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Hard work by police
eases area's fears

We all recognize the hard work and determination dis-
played by Livonia palice department employees in bring-
ing some healing to a deep wound in the community
caused by the mass killing of & family.

The vaeations and leave time of detectives, officers and
office staff were canceled after the diseovery of five mem-
bers of the Marco Pesce family Saturday, Dec. 21. Police
officers planning to spend time with their families on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day suddenly found them-
selves in patrol cars on surveillance, or tracking down
telephone tips that came flooding into the palice station.

Officers worked around the clock and quickly arrested
two people early in the week, bringing a quick end to the
agony Livonia and other western suburban residents felt
after hearing news of the shayings,

It was a nigh A father, n well-k busi
his three small children and his mother visiting from Italy
for the holidays, slain in their home four days before
Christmas, that holy Christian holiday that celebrates
peace, love, forgiving and generosity.

But those thoughts weren't in the minds of the persons
who broke into the house, walked past the Christmas tree
and presents waiting for the three Pesce children and
killed the family. Greed was in their minds, They were
thinking about loat, not the spirit of giving.

All were shot with handguns, and put up no resistance,
even the children. And it was the thoughts of thosc chil-
dren that helped Livonia police officers work past the
bounds of physical exhaustion.

Pictures of the children were everywhere in the Livonia
police station, Chief Peter Kunst told the media this past
week, “They were on desks and in patrol cars,” he said,
The faces of the three children helped motivate officers to
keep going. Officers would sometimes sleep briefly in
thc‘;r cars, stare at the photos and get back to work, he
said.

Monctary contributions from the public to a reward
fund should also be recognized, The reward was a factor
in the arrests, police said. The money came from many
sources, much of it from just plain folks who wanted to
stay anonymaus.

When there's such a erime as this just before the holi-
days, it makes us wonder if the spirit of Christmas is stilt
alive. But when we look at the actions of the Livonia
police and the people who donated to the reward fund,
we know it's still alive,

New governor should
keep an open mind

As we begin a new year, the prospects are looking a lit-
tle bleak. As former President Bill Clinton constantly
reminded himself, it's the ccanomy, stupid.

Unemployment is staying stubbornly over 5 pereent.
The stock market continues to be shaky. Business trends
aren't completely dismal but they aren't robust, either.
Some area corporations are struggling to survive, notably
Kmart, which scems to be stuck in another retailing cra.

I'.nr:al. state and federn! budgets are at the breaking
point.

it is hard to imagine why anyone would want to be the
governor of a state, because so many of them nre facing
desperate budget problems beeause of reduced tax revenue.

For Jennifer Granholm, the prospect for the 2004
budgct year, which begins in October, is a §1.8 billion
deficit. During her ecampaign and in recent remarks, the
new governor has said she doesn't favor slowing sched-
uled tax cuts or implementing any tax increases,

The alternative is cuts in programs, Where would those
cuts be made - in health care (Medicaid is already in dire
financial straits); in cducation where K-12 progrmns and
higher education arc already fecling the pinch and colleges
are passing the cost along in tuition increases that pennlize
the middle clnss; in welfare where the poor have already
been cut to the bone by Gov. John Engler; in community
revenue sharing grants when communities are already
stressed to provide for police, fire and other servi

We don’t have any casy unswers for area businesses or
for the new governor. But we believe that no reasanable
alternative, including tax increases, should be rled out,
There is a lot of waste in government, hut most people
benefit from government programs and they should not
be penalized to avaid taxing those who enn atford to pay.

The Issue isn't about inereasing or et increasing taxe
about how o implement o reasonable tax policy that provides
for needed programs while not stafling an ceonomie recene

We encourage the new governor and Tegislature o liave
courage and work on a solution.
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Murder suspects John Walfeabarger and Dennls Lincoln are arraigned via video before 16th District Court Judge Robert Brzezinskl,
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Mayfair clarifies

Mayfair Co-op Preschool parents and
teachers were thrilled to see coverage of
our Enrichment program's snowman
workshop in the Dec. 15 issue of the
Farmingtan Observer.

As n proud member of the Farmington
Hills community, we applaud the
Observer's angoing efforts to inform the
residents about all the city has to offer.

With that in mind, I'd like to clarify a
couple of paints from the story. First,
Mayfair's total enrollment is 75 children,
12 of whom arc in Enrichment program
that was featured. The remaining 63 are
spread across three other programs:
‘Threcs, Fours and Mom & Tot.

Second, Mayfair has four certified
teachers on staff, with two leading cach
class, Because we are & co-operative pre-
school, parents enjoy working side by
side teachers to guide our children
through their first year of school.

‘Thank you for the opportunity to
make these details elear.

Kathy Marvin
Mayfalr Co-op Preschool
Farmlngton Hllls

Lott not racist

‘Irent Lott is not racist; he is a politi-
ciun that tries to pleasc audiences and
svoid controversy.

He was Senate Majority Leader earller
and voluntarily "shared” power with lib-
eral Democrats to “get along”. Lott is crit-
jcized for trying to butter up n centenari-
an who was a Dixicerat 54 years ago.

Boh Dole never adjusted to using
power as Majority Leader either; he com-
promised legislation mther than fight.

Newt Gingrich passed “Contract
with Amerien” bills in the House of
Representatives that stalled in Dole's
Senate., ‘The media assnulted Gingrich
around the clock, even as his pro-
grams hrought prosperity to the
nation.

Clinton clairsed many as his own, Dole
ran for presldent and Gingrich is general-
Iy pereeived as “dishonest.”

Bl Frist is one of many elected
beenuse of Gingrich's success in ‘94,
Hopefully, a "leader” will now have the
title and “followers” will do whet their
personalitivs permit.

How lung before the medin assaulls
hegin?

Hank Borgman
Farminglon

Supports outdoor class

¥ am writing to express my enthusiasm,
tement and support for the
ture Ontdoor Leadership class at

Buing a gradunte of FI1S (class of 99),
1 had minimal interaction with the out-
door adventure arca. That is, until 1
began my studivs at Miami University
and was teined, educsted and now lead
adventure trips for their Ontdoor Pursnit
Cen

L.
ning Ieadership skills in connection
with autdoar activities, gives the students
something in which to have a sense of
accomplishment, In addition, the skills
tearned suppart life lessons and encour-
ape ereative thinking,

Being in the hackeountry, or on a kayak

LETTERS

adventure trip, and having to constantly
be thinking about the always-changi
situation, not only for you, but others in
the group, is something that eannot be
taught in a traditional classroom setting.

Having hands on experience and taking
part in the activity will help the students
who take the elass, in ways that they, or
their parents, will not fully understand
until later in life.

as the one we sported, and fighting the
same enemy, for the same Country, as
we were.

Some time later [ thought about the
“teaching” I might have accom-
plished. Not so strange, I came home
from battie and taught in high schools
and colleges for 46 years after the
War. There wasn't really any cause
and effect, but my teaching was a

Having an of the outd is

happy cir after the War. It

crucial in our world today, with pollution
and over use of certain areas in our deli-
cate eco-system, these students will be
provided quality learning experiences,
empowering them to be more mindful
and respectful of our earthly home and
life itself.

1 challenge FHS, and the other
schoals in the district, to continue the
Adventure Outdoor Leadership class,
especially for the juniors and senlors
who should have met most of the tradi-
tional education requirements com-
pleted by that level, and to provide the
students with as many opportunitics
possible to strengthen these leadership,
outdoor and life skills.

Katle Maus

IS Class of 1399 and

Assistant Adventure Trip Leader
Hiami University. Ohio

Viar story

Students in some af the suburban
Detroit high schoaols are Interviewing
‘Warld War Il veterans, producing videos
for the archives. Adults in the area sug-
gested the project, put it into operation,
and the students arc now entrusted ta do
the Interviewing.

Of concern is the fact that about
1,000 World War II veterans die each
dny, that the Interviewing should be
done now if the destred record is to be
accomplished,

1, too, have stories of the War. T wrate
one story same months ngo and related
an experienee that 1 thought poignant
and important. it wasn't published by any
rn er, although many editors have pub-

[shed my letters over the years, May Ltell
the story ngain,

After the warring with the Japanese
was over for us servicemen on Leyte
1sland in the Philippines, we worked
shorter hours at the radio statlon.
Someone made contact with the Trucking
Company nearby, and swe arrnged o
basebnall game after working hours ench
day for several weeks.

‘The truckers were Black; our commu-
nications outfit was White. Legally, bath
nt home and in the Service, we were seg-
regated. But we didn't give We official
dictum much thought, We wanted ta play
basehall and so we did.

After the game cach day, the truck-
ers went up the rond to their base,
Some of us chewed the fat later in the
evening nfter each game. The question
was poscd by some in our outiit about
playing and fraternizing with Back
soldiers,

1 did pose several questions to my
buddiea. 1 asked if anyone knew any
Black in Service whe had whined and
cricd about serving in the War, Lasked
if nnyone among us had heard a Black
complain that fellow Blacks were serv-
ing in much larger numbers than their
White counterparts. No one opined. 1
suggested that the Blacks were
Americans, wearing the same uniform

was of importance to me that my
thoughts during the War entertained
the idea that our society would expe-
rience considerable integration after
the war's end, that the Armed
Services would be integrated.

Such was one circumstance and an
important story I remember, and it seems
tociny that the changes made at home
after the War could have been predicted
and expected. The character of the man is
most important, even more meaningful
than Martin King managed to express
and believe.

Noll Goodbred
Livonia

Media blackout?

In the recent November election, 1
chose to become an independent write-in
eandidate for Onkiand County
Commissioner.

1 sent 18 press relenses to the area
newspapers, radio and TV stations. Not
one of these releases produ:
response, 1 was not called or questioned
by any of them, Nothing appeared ln the
medin,

1 was an edltor of my home achool
newspaper having taken journaliam
clnsses I high school. We were taught
that the medin has a responsibility to
repart the news. The responsihility
extends to reporting the news objec-
tively and that includes the important
issuc of presenting all candidates in an
clection,

1 do not see this done in our county any
longer and [ am once more reminded at
the ease with which we lose our freedom
of information and therefore freedom of

choice.
Elsine Cooper
Farmington Hills

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your lelters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words of fess. We may edit for clarity, space and
confent.
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QUOTABLE

“It hias been a fantastic year. We're sitting here in December excited about coming back in January.”
- Farmington/Farmington Hllls Chamber President Carlelgh Flaharty




