn of Trenton with a
4780 series followed by Ed
‘Towns at 767 and Greg Cohen
of Livonia with 725,

The victor in each division
received a commemorative
wrist watch, made specifically
for the Old Timers event,

A buffet dinner was followed
by the awards presentations

led by past president George
Zainea, who presented Saad
with a plaque.

8 Random ramblings: Let's
back up alittle and talk about
bowlers who throw a backup
ball (reverse curve).

This type of delivery is more

Herrington won all those state
titles at Farmington Harrison
by relying on the luck of the
draw, like they do in Plymouth-
Canton?

This is not an accusation that
CC recruits. It doesn't need to,
really. Like Herrington at
Harrison, dads want their sons
to play football for Mach at CC.

The Shamrocks draw enough
good athletes t pete with

3 hody”

feelings or

3 o chi

{two Catholic

Bacchler said, speaking pub-
licly for the first time since his
outburst after Canton lost to
CC. “And 1 never, ever sald I
dldn't respect their players or
their coaches, T said I didn't
respeet their state titles beeause
they're competing on a differ-
ent playing field”

1t's true. Everyone knows it.
Both hing staffs are limited

anyone, and Mach and his staff’
make surc they fulfill their
[)alen(in]. They may not have
oads and loads of NCAA
Division I talent, but they have
more good talent than anyone
else.

Success breeds success, Given
a choice between a sure thing
and an I dunno, where would
you send your kid?

“I didn't mean to hurt any

to the students that walk
through their doors; it's just
that CC's doors are open to
cveryone. Canton's arc open to
those who tive in Plymouth or
Canton, and whoever draws a
red chip, |

Here's something else to con-
sider, Of the 16 teams that
played for state titles this full in
football, five were from private
schools, Three of those won

schools, Gaylord St. Mary and
Waterford Our Lady of the

Lakes, played each other for the

Division 8 crown). Another

four private schools reached the

semifinal round before being
climinated.

Is that fair? No. But that's the

way it {a,

‘What Baechler said was logi-
cal. It was accurate. And it was
truthful, Perhaps his timing
could have been better, but
when asked if his tcam was
intimidated by the CC tradition
afew minutes after losing, well,
he has a right to be a bit defen-
sive,

‘We can resolve all of this
quite simply, you know.

A: Let kids go to whatever
schoal they want to, anywhere
in the state;

B: Restrict private schools to
recruiting — sorry, I mean
drawing — students from a
five-mile radius of their present
location.

1 don't expect either one to be
adopted. 1 mean, if cither was,
what would the Catholic
League schoals do?

Onc last thing, For years, 1
have insisted an Jisting the city
where Catholic Central {s locat-
ed (it's Redford, if you didn't
know) in its first refercnceina
story, us | do with any other
school. Now | realize that was

unnecessary,
CC has no boundarics,

C.J. Risak is the Plymouth-Canton
sports editor for the Observer and can
be reached at (734) 953-2108 or by e+
mail at cjrisak@oe.homecommanet.
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