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District challenged by
No Child Left Behind

BY HEATHER NEEDHAW
STAFF WRITTA

Implementing the require-
ments of the No Child Left
Behind act was Jisted s the
biggest challenge of the new
year by Farmington Public
Schiools Superintendent Bob
Maxfield.

“The No Child Left Behind
act will eall attention to public
education in some new ways,”
Maxfield said, *Its emphasis
an test scores will be more
important than ever - at least
in some parts of the state,”

The act requires annual test-
ing of ali public schools stu-
deats in grades 1 through 12,
among other things.

While the act is well inten-
tioned, some students may still
be left behind, Maxfield said.

“Same kids will have trou-
ble;” he said, “But you have to
applaud Congress' intent - the
gaps between the lowest and
highest achievil d are

Potential budget woes loom
in Farmington and other
Michigan schoa districts
because of a possible $1.2
billion state budget shortfall.

themselves for the worst,

A recent edition of “Update,”
a newsletter sent by the dis-
trict to residents stated:

“Increases in the cost of
retirement and health insur-
ance coupled with no increase
in revenue paints a very pes-
simistic picture. At best, if the
district receives no increase in
per-pupll aid and n slight
decline in categorical revenue
from the state, the district will
around a $6 mil-

unacceptable.”

Qverall, Farmington stu-
dents tend to do pretty well on
standardized tests such as the
MEAP - but there s always
room for improvement,
according to Maxficld.

Potential budget woes loom
in Farmington and other
Michigan school districts
because of & possible $1.2 bil-
lion state budget shortfall,

1n the Farmington district,
like many other districts,
school officinls are bracing

lion shortfall in 2003-2004.

“The district’s financial
health requires that the dis-
trict continue to be vigilant in
balancing the budget annually
while stitt maintaining the
quality instruction of children
deserve)”

“Financially, it will be a
rough year - but that's reflec-
tive of the community,”
Maxfield said.
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the world run by people who are
deall

The Frohieps, who met
through a deaf Madonna pro-
fessor, have been married seven
enrs.

‘They own and operate
Communication Works of the
Deaf Inc., 24780 Hathaway in
Farmington Hills.

"I wear all the hats of the
business,” Gregory said.

Deborah handles public rela-
tions and recruiting,

Many employees wark out of
their homes.

“ have the (closed) caption-
ers sct up so that they getup
out of their own beds in the
morning and caption out of
their homes,” Gregory said.

A REWARDING CHALLENGE

Qne of his employees is Sue
Perrish of Livonia, who is in
chiarge of providing live closed-
captioning for Fox 2's morning

news.
“I love the job;” she said. “It’s
always a challenge.”

- Closed captioners like Perrish

are trained the same way as
court reporters, Geltinga
degree is very difficult because
of the level of technical skill
required of students. To gradu-
ate, students must be able to
type a certain number of words
per minute.

‘They use typewriter-like
machines where shorthand-
based keystrokes arc translated
into words, phrases and sen-~

tences.
“It's  lot like playing chords
on a piano,” she said.
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Che Greatest Gift id the "Gift
of Health" you'll find at...

1. Correct Care '
- Chiropractic . - -

Cur Holday Special to You...-- S
A Complete New Patient”
1st Vislt for Just " - ;

(A $480 Valuel)
{Includes consultation, exam, x-rays

an adjustm
OFfer good through January 31, 2003.) - -

26146 W. Six Mile Rd.
Redford
Between Inkster 8 Beech Daly

for Your A?polntment or for«S5>
nformation!

313-537-8100

ent,

“Due to Federal
R:gu lTons. icare
plent

3 cAnnot
partkipate In this offer,

Take a Free Two-Hour
cation (o the Islands!

Join us at The Trowbridge for our Island Paradise Party
Wednesday, January 15, 2003

Put on your Hawaiian shirts, sundsesscs and steaw hats
Dine on festive fruit hors d"ocuvres, non-alcoholic beverages and island chicken satad

Noon to 2:00 p.m.

Island dances performed by Tinilou and his Tahiti Wahines
Raffte items will include luscions fruit buskets and exotic floral arrangements.

Please RSVP to Nocml by Friday, January 30, 2003 at (248) 352-0208, ext. 226

TROWSRDGE..

Michigan's LifeCare Community with Providence Hosplial
Where Exception) Senvice 1 Our Standard

34111 Civic Cemer Dy Snahliell, M1 48013 310 s

POLITICALLY INCORRECT

‘When it comes to lnbels, the
political correet ones are not
always correct, Gregory, like
many others who eannot hear,
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Gregory and N
Deborah Frohlep -
run a business
that provides .
closed-captioning -

1o video. .

No job too farge or too
small for Hills business

Program’s nationnl captioning |,

test. .
Upon doing 50, it was added

to.(hc US Department of

said he prefers to be called

“deaf™ rather than “hearing For Farmington Hills-based
impaired.” This is because Communication Works of the
“hearing impaired” implics neg- Deaf Inc., no job is too big or
ativity. oo small, Its clients include
ek eatog voraaton | oo, s and
of the United States ~ which private individuals.

numbers 28 million - as being
like n minority group with its
own culture, Across the nation
and metro Detroit, there are
deaf theater groups, interpreted
stage productions, deaf newslet-
ters and more,

‘Then, of course, there is the
deaflanguage itself, which is,
Deborah said, more akin to
French and Spanish than to
English.

In spoken English, people
will say, “Cute dog.” But in
Spanish, French, German and
ASLthe cquivalent phrase
would be “dog, cute,”

Apparently, people can never
be too young to learn ASL. The
Frohieps’ two children are
becoming bilingual.

Their daughter, Rachel Anja,
4, began signing when she was
7 months old. Her brother,
Luke, 5 months, will begin
learning ASL soon, to0.

Deborah said that babies try

Communication Works pro-
vides captioning for Fox News

pp caption-
ing vendor list.
Owner Gregory Frohiep, a
Sturgis native, has worked
with police departments to

broadcasts and even clo: teach them how to communi-
captioning for wedding and cate with deaf citizens, served
graduation videos, on the Flint Michigan School
In late 2003, thecompany  for the steering com~
became the first deaf-owned  mittee and is a member of the
ioni pany to pass ichigan Small Business
the Captioning Medin Associntion.

1o gesture as a means of com-
munication - so ASL comes
naturally to them.

A BODY LANGUAGE

There is far more to sign lan-
guage than hand gestures sym-
bolizing letters, words and

phrases.

To fully understand an ASL
signer, one must look closcly at
the face and the rest of the body.

“The facinl expressions add to
vocal pitch,” Deborah said.
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Even though she is fluent in
ASL, communication some-
times still breaks down between
her and Gregory. Sign language
is a second language to her,
which means sometimes, regu-

" Jar spoken English syntax or

sentence structure prevails in
her mind. This can cause mis-
understandings with her
spouse. “That's the time when
we get into fights,” she sald.
hnceghamPoenomecommnet |
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" 39000 Schoolcraft Road (just W. of Newburgh) * Livonia

]

. New Year's Eve Gala

Tuesday, December 31, 2002 ¢ 7:00 pm - 1:30 am
With Live Entertainment, in a Variety of Styles by

Higher Ground

Menu

An Elaborate Display of Hors d'ocuvres from 7:00-8:00 pm

Deluxc Premium Open Bar - Wine Se

rved with Dinner

" Vineyard Salad o Pasta « Comblnation Dinner Entrec of Filet Mign

with

dividual Torte Presented on a Sauc

otiyee HOUT
Mon P ¥

¢ Laure! Zip Sauce & Chicken Florentine or
Vegetarlan Entree (avallable upon request at time of ticket purchase]

Tickets...

¢ Palnted

per person
To make reservations cail:

DEC. 27-28-29

FRI 12-9 « SAT 10-9 » SUN 10-6

QUES,
AND VINTAGE ITEMS

: Oid & Rare Books,

Victorian Period Fumiture, Pattem
Giass, Relerence Books, Porcelain,

Toys, Movie itams, China, Pottery,
Primitives, Siiver & Much Morel




