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® Unexpected
eviction

An ordinaty assignment
clearing out a few trees
from 2 local historic home.
site turned into an interest-
{ng exerclse In eviction for
alocal tree service.

Katen and John ¥oodson,
who own K&J Tree Service,
were hired to remove a
number of dead pine and
maple trees from property
argund The Historle
Longacre House, sald
qgrounds commiltee chait-
person Suzanne Slaal. The
house sils on a tive-and-3-
halt acee, nalurdl wooded
sile Just south of Herilage
Patk,

Atlisl. Sloat said, it
seemed like an ordinary
assignment.

Dut the removal crew
jumpad with surpsise when
a 30-pound raccoon scam*
pered out a very (arge, very
holtow maple tree on the
edge of the driveway.

A crew member sald the
ceitter made a beellne for
the woods 1hat border the
souih edge of the property;
it wasn'l seen again.

& Stonefly search
friends of the Rouge, 3
nonprofit group dedicaled

fo testuring the Rouge
River, s Sooking for votun-
teets to parlicipate In its
annual winter stonefly
search lo lake place
Saturday, Jan. 1,

Yolunteers wili search
Rouge lributarles for the
aquatic Insects,

The goat of he progsam
is 1racking changes in water
quality over time by using
volunteess to sample many
sites.

Stoneflies are sensitive to
pollulion, so thelr presence
{ndicates ciean water,

Last year, 1he group was
surptised to find stoneties
In several headwater
steeams of the Rouge.
0akland Counly containg
many of hese headwater
streams, which eventually
teed into the main siver,

Ho prior experience is
necessary and volunteers
vill not be #ntering the
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Considerable progress was made on lhe Holovaust Memoilal Center by late September. Rabbi Chatles
Rosenawelg walks the construction site on a gray afternoon.
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Officials were left with vacancies
to fill; elections heated up fall

This concludes our annual year In review,
recapping the 1op stories for the second
half of 2002. The first Installment was pub-
lished in our Dec. 28 issve.

Sy

Former Hills dentist Donald
Quinn closed vut the criminal case
against him by pleading guilty to
five felony charges, seven fewer
than vriginally filed. Quinn would
serve no more than o year in Jail
under the agreement.

‘Iwu area Harmony House stores
closcd, ps the I d to

“Friends of the Civic Theatre," who
would hielp bring added program-
ming to the city-owned movie
house.

AUGUST

As the Downtown Development
Authority began interviews to
repince retiring director Judy
Downey, o Jocal businesswornan's
Freedom of Information Act
request for the candidates’ names
was denied. City and DDA officials
told Becky Burns that revealing

ion would be an unwar-

prey;
cease operutions because of flag-
glng profits and lncreased compe-
tition.

The Farmington Area Founders
Festival drew 150,000 visitors to
downtown Farmlington July 18-20.
New events included n showing of
“The Wizard of 02" at the
Farmington Civic Theatre, com-
plete with a Dorothy ksok-alike
contest, and & croquet mateh that
pitted city councils from
farmington and-Farmington iills
against each other.

Volunteers nt the Governor
Warner Mansion restored an old
printing press that had been rost-
ing ire n barn on the property. They
used 1t for demonstrations during
the Foundets Festival.

Farmingtnn announced it would
seck volunteers to serve as

ranted invasion of the candidates’

privacy,

Demolition began on Cowley's
Old Village Inn, which will be
totnlly reconstructed as o two-
story Irish pub on Grand River.
Construction is expected to be
cumplete in February.,

Downtown Fanrmilngton mer-
chants banded together o form o
new association, with the idea of
cooperatively promoting down-
tawn buslness, They plan to start
staying open Inter on Friday nlghts
to draw more people Into lﬁc dis-
trict.

The historie stable house in
Iteritage Park opened after reno-
vations to became an art studio.

Roger Ratkowski, vwner of the

PLEASE SLE REVIEW, AS

School
funding

to remain

stable

BY DAN WEST
SIAT WRITER

ith going to be n tuugh 2003 fur

Onkland County's school nd

minis-

trators as they try to make ends

meet with no inerease in pul
school funding.

blic

During a pre-inauguml family
event in Southfield on Sunday,

Gav. Jennlfer Granholm
annotnced that foundation

grants — or the amonnt of money
schonl districts colleet per student

~ will nat increase for the ™
couple year”

next

“We're in n crushing budget
defivit,” Granhalm said abaut the
atate's budget crisis. "1 promise we

will not cut funding for sche
Bbut the first year of this adm

aals,
ninis-

tration will be n year of streamline

ing.

Beginnlug i January, the
Observer & Eccentric
Newspaprs will honor two
teachers monthly from
throughout our clreulation arca
for their excellence in the class-
room. We are looking for read-
ers to help in identifying these
outstanding teachers.

Nomibiations can be e-mailed
to cyoung@ ochomecomum.net,
faxed to {734) 953-2232 ot
mailed to Cathy Young at the
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36241 Schoolemft,

Fafenst

s tographied in their classroom
ieac r!l'—!‘ and receive four tickets to any
Star Theater and o dozen roses
Livonin, MI 48150, courtesy of Wesley Berry

Nominations must be recelved
by 5 p.m. of the thind Monday

of each month.

Deadlincs for 2003 are: Jan.
20, Feb. 17, March 17, April 21,
May 19, June 16, Scpt. 15, Oct.

20, Nov. 17 and Dec. 15.

Two teachers will be honored

January through June and

The teachers will be pho-

Florists and the Observer &
Ecventric Newspapers.

Nominations can come from

students, parents, school
administratars or conumund

toom activities. To nominat,

September through December.

residents who have contact or
knowledge of o teachee's classe

0&E seeks top Farmington area teachers

teacher, please send the
seacher’s name, school address
and the school’s telephone
number along with a statement
of no more than 200 wonds
telling us why this teacher
deserves (o be our Outstanding
Tearher of the Month,

A panel of editors will make
cach selection. The winning
tenchers will be featured in all
editions in the last week of each
wmonth. Please help us in honor-
ing the many dedicated teach-
ers who do outstanding work,
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Eric Wignann plays Captuce the Flzg during Monday's sesslon of

'Y gives kids alternative

during the holidays

BY PAUL R, PACL
SIAIT WRIT(R

The holidays are full of busy
times for families, but what do par-
ents do with the kids when they
have to work during the school
break?

Fortunately, there's the Holiday

YMCA on Fanmington Road.

The camp took place Dee. 1, 23,
26,27, 30 and it s nn from 9 a,
to 4 pa, program director Dana
Davis said, The camp is for chil-
dren in kindergarten through the
cighth grade.

“We split them up by age

water, Children are wefcome PLEASE STE FUNDING, AS pod Camp at the Farmington Arca PLEASE SEE YMCA, A8
when accompanied by one mp.
adult per child,
are
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Rocking horse, household things, whatever...call todey and
sell thom quickly with a classified ad—1-800-579-SELL




