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"The provision is found in the
city charters of many Michigan
cities, he said.

Section 5.2 Eligibility for
Office in City disqualified

avoid politieal considerations
over and above consideration
for candidntes based on qualifi-
catior:s and abilitics, And yet
Mr. Hartsock has, in my find-
ings and apinion, exccllent
qualifications and nbility to
serve in the position — if that is

Hartsock, who resigned from
the city council when he moved
to Farmington Hills earlier this
year and remarried.

‘That scction reads: “Except
in the case af the appointment
of Supervisors, no elective offi-
cer may be appointed to any
city office or be employed by
the city during the term of
office for which he wns clected
or for two years thereafter,
cexcept that after the expiration
of his term of office he may be
appointed us o member of an
independent beard of commis-
sion or Lo fill a vacancy in the
position of Councilman.”

The announcement was
made public Saturday befo
the start of the semi-finalist

the tusion of the city coun-
cil,” he said.

Gerstenecker said he regret-
ted not bringing up the ques-
tion sooner.

Farmington City Manager
Frank LauhofUwill retire Jan. 3,
after 10 years of service,
Hartsock served on the
Farmington City Council for
more than 28 years,

Debhic Manns of Southgate
was brought in to be inter-
viewed for the 10:30 a.m. spot
previously reserved for
Hartsock. She followed Darrcll
A, Fecho of Farmington Hills
and preceded David M.
Murphy of Caro and Vincent D.
Pastue of Clare.

The ml{nn‘l \lfll develop

interviews at city hall.

‘The city charter provision
likely stems from the original
drafl of the Home Rule City
Charter or soon th £t

q tointer-
view finalist candidates at o
closed 4:30 p.m. meeting
Friday at city hall, The personal
nature of the information
dtobed was

Gerstenecker said,

*1t was probably derived dur-
ing the time of reforms in
municipal government when it
was felt customary for political-
ly active persons to move in and
out of elective and appointive
office without regard to merit,
qualifications or possible self-
serving miotives;” Gerstenecker

cited as the reason for closure.

Officials will conduct inter-
views of the two finnlist candi-
dates at 6 p.m, Dec, 18 at city

The city received 57 applica-
tions for the post, which will
have a salary in the upper
$80,000s, LauhofTis paid
$91,500.

Though disqualified, Hartsock enjoyed process

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Former Farmington Councilman Bil}
Hartsock stood before the City Council and
the public Saturday, aceepting the fact that
he eould not continue as & city manager
candidate,

Hartsock spoke at the time originally
scheduled for his interview. He was dis-

was aware his name would be made public
as a semi-finalist candidate.

“1 was concerned on a professional level
that many of my clients who live in
Farmington and Farmington iills would
find it unsettling that I was being consid-
ered and would switch carcers,” Hartsock
said.

He suid he apprecinted confidentiality
enrlier in the process. In fact, Hartsock

ndn't ioned his upplication to his son

qualified based on a city charter p i
that prohibits elected officials from secking
employment with the city for two years
after they leave office.

“If nothing clsc, it was gratifying to have
gone through that process,” Hartsock said.

He said he hadn't worked on his resume
for many years and talked to old friends
and colleagues when he requested letters
of reference. Reading from the cover letter
of his application, he snid, “As you know I
have a passion to serve this community”

Hartsock hadn't discussed his applica-
tion with many people with hopes to keep
it confidential for professional reasons. He

or mother until Frank Gerstenecker, a
search consultant for the Michigan
Municipal League, informed him he wasa
semi-finalist.

“My son simply said, ‘Well, who's going
to be my financial advisor?’ It was with
great ircpidation that I even went through
the process”

People wished him well when they read
ahout his candidacy in the newspaper,
Hartsock said.

Farmington Mayor Jim Mitchell said
City Council members were disappointed
and regard Hartsock highly. The council

mel in closed session prior 1o the se
inalist interviews Dee. 7 to discuss the sit-
uation.

“We determined that it would not be
appropriate to go forward with Mr.
Hartsock's candidacy vis i vis the charter”
Mitchell said.

The community was well-served in
terms of the search process, Mitchell
added. “There is a provision in the cha
albeit overlooked by past city ma
former collcagues, current council; ev
bady missed the opportunity and the
process worked, Mr. Gerstenecker brought
it o light. Thank God it was Friday and
not Monday.”

1t's unfortunate that policy is set to eatch
the worst in people rather than to encour-
age the best, Hartsock said.

Mitchell asked the local newspapers to
treat Hartsock with resp

“This shouldn’t be the h
footnote to the whole process
said,
shuckFoehomeccmm net { (248) 4775450
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‘The news already isn't good
with state shared revenues
being cut to itics in

The chief said U.S. Sen.
Debbie Stabenow is inviting
him and other loeal palice and
public officials to discuss their
police funding and homeland
security concerns with her at
the Oakland County Board of
& i office on Dec.

e state, including nearly
$300,000 in Farmington Hills
in the middle of its fiseal year.
Dwyer and other city depart-
ment heads will be closely
examining their 2003-0+4 fiseal
year budget after the holidays.

18.

State Rep.clect Aldo
Vagnozzi, who represents
Farmington and Farmington
Hills, said state shared rev-
enues will likely continue to be
cut in future years while the

said, “That, I hasten to add, is Gerstenecker also assisted
not the situatlon I have found with the hiring process that
in Farmington.” ended in Brent Morgan's

Gerstenecker added he found

appointment as Farmington
Hartsock fully qualified, and

Downtown Development exce-

that is the point of difficulty. utive director.
*Here we have a city charter
whichisi: ded to buch Bty £e1]4248) 4725450

Live Wire Bead Co.
has a gifr for you!
Save ow all of oun Clayworks Holiday Pitces.
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{ Dze. 13157k Save 25%
Dec. 20.22xd Savs 30%
(Savivis ollverd only on danes spvfial)
Baing in 1his ad brfore Iax, 131, 2003
el mceive A Free gife while supplies basr) with axy poacluse.

Thiis is our way of saylng THANKS for making our
first Holiday Scason Grand!
32799 Woodwasd A« (248 551.2323
4 {2 blocks souttt o 144 Milt & West sidé ol Wodw asd)
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WORKING ON YOUR DEGREE?

Education in Faith...Education for Lfe

AINT
ARY’S

cOoLLEGE

i NIVERSITY

Degree Programs Include:
» Madonna University MBA
« Orpanizational Management
* Teacher Certification

OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 18, 2002
6:30 - 8:30
College CRC
Building

For more information call:
248-683-0528 or 248-683-9713

LIONEL

Pennsylvania Flyer Train Set

Bring home the most popular O gauge traln set, the

famons Lionel Pennsyhvania Flyer!

» Die-cast metal sicam locomotive with 2 operating
headlight, and pulling smoke

« Button-activated alr whistle

+ Two sturdy freight cars and a caboose

» Everything you need to gt started-
transformer, controller, and
2 huge 27" x 63" =
oval of track!
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MERRI-SEVEN TRAINS, HOBBIES & COLLECTIBLES | wel3 A
10155 MERAMANGE 7 WA« LVRA » ) 4TFS60 » KR 472D
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Oakland
Communitv
College

Universite Bansier progeams i Liberal Ants, Sceienee. Business Administiation, Pre-Education, Pre

Get Anywhere From Here

Ne—

ngineering

Five comvenent Campus sites i Aubin 1hills, Farmington Hills, Roval Oak. Sowhiield and Waterford

More than 120 Cernheate and Deguee prowgeaons m Diggh-denmand polessions

Aftoydable ot S,
Thotsaneds of lasses from whieh ta Tioose

Reqister oncampus, m by phone

Em'nll tow hi done Registration:

NOW NOW theu danuare
I
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Winter
Classes

b 248.311.2350
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state works to balance a deficit.

Farmington Hills City
Manager Steve Brock told the
council this week that all
department heads are being
cautioned to ask enly for pur-
chase requests that are strictly
necessary.

The council plans to hold a
study session in January to dis-
cuss n strutegy to deal with the
recent cuts in state shared rev-
enues.

PEDESTRIAN
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hitting him before lie was
struck” The man was a
of the Sunrise Assisted Living
g Tocated north of 13

L west of Middlebelt, police
said, Officers specializing in
accident reconstruction have
been assigned to the case,
Bledsoe said.
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The only thing more

PRECIOUS

action.

Diamond salitaire carrings
available in all cuts
Srom S12S g0 S30.000

Thete's no place better for holiday gifts.
Exceptional quality and tesrific values on
fine jewelry, gems, watches and a whole lot more.
And visit out Lake Orion stote for a fine sclcction of gittware.

Siduey Fhranadotl & Sons-
Nae Jereiry & Gife Stnce 1918
TROY - 248 362-4500
Top of Troy Building » 755 Wit Big Reaves

LAKE ORION . 248 393-6000
Olde World Canterbury Vi 2357 Joslyn Court
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Lsivie,zaes Sors
WHEEL-A-WAY" 24*
EXPAMDABLE PACKING CASE with SUITER
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Design in motion

See the entue Tumi Calfec! 1

arveys.
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GROSSE OINTE BIRMINGHAM
(313) 881-0200 {248) 723-5555 J
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