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John Engler's polifical savvy
miérits Michiganders’ respect

p just a few days, Gov. John Engler will leave
pifice, certainly the most effective Michigan
gwwmnr in the fast half-century.

- Hc hus never been intcrested in being well
liked, and so his great accomplishments often
brought with them a dark underside of unpopu-
:P.ri:y: Drastic overhaul of the structure of school
inance, izl h

I’

in Jmn byd
and their unions. Repetitive tax
cuts, which in recessionury
times left the state budget with
a massive structural deficit. Far-
reaching — some would say cold
hearted — welfare reform,
Shaping of an activist — and
very conservative — state judici-
ary. A consistent — some would
. say mindless — devotion to anti-
nbortion politics and Right To
Life. A vast cxpansion of the
unilateral powers of the gover-
nor.
On balance, the record is
extraordinary. Michigan citizens are not likely to
see o governor like John Engler for many, many

ars.
been struck by his physieal pres-

1 have alwva
ence, Hardly handsome, Engler is a large, fleshy
man with short Jegs and a sharply receding hair-
line. His posturve when sitting — tilted on the
edge of the chair, his left leg thrust diagonally for-
ward — leaves no doubt of his direct, aggressive

His eycs are quick and st
his hand movements decisive, He is not a particu-
larly effective public speaket, but in private he
spenks rapidly, carries hard conviction and, if
crossed, a certuin menace. And for a man with no
particular claims as an intellectual, his grasp of
the minutiae of policy and the byways of polities
is amnzing.

His eapacity to scc an opening, to strike sud-
denly, ond to {;c ruthless in the exercise of power
is unparaileled in my experience. He keeps
reminding me of William Blake's famous line,
“how stealthy the crouch, how silent the leap.”

The casc of John Kelly is instructive, A lawyer
and former Democratic state senator, Kelly is
widely regarded as very bright, but also the loos-
est of cannons and the quickest of lips. He also
was a thom in Engler's side bath in and out of the
senate.

Elected to the Board of Governors of Wayne
State Universily n couple of years ago, Kelly also
represented the Detroit Medical Center, which
does a Jot of business with WSU, Earlier this
month, Engler uncarthed a neglected passage in
the state itution that emg dag
to remove a public official from his job on
graunds of conflict of intcrest. He called for
Kelly's resignation and scheduled a hearing on his

nilict,
Last week, Kelly resigned, a victim of the ruth-

His capacity to see an opening, to strike
suddenty, and to be ruthiess in the exercise of
power is unparalieled in my experience, He keeps
reminding me of Wiliam Blake's famous line,
“how stealthy the crouch, how sient the leap.

—

Icss,‘ capable use of political power. And then,
unupx«:m?_ly. Engler np{folnlcd Eugene Driker, a
ot an A iy
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and respected Inwyer, to take Kelly's place. On
balance, the appointment strengthened Wayne's
board. What a testament to the ambivalent out-
comes of the shrewd!

1n recent weeks, 1've had the privilege of deal-
ing with John Engler and to sec at close range the
sweep of his capability, I'm the chair-elect of the
Michigan chapter of the Nature Conservancy, and
when 890,000 acres of precious forestland in the
Upper Peninsula came on the market several
months ago, it was obviously n once-in-a-lifetime
conservation opportunity. But the deal was vast;
;he rumored price was in the range of $150 mil-

ion.

‘We contacted Gov. Engler and his able chicf of
staff, Sharon Rothwelt, to ask for help. They
jumped into action without a pause. Engler
announced his support for the deal and urged an

3 : Nlaboration to

T P! T
raise the money. He got the Natural Resources
Trust Fund to pledge $10 million to support our
bid. He wrote President Bush, asking favorable

.consideration for funding from the federal Forest
Legaey program, He made phone calls to the
property owners, a trust in Hawail,

And he invited the heads of the biggest founda-
tions in Michigan to lunch in the governor’s office
to pitch the deal and plead for their support. I
never will forget the sight of the Governor of
Michigan padding around his big conference
room, personally serving coffec and pie to his
gucsts, while arguing that the land was simply too
important to the future of Michigan tolet it go to
hard timbering and piecemeal development, And
the foundations came through quickly, big time.

1t’s too early to say whether we'll succeed. But
we couldn’t have got where we are now without
the passionate, sudden, capable, detailed involve-
ment of John Engler. In my book, at least, he
leaves office maybe not with my full agreement
but without doubt my full respect.

Phil Power is the chalrman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased fo get your reac-
tions fo this columin elther at (734) 9532047 or at
ppower@homecomm.net.
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Taj Mahal on outside,
Sam’s will still be Sam’s

Paul
| Pace

The homogenization of retail in the U.S.
was inevitable; mom and pop stores
never had a chance to compete with
bulk retailers of Wal-Mart, Kmart and
Target and the chain drug stores all .
competing for your dollar on toitet
paper. It was an inevitable part of free .
commerce, but it's kind of sad, too. .
Just once, wouldn't we all like to go to *

a store and be surprised when we walk .
s0 many parking spaces since he said most of

|Eh‘clm never seem to be more than one-third inside? :
full, 3
Manager Steve Brock wanted windows near .
the front entrance, but that's likely not going

to happen.

1n other words, let's make this Sam’s Club
look like it's something it's not.

No doubt about it, this Sam’s Club will
probably be the Taj Mahal of bulk member-
ship retail in the country.

‘That's not a bad thing.

But when you go inside, it's still going to
be a warchouse with product on shipping
carts,

So I guess what the city has done is puta.
heavy dose of lipstick on a cancrete box.

We all know there's little ambiance inside
a Sam's Club or a Costco membership mar-
Kket. Their appeal to the consumer is bulk
savings.

Got a family of 127 You're in business at
these places. A tub of peanut butter sells for
only $7.99.

1t's just a little disconcerting to think the

armington Hills will soon be having a
Sam's Club built in Phase 1B of the "gold-
en triangle” project or the North Orchard

Place, located between Orchard Lake and

Northwestern Highway,

1t will neighbor with a handsome looking
Home Depat set to open in January.

The Hills City Council has a say in the pro-
jeet's design since the land is zoned undera
planned unit development.

Council members put the architects for the
next phase through the wringer, coming up
with a design that meets their vision of a neo-
classical shopping district with lots of pretty
landscaping.

Council’s Vicki Barnctt didn’t want to see
carts scattered all about the parking lot and
rr;ul]';: appealing cart corrals for this Sam’s
Club,

Council's Jerry Ellis wanted more windows
in the fauxsecond floor roof. He didn’t want

mistic name!

Otherwise, everything clse is pretty
close to the same. Same stores, same lay-
outs.

Has it come to this? Even when you're away
from home nowadays you're really never

away.

‘We all know where to find the teothpaste in
a Target. Plunk me down in a Utah Target, I
won't even have to ask.

The homogenization of retail in the US.
was inevitable; mom and pop stores never
had a chance to competc with bulk retailers
of Wal-Mart, Kmart and Thrget and the chain
drug stores all competing for your dollar on
toilet paper.

It was an inevitable part of free com-
metce, but it's kind of sad, too, Just
once, wouldn’t we all like togo to a
store and be surprised when we walk

outside of these stores will be more appealing  inside?
than the inside. Imagine the adventure of not knowing &
Box stores have the same Inyout no matter  thing about a store.

1 can dream, can’t 1?

But for now, 1 can say I work in a city witha
soon-to-be prettiest-looking Sam’s Club in the
country.

what state you're visiting,

T've been to northern Virginia recently
and the only difference in the chain store
landscape there compared to here are the
food markets. We've got Farmer Jack;
they've got Food Lion and used to have
the one 1 really got a kick out of: Super
Fresh. Now that's what I call an opti-

Pavl R. Pace Is a staff writer for the Farmington
Observer. He can be reached at (248) 477-5450 or by e~
mail at ppace@oehomecomm.net,
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