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Tony Rothschild can't infagine what
went wrong.
As CBD oﬂhe Common Gmund

non-| f t Agency that helps youth nnd
fimilies in crisis, Rothschild is in n state of
disbellef his organization didn't receive a
federal grant for its A Step Forward pro-

gram,

The highly regarded transitional living
program for homeless teens haa earned the
same grant through the U.S. Health and
Human Services Department every year
since 1989. But when Rothschild recefved
the list of this year's grant recipienta from
the federal agency earlier this month,
Common Ground's name wasn't included.

I ean’t ever remember being so disap-
pointed about losing funding for a pro-
gram that has been 2o successful, I could
see if we were cited for some tpe of viola-
tions, but we are a program lhul is bﬂng
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Commog,,(}munt_l’s ‘Ste p!-’orward loses grant

TOM MOFTVEYER | STATF PROJOCRAPMI R
Common Ground CEO Tony Rothschltd Is dismayed
with the federal government's recent decislon not
to fund the Blopmfield Township organization’s A
Step Forward program.

that has the highest incidences of hame-
lessness in the whole country,” }m smd

long-term established programs around
the nation that have also lost the grant. He
believes the main reason is the Bush
administration’s focus on faith-based char-
itable programs, as well as programs
designed for young women who are either
pregnant or already parenting.

An officinl with the Health and Human
Services regional office in Chicago said she
conldn't comment an the insue,

A Step Farward Is just one of more than
adozen programa affered by Common
Ciround, but It is one of the most impor-
tant according to Rothschild,
Approximately 20 teena a year enroll in the
program, with most comlng from Gakland
County.

Those that are accepted live in a Royal
Qak shelter, where they receive couhseling
and tearn how te become responsible
adults, The shelter is currently full to
capacity, whnch i3 not uncommon accord-

Despite his di
has not taken the news lnymg down. He
(mmedmlrly conumcd US Rep. Joe

modeled by others
said.

Because the $200,000 grant makes up
more than 50 percent of A Step Forward’s
budget, Rothschild said the future of the
program, which is open to individuals
between the ages of 16 and 20, is in doubt.

Losing the program would be abig loss
for the area’s h 1 accord-

ang
Sen. Carl lxvm to find out why the pm-
gram was overlooked.

Both lawmakers contacted officials with
Health and Human Services, forcing the
department to go back and re-examine the
seoring system used to select recipients, As
a resuit oflhc intervention, the agency

Rothschild last week, infc

ing to Stephen Pollack, ‘the executive direc-
tor of the Michigan N’ctwmk for Youth and
Families, which works with some 35 home-
Jess agencics in the state.

He said A Step Forward is the only pro-

- gram in the entire Metro Detroit area open
to both boys and girls. A program ealled
Alternative for Girls, based in Highland
Park, is the only other similar program in
the area, but it i only open to girls,

“Common Ground has an extraardinary
program. By losing Common Ground we
are losing the only shelter in the whole
Metro Detroit area that serves homuless
boys. And we are talking about an area

Registration opens

him A Step Forward is being re-cvaluated,
and still might get the grant.

Knollenberg spokesman Chris Close said
everyone should find out the answer in the
next week or so.

*Congressman Knollenberg does believe
in Common Ground's mission. He has
weighed in on their behalf, and expressed
his concerns to make sure nothing fell
through the eracks. But there is po guaran-
tee of success, All we ean do is wait and
see,” he said,

Rothschild and Pollock have several the-
aries why the program was locked over.
Pollock said he has heard of other

ingto R

“One of our biggest problems is turning
kids away. This is the one program that is
alwnys full” Rothschild said.

And the program’s impact can be pro-
found, if you usk some of the people who
have spent time in it.

A man named Steve, who didn’t want to
give his last name, spent two years in the
sanctuary, before moving on in July. Now
20 years old, he suid the program offered
him the stability he needed after coming
out of a drug rehabilitation center.

He now works as a counsclor at the same
center.

“When J came out of drug rehab,

1 desperately needed a safe place tol
ive, and Common Ground gave it to
me. It was a good, stable environment.
They helped us enroll in college, and
taught us about budgeting and saving
moncy. They offer any kind of help you
need,” he said.

“The Common Ground program helped
me out at the time ! most needed it.”
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WHAT'S HAPPENING '

rerroosn

Yelveteen Rabbit

The Rarquis Theatre in Northville pres-
ents Velveteen Rabbit now playing
through mid January. For times 2nd
reservation information, call (248) 34%-
8110. Geoup rates availasle.

ArtSptash 2002

farmington and Farmington Hills city
halts will be displaying an emerging
artists exhibit through Jan. 3t

Martin Luther King Jr.
Walled Lave Central High Scheot will
celebrate Or. Mariin {uther King Jr. day
beginning 2t $:30 pm. Monday Jan. 20,
at the high schoal This year's theme 1z
Celedeaie Dversity Crests Unly The
evening milinlude & potiuch d:aner
foltowed by & visit from Huel Perkuns.
Channe! 2 news anchat Tor more infoc
mation, call Alec Bender &t (248) 956

00

KID STRFF

Drawing
Kids X5 can learn to draw the basiz
elements of shades. ines, curves and
circles beginateg Thursday, Jan 19 at
the Herit2qe Park Stables Studio. -2,
410-510 pm.: 3-5, 515610 pom. Catl
(248) 413-1800.
fFraming Your Art
Xigs canfearn 10 create and frame
their awn artwork 10 .m.-noca
Salurday, Jan. 25 at the Herilage Park
Stables Studio. Cail (248) 473-1800.
Pottery for Kids
Kids ¢an learn basic clay techniques
and ceeate sculptures 430-6 p.m.
Tuesdays beginning Jan. 7 at the
Heritage Park Stables ZtuZ'o, Classes
are four weeks. Call (248} 473-1800.
Crazy about Clay
Students in grades siz-eight can Searn
dasic hand buitding techniques and
create ciay pieces beginning Saturday,
Jan. 11-25 at the Heritage Park Studio.
Call (248) 5731800
Learn to dram
Childran in grades kindergarien
through five can learn to draw the
basic elements of shapes, lines and
curves baginning Thursday., Jan. 1, at
the Heritage Park Studio. Call {(248)
4731800,

YMCA Youth Sports
The Farmington YMCA is taking regis-
tration for winier youth sports pro-
grams through Jan. 4. Catl (248) 553+
4020.

cuess

Hilt & Doko
Hifl & Date Garden Ciub will meet ot 7
prm. Thursdoy. Jan. 36, at the Vagnazzl
Visitar's Conter in Heritage Pork, Coest
speaker Jane Suhal will discuss How
to Bloom Anything [ropical

Embroiderers
Farmington Hils Embroiderers Guild
witl meet 3t 9 30 Wednesday, Jan. 8. 3t
Faith Covenant Church in Tarmington
Hdls. The topic will be What does
“Regular Stilching Supphes™ mesn?
Ouestions? Call Micrietle Sayre, (248)

Lxehange Chud
The Exchange Club will meet at noon
Wednesday, Jan. B, at tra Beass Pointe
Restaurant in farmington Ki's foe 2
Goodleliows appeeciation lunch.

CLASSES

Soup Jars
Inrecogadion of Kational Soup Month
Farmungton Putiic Schoots will otfer 3
fun class catled Tetas in 3 Jar on
Wednesday, Jan 22. Learn how to
make the chilli soup that won the
world champioaship five limes, Bring
one gquart jar, knile, 2nd cutling doard.
$15 supply fee. For more informaticn
cafl (243) 4693333

Acoustic/Exctric Galtar
Acoustic and electric quitar for begin-
nets ang intermediates beging Jan. 25
at the Costick Center in Farmington
Kills, Call (248) 473-1800.

Misdie Exstern Dance
Laarn "Belly Basics™ and discover the
beauty of the world's most ancient
dance 7:30-8:30 pm. Mondeys, begin-
ning Jan. 27 at the Lostick Center in
Farmington Hifls. Cal (248) £73-1800.

for Adcits

Learn basic clay techniques and create
your own pieces 7-9 p.m. Tuesdays,
beginning Jan. 7 at the Heritage Park
Stavies Studio. Classes are four weeks.
Call (248) 4731800

for CES winter classes

do-not-call registry

You can choose from more
than 300 Continuing
Education Services classes,
intluding 45 new ones, offered
dunn the winter term at

oolcraft Coll

st elasses challenge your

production, screenwriting,
advanced Web page creation,
the writings of C.S. Lewis
and of Nobel Prize winners,
aging youthfully, CPR for
family and friends, Filates for
begi or fast-track

mind and body, enhance your
business or professional skills,
nurture a new hobly, help you
understand your toddler, and
introduce you to somne really
preat recipes.

CES winter classes begin Feb.

3 and make great holiday gifts.
Students 60 years or older can
take classes at reduced rates.
The complete CES winter
schedule is nvnnlxh]e on the
Web at www.achoolcmﬁ.edu

fundraising,

The popular cullnary arts
clnsses include several new
offerings such as Saute Like a
Pro; Egg-citing Eggfare; Great
Cuisine for the Great Event;
and The Heart of Great Lakes
Wines.

In other new clesses, you can
Tearn to display digital
photos online or how to speed
read. Information technology
tralning 1ncludr4 clnsses lead-

.
The Michigan State Senate

voted 34-2 recently to c'r.e'alc a
1 entin doaot .

telemarketers would have to fol-
luw The Michigan Public Service

istry, sending it to Gov. John
Engler, who is cxpected to sign
itinto law,

‘The Senate action followed
Wednesday's 97-0 House vote.

According to AARP the com-
promise legislation broke a
yearlong deadlock over the pro-
posal. Vastly di t versions

would either admin-
L“l‘r the list itself of use a vendor.
The bill would exempt chari-
tics, solicitors for politicals con-
tributions and sales people with
prior relationships with a reg-
istry member. Under an
amendment adopted
Wedncsduy. ifa federal u;icnc)
ist,

of the bill passed the House and
Senate last year, It was sent to
conference committec in mid-
December of 2001, where it had
been the subject of negotiations,
“We've lobbied legislators for
four years to make this hap-
pen,” said Mary Akey, coordi-
nator of AARP's state affairs
“We've written let-

with: class{ regls-  ingto pan

tration forms that may be ft systems ad.

mailed or faxed; and instruc- tororan A+ mnlﬁcdmmpuler

tiona for touchtone and online  technician.

registration, For registration information,
Persons who have taken a class schedules or gift certifi-

Schoolcraft class ean 4 entes, call 734-462-4448,

on the Web at hitp://webadvi-  Schoolcraft College is located at

sor.schooleraft.ce.mi.us, 18600 Haggerty Road between
Among the new offerings Six and Seven Mile Roads, just

are claszes on video and music
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tees to the editors of every
newspaper in the state, talke to
reporters and issued surveys
showing that 88 percent of vot-
ers want this 1o happen. Well, it
finnlly did.” Under the bill, a
state do-not-call list would be
cstablished, as well as a
required code of ethics that

s

the M;chlgnn Tis would operate
as the federal list. AARP will
monitor the federal propasal to
make sure that its provisions do
not weaken state law, said
Harvey Hollins, government
affairs representative.

1f the MPSC actually estal-
jshed the list, then a fund
would be created in the
Michigan Department of
‘Treasury and the list would be
pubtished quarterly. The PSC
would charge telemarketing
companies for access to the [ist,
or could charge telephone sub-
scribers up to $5 over three
years for having their number
placed on the registry.
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AUCTION, featuring the Ruth R. and Louis G. Redstone
collection of pre-Columbian art, Afican art, Amlash and
Iranian ceramics and m pattery, many by Cranbrook artists:

nmerous estates and  privato
Joseph

o{hev-‘ graph!:g by David
xander Calder

bronzes by
Archipenko, Jacques Lipschitz, Marshall Frodoricks and
more; sculpture, including an alabaster figural group by
Roberto Estopinan; porcelain and potlery, inckxding a vase
byanzB-scnd"KngvlthoRomemor and a

urn by Kataro Shirayamadan; clocks; Onentalia;
coliectables; Oriental and other rugs: a farge art book
cefiection;  ethnographic  matetial, including a  Native
Amenican  beaded bandolier bag: decorative  flems;
glassware, including Steuben; sitver & siver plated wares,
including Georg Jensen, Reed and Barton, Gorhamn, Tiffany,
a Georgian stedng tankard by Isaac Cookson and more;
turnitute, including a George !ll mahogany secretary/
bookcase, jewelry and so much more.

AUCTION
Viconesday, Jarary 150

PREVIEW
Fretay. January 10t - Noon 108pm
Monday bnury 130 -Noon vBpm
Tomsctay, nzovy 187> 10am 05 pm

6pm

Ty, sarvory 16h-6pm
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INustratod cataloguss: $20, $25 pestpaid, $30 forelgn

420 Entorprise Court,
Bloomfieid Hiils, Mi 43302
(248) 3321500 Fax(248) 332-6370
Internet: www.boosgallery.com
Now consigrrnents Ky future sales
Froe muxcton estimates Monday mxm Satrday by appoetnent
onal ommwwnm)sm pUPOSes.
house s
Now AcCOPRtng MOst mar credt cards

The Gallery is currently purchasing estates and collections
Private treatics may be arranged
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