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This week, AAA Michigan
officials reported the results
of a multi-ycar study of 13
intersections in Detroit that
showed left-turn signals
provide “a real safety advan-
tage,” according to Dick
Miller, manager of
Community Safety Services
at AAA.

And Farmington Public
Safety Director Gary Goss
couldn't agree more.

‘The study found that
adding left-turn sigm'l'ls
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The Farmington Observer explores
some of the pros and cons of
this Issue In today's oplnlon
pages, Please see our editorl-
al, Page AB.
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Lake and Farmington/Nine
Mile - has been wholly posi-
tive.

“They've drastically
reduced accident frequency,”
he said. “They do work.”

In Wayne County, n num-
ities arc look-

helped d i

80 percent; reduce injury
accidents by §1 percent; and
slash head-on left-turn ncci-
dents by 69 pereent, Miller
reported.

Goss snid his city's experi-
ence with installing dedicat-
ed turn lanes and signals at
three heavily trafficked
interscctions - Nine
Mile/Orchard Lake/Grand
River, Grand River/Orchard

by berof

ing at left turn lanes with
the iden of improving safety.

Cliristine Walters, o moth-
er of two, dreads the inter-
section of Six Mile and
Inkster,

*It's a death trap, It's the
worst intersection I've ever
seen, I'd never let my chil-
dren near it,” sald Walters,
whao lives nenrby in Redford.

The intersection doesn't
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have a left-turn signal - and
changing those intersections
is a goal of Redford
Supervisor Kevin Kelley and
Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey
for the coming year.

*We talked to Robert
Ficano at the Conference of
Western Wayne County
Government, and he's going
to make ronds a priority,”
Kelley said, which includes
adding left-turn arrows an
Innes.

*We're hoping to sit down
with him before the end of
the year to discuss the issue,”
Kirksey safd. He added that
Livonia would be willing to
put money into making the
improvements, as long as
the county would pay it back
later.

“It costs about $55,000 to
improve each intersection,”
he said, adding that Livonia
wants to make the improve-
ments as soon as possible
because safety is at stake.

But that won't be too soon
for Walters. “I've scen three

accldents there in the last
two years,” she said, "During
rush hour, three or four cars
will run the red light to
make a turn,

Death paid a call at the
interscction Aug. 16, when a
14-ycar-old died when the
car in which he was riding
was broadsided by a truck.

One attorney in the case
said it was “a nightmare sit-
uation where you have two
people go through a light
and they collide because nei-
ther one is paying close
attention.”

“The youth was riding ina
car driven by his 69-year-old
grandmother, who police
determined was not at fault,

The driver of the truck, a
Redford man, pleaded no
contest to negligent homi-
cide charges and is awaiting
sentencing.

Kelley said creating left-
turn lunes and adding those
turn arrows can help pre-
vent such accidents.

“We get a lot of requests

for left-turn lanes,” he said.

Neither he nor Leo Snage,
Redford’s Public Works
director, knew cxactly how
many major intersections in
the community don't have
such left-turn signals. But
Snage pointed out the Five
Mile and Inkster roads
intersection: “I'd like to see
that one improved.”

“I'd love to have every
major interscetion in
Redford with a left-turn lnne
and signal,” he said. Goss
wouldn't mind seeing o left-
turn light at one of the city's
busiest intersections - but
physical conditions won't
allow it.He said the intersee-
tion of Grand River and
Farmington Roads would be
an {deal candidate, if enough
space was available.

“What you have ta have is
a dedicated lef-turn only
lane,” he said. “The way it is
now, that wouldn't work.”

Staff writer Jonl Hubred also con*
tributed to this article.
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New Year's |
for families .|
is offered ~ |
at hotel

The DoubleTree
Haotel- Novi is offering a
Family New Year's Eve
Package for $159
(including tax).

The package includes
a one-night stay, break-
fast for four, pizza and
sode, party favors, fami-
ly-friendly movies,
game room, indoor
poel, Wholc 9 Yards
Sports Bor featuring 11
screens, NTN, Hilton
Honors points and air-
line miles are available
to all Hilton Honors
members,

New enrollments are
welcome. For more
information, call 1-800-~
713-3513.

CURVESe Weight Loss Program

‘The first weight loss guidance program

designed around exercise. Permancnt
results swithout permanent dieting.

Our Exclusive Quickfit Circuit...
v takes only 30 minutes
v bums body fit, wot lean muscle

v "

muscles &
V' begins when you arrite
v is designed for women

* ofter based on first visit enroment. min. 12 ma. ¢.d. program

248-478-7855

Membership is honored at
1 systent more than 2500 Curvese
- lacations in all 50 states,
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*30 Ninute Fliness & Welaht Loss Centers®

Canada, Spain & Mexico!

Muirwood Square West Bloomfield Plaza
35574 Grand River 6716A Orchard Lake Rd.
(Fasmington Hills) {Occhard Lake Rd. at 14 1/2 Mile) ¢

248-626-0475

€2002 Curves International
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" Specializing in French, Enﬁ
iving Room, Family room, dining Room, Bedroom

20239 W, Warren Ave, * Dearborn Hgts. ¢ 313-583-0170,

Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10:30-6:00; Saturday 17:00-6:00; Sunday 11:00-430

ues Nowveau
WAREHOUSE SALE!

" Don't Pay Retail Prices! Shop Where the Dealers Shop!
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We afe a Direct Importer

lish and Italian style furniture and accessorles. =
cts, Desks and Home Accessories.

Closed on Mandava

Antiques, Oil
Paintings, Tapestries,
Oriental Rugs,
Antique
Reproduction
Fumiture fromaall
overtheworld,
Clocks and more

opgangzan,

PRICES GOOD

DEG 26th THRU JAN 1st, 2003

56 good Santa will start shopping for next year!
tablés, lamps, sofas, dining sets, clocks, accessories
h mére.: Hurry in before Santa bags up everything!

P Whlker/ Buzenberg

. fine furniture

240 NORTH MAIN STREET « PLYMOUTH ¢ (734) 459-1300 *
. Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 * Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 » Sun. 1-5
*With Approved Credit on Sclected lrems, Minimum Pagmeats Apply. Dec. 26311 » Priat Sales Excluded
L. www.walkerbuzenberg.com )
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