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Put these children's books
on your holiday shopping list

he holidays approach, with
Tthcir usunl lightning speed.

To save yourself a little
time, nnd mnke shopping a bit
more fun, you might want to
take the following list along to
stores this scason as you search
out the perfect book for the
kiddies, You can't go wrong
with any of these.

W My Car,
by Byron
Barton
(Greenwillow
Boaks,
$14.95,3%
ppd

Ages 2-5,

Tilustrated
in shiny, new-

Victorla paint colors,

Dlaz ! this little book
starts quickly
and speeds
along from

beginning to end. Boys and
gitls alike will enjoy the ride as
Sam shows us his car, how he
cares for his car, the parts to his
car {an inky-black frame and
engine, roya! purple wheels,
and red body), how he drives
(“earcfully”), where he goes,
and—ultimately—what clse he
drives, My Carshould provide
speeial pleasure for those just
beginning to read.

n Sailor Moa, Cow at Sea, by
Lisa Wheeler; illustrated by
Ponder

Goembel (Simon & Schuster;
$16.95; 28 pp.) Ages 3-7.

In this cleverly rhymed tale,
Michigan’s Lisa Wheeler intro-
duces us to Moo, the discon-
tented cow. (“Moo watched the
ficld of waving whent/and
wished for ocean swells/She
sniffed the freshness of the
grass/but wished for ocean
smells”)

So, what's 2 bovine beauty to
do when mooved by sen
dreams? Why, head in that
direction, of course--which is
what Moo does, smiling all the
while.

‘There, she encounters “a
feline fishing boat,” and soon

signs on as the galley cook. But
blow me down! One doy, a
fierce storm tosses Sailor Moo
averboard, Not to worry,
though. She is later rescued by
kindly sea cows (what else?),

and a lively game of hide-and-
seck in progress oulside while
the town clock tolls 2 o,
And on it goes, all in high
Jiumor and good fun, and all
made even maore so vin Doug
Cust s delichtful, cartoon-

and soon finds utter happi
as a specinl “dairy queen.”

M Don't You Feel Well, Sam?
by Amy Hest; illustrated by
Anita Jernm (Candlewick
Press; $15.99; 30 pp.) Ages 3-7.

“It was a cold, cold night on
Plum Street”

So begins this cozy, comfort-
ing story about Sam, who's in
bed with a cough, and doesn't
want to take his bad-tasting
cough syrup.

Mamu Bear has a simple
solution for that on this win-
ter's night, though, and soon
the fuzzy lear pair are down-
stairs, where she brews up ten
with honey (it was nice sliding
down”), and both settle dawn
by the fireside to wait for Sam's
favorite kind of weather.

Ontsized, softly eolored iftus-
trations make an ideal comple-
ment to this luscious bedtime
story.

W But Mowm, Everybody Else
Does, by Kny Winters; illustrat-
ed by Doug Cushmnn (Dutton
Children's Books; $14.99; 28
pp-) Ages 4-8.

Throughout this picture
book, 4 contentious little girl
argues with her exasperated,
*unfair” mom,

*“Nabody hins to wear boats,”
she argues, seeing, in her
mind’s eye, & mail carricr wear-
ing flippers, a ballerina in toe
shoes, a construction worker in
thong sandals, a gentleman in
pink bunny slippers — all in the
midst of a rai

ish illustrations.

W Everything On a Wallle, by
Tolly Horvath (Farrar Straus
Giroux; $16.00; 150 pp.) Ages
B-12,

1n this Newbery Honor Book,
readers meet 11-year-old
Primrose Squarp of Coal
Harbour, British Columbia,
whose parents have recently
disappeared at sea. Everybody
in Coal Hurbour believes her
parents are dead, except for
Primrose, wha is convinced
they are alive and will some day
retusm,

In the meantime, Primrose
has to stay with her baby-sitter,
Miss Perfidy, whose “mothball
smell...hovered around herinn
Tittle fog” She also has to suffer
an insuffernble guidance coun-
selor, and tolernte the cruelty of
classmates hecause her parents’
disappearnnce has Iabeled her
as “different.”

Eventually, though,
Primrose’s hearty Uncle Jack
comes to her rescuc as her
next-of-kin. An aging sea salt,
he mo o Conl Hurbour, sets
up housekeeping (after a fash-
ion), and decides to “develop”
the drowsy little village intoa
bustling seaside resort. While
e is occupied with his plans,
Primrosc is left pretty much to
her own devices, leading her to
one adventure after another.

Horvath's lively characters,
her comic tonches, her gift for

and her 2 9

“Nobody watks to school,” she
declares, picturing one class-
mate on a camel, another
astride a red dragon, and still
another piloting a purple space
ship.

“Nobody has to go to bed this
carly,” she contends, imagining
an elephant dancing, a boy

insights about children and
adults alike muke this a gen-
uinely outstanding read.

More fun: Recipes are
included for severa tasty dishes
mentioned in the story,

Vicki biaz is a Livonia resident who
writes about books for the Observer §
Ereentric

slurping an i cone,

Making contact: Please submit items
for publication in At the galleries to
Linda Chomin, two weeks in advance of
the event, Observer & Eccentiic
HNewspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, B! 48150 or fax (734} 5917279,

CALL FOR ARTISTS

ArtFirst
Searching for arlists with physical and
mental disabilities for an internationat
Jurled exhibition of art and tine cratts
Including works on paper, canvas of
board, sculplure, jewetry, photography,
poite:y. Only work exccuted after the
onset of disability of injuty is eligible.
All viorks must be tor sale - $6,000in
prizes {o bie awarded. The show will
{ake place ai The Medical Center al
Princelon, For mare irdormation, call
Leslie Watking at (215) 576-0844 or
send e‘mail fo ArtPrint®aol.com.

Birmingham Bloomeleld Art Center
Now accepting arlist appticalions for
the 2003 Birmingham Fine Art Festival
on Molher'’s Day weekend in Shain
Park. All 2pplications must be post-
marked by Jan. 3, 2003, to qualify. for
more Infarmation of to receive an
applicallon, contact Sharon Santon at
(248) 644-0866, Ext. 108, or ¢'mail at
shstanton@ameritech.net.

Livonla Arts Commission
Winter scenes of Livania: paintings or
pholographs to be entered by Hov. 10,
2003, Call Community resources for
delails (734) 4662536

LECTURES

Ann Arbor Women Artlists
Sponsoring a talk by James Cogswell
At 7:30 p.m, Jan, 21, 2003, al the Ann
Arbor Art Center, for mare info calt
(734) 9952074

Elalne L. Jacob Gallery
Lin Stanionis, 7 p.m, Thursday, Jan, 16,
2003 in Room 289. Student Center
Building, 5221 Gullen Mall, Wayne State
Universily, Ml lectures are free and
open to public. (313) §77-2423

CLASSES

Palnt Creak Center for the Arts
Happy Holiday Art Woskshop Salurday,
Dec. 21ages 611; at 407 Pine Street in
downtown Rochester, $15 for PCCA
members. $20 for non:members. For
Information on Art Classes call (248)
651410

Touch of Light
Winter glass blowing classes will begin
In mid-January. Basic tools and materi-
als supplied. Three hours onte a week
for elght weeks, ai 23426 Woodward,

AT THE GALLERIES

Ferndale, Call gallery for mote infor-
malion {248} 5431868

SHOWS AND FESTIVALS

Ann Arbor Artisans Market
Fine arts and cralts market Slam.to 4
p.m, Sundays through Dec. 22. 315
Detroit St. iwo blocks norih of Huron,
ane block east of Main next do,
Kerrytown, Ann Arber. (734) 954:3276

GALLERY EXKIBITS (OPENING)

Ann Arbor Art Center
Sculpiure Invitatlona) Reception: 6-8
p.rm. with curator's gallery talk a1 7
pam. Jan. I7, 2003. Sculpture Workshop:
Jan. Z7-feb. 17, 2003 at U7 West Liverty
in downlown Ann Asbar, (734) 994:
8004 ext, (04 Exhibition suns Jan. 6
Feb. 2, 2003

Farmington Hills
ArtSplash! 2002 Exhibil, part of Art in
the Coreidor program, from Dec. 23+
Jan, 31 at Farmington Hills City Hall on
Eleven Mife Road at Orchard Lake and
fatmington City Hall on Liverty at
Grand River, call for times (248} 473-
1856

Janlce Charich Epsteln Galtery
Presents Technlcat TechniquesiArtists
Exploring Recent Techaclogical
Advances tram 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
12,2003 opening reception al 6600
West Maple Road, West Bloomfield
(248)66-7641 lor gallery hours

Livonls Arts Commission
Catch Me It You Can, 3 fishlng fly col-
lection in exhibition cases {2nd tHoor)
Jan. 430 at Livonia Civic Center
Library, 32177 Five Mife Road (east of
Farmington Road) call (734)466-2490,
Aso showing: Two For the Show:
Eleanor 0°Connor & Kathieen
Montgomery Mixed Media: Jan. 430,
2003 (734) 4662490

Touch of Light
Holiday G1ass Show features the wotk
of Jobn Filzpatrick and suns to Dec. 24
al 23426 Woodward, Ferndale. Open
house Dec. 2t Show hours are 10 am,
o 6 pm. Tuesday, Wednesday and
Salurday; 10 am, to 9 pom. Thursday; i0
am. 107 pom. friday and 25 pm.
Sunday. Extonded hours Sunday, Dec.
22, and Monday, Dec. 23.{248) 543+
1868. Registralon for winter classes
also available.

GALLERY EXHIDITS (ONGOING)

ALY, Gallery
Holiday Show 2002 runs through Dec.
21, reqular hours 12 pm. fridays and
Salurdays at 35 €ast Grand River,
Delroit {upstairs from Gatleria Biegas)

(313}961-4336

Arlana Gatlery
Exhidit of unique and festive objects
d'art runs through Jan. 4, 2003, al the
qalfery, 119 5. Main, Royal Oak.
(248)546-8810

Art Exchange Gallery Huseum
Multicuttural display in diversity .
through Dec. 30, at the gallery, 2366
Woodward, five blocks north of the Fox
Thealer, Detrait. (33) 8311200

Au Cousant Iaterlor Design

Studio/Gallery
Two-dimensional, three-dimensfonal
and wearable art show runs through
Dec. 21 at 23255 Woodward Avenue,
Ferndale (248} 5483770

Cary Gallery
Frank 8rugos Memorial Exhibit: A
Sense of Passion, runs through Jan. 1,
2003, at 226 Wainut Bivd,, Rochesler.
{248) 6513656. Gallery hours 11 am. fo
5§ pm. Tuesday-Saturday.

Cass Calé
Paintings by Gilda Snowden runs
1hrough March 1, 2003, 3t 4620 Cass
Ave._ Detroit (313) 8311400

Contemporary Art Institute of Detrolt
LK The Exhibition runs through Dec.
22 at 5141 Rosa Parks Bivd., Detroit. Call
(313) 898-4ART.

The County Gallerla
The third annual employee arls show,
Hidden Taleals Ill, runs through Jan. 3,
2003 at The Execulive Office Building
(34 £ast) on the Oakland County
Campus at 1200 N. Telegraph, Pontiac.
{248) 858-0415

CPOP Galtery
Milageos runs through Dec. 29, Miractes
in Retigion is in {he first-Toor gallery;
Daniel Martin Diaz works in second:
{loor gallery; Treasures from Lithuanla
isinthe print qallery at 460
Woodward, Detrait, (13) 833-9901

Cranbrook Academy of Art Forum

Gallery
Wayne State University Grad Student
Exhibition 1uns through Jan, 19, 2003
at 39221 Woodward Avene, Bloomtietd
Hills {248) 6453300

Creative Arts Center
An exhibit of palntings by Mohamed
Fradi, Exnibition runs through Dec. 21
at 47 Williams St. Pontiac (248} 333

Davld Kleln Gallery
Presents Woll Kahn paintings and pas-
tels and Bo Bartlett paintings through
Dec. 21 a1 163 Townsend, Birmingham.
Hours: T am. to 5:30 p.m. Monday-
Salurday. (248) 433-3700

Ellzabath Stone Gallery
Ceramic tiles by Sara Frank on eshibit
1hrough Dec. 20 at 536 X, 0id
Woodward, Birmingham. (248) 647~

40




