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Stewart Francke rocks with the Whee! of Life

BY KEZLY KALESKI
STAIT WRItER

. Stewart Prancke is resuming
his life, doing whnt he likes best
~ making music,

' Wheel of Life is Francke's
eighth CD in cight years.

“I think it's some of my best
work,” he suid, “It kind of
approaches a lot of different
plices and pcuplc It rocks

1!

“1 l}\"mt tllc feeling of squeer-
ing my life tightly” goes the title
track. “The cost of healing

comes upon me nightly. I've
tossed the wheel thraugh wind
and rain ... It's frightening, but
| found faith on tae wheel of
tife”

. Helsasurvivor, ready to move
on.

“You can't be in a constant
state of survival” Francke said.
After heing dizgnosed with
leukentia in June 1998, he
established the Stewart
Francke Leukemia Foundation
and had a successful stem-cef!
transptant in October 1998, The
foundation raised awareness of
leukemin and helped people live
ing with the discase and those
seeking bone marrow matches.

Disbanded this year, the
foundation hns raised almost
$150,000 and given nearly
$100,000 to the Karmanos
Cancer Institute, Children’s
Leukemia Foundation and
Gildas Club,h

"It's not what happens to you,
it's how you hnndlcpil:clhnl Y
defines you,” Francke said. "I've
gone through this, but [ want to

get back into the pendulum of
life. The musical motif of this
CD is there's a lot of good/evil,
dark/light. 1 want people to
know — here's what I've been
thinking about — I'm just a reg-

an examined life, an
artistic fife, He's a singer/song-
writer who “works hard to be an
accomplished musician,” and
plays guitar, bass and piann.

"Part of surviving is maintain-
ing rhythm, even if it's an illu-
slon,” he said. “These are ongo-
ing conversations between
myself and the andience, I want
to do shorter records meore fre-
quently. Herc's what [ have to
say, cheek this out, what do you
think?”

Francke wants to be enter-
taining, play music that moves,

rocks, makes you think. He
nspires to rench a large audi-
ence, works to get his recoids
out and is talking 1o a distribu-
tor in London that's urging him
to bring the band over.

He reada a lot. Rnymond
Carver, Rick Bnss, Jim
Harrison and John Updike are
among his favorite nuthory.,

I love keeplng my ear to the
ground, listening to converaa-
tians. 1 listen to masic all day —
the Reach Boys, Marvin Gaye,
Joni Mitchell”

The music business isa
difficult business, it's hard to get
radio on your side, but Francke
is optimistic and hopeful.

“It's a pretty good job making
music,” he said, “I'll follow that
Bethlehem star and get better
at what I do”

—

Avon Players
Auditions for Hme Hamlel 6 pm.
Sunday, Jan. 12, 630 pm. Wednesday.
Jan. 15, at the theater, 185 Washington
f03d, one mile east of the intersection
of Tienken and Rochester roads,
Rochester Hills. Show dates are fet. 28
1o March 15. Calt 248) 608-90TT or visit
the Web site 3t www avonplayers.org.

Debotah’s Stage Door
Auditions for senfor show chair (ages 13
and otden), junlor acting conservatory
(aqes T41). advanced acting conservato-
1y (ages 12 and older), children, junior

* and senior batlet companies. and com-
petition dance lines (ages 5 and older),

{ atthe studio in Rochester Hills. (248)

" asems

Farmlington Communtty Chorus

v Chorus will hold new-member auditions.
for its spring sassion, beginning at 730
pm Tuesdays. Jan 7 and 4, at the

' Williem Costizk Activities Center on 1)
Nite east of Middiebe!t, Farmirgiion Hills.

< heeepling members aqe 19 and older,

+ Call (248) 4T1-45%.

frankln
Adut muskeians from southeastern

1 Michigan may jain the Franklin Viflage
Band. Allinstruments weicome, but
there ts & speciat need for Mutes and
darinets. The band retearses Monday
evenings i the Franklin Community
Church socisl hat on Frankin Road. Can

AUDITIONS/OPPORTUNITIES

Bill Prisk, (248) 474-8869, or Bob
Zimmerman, (313) S35-419,

Uvonla Civic Chorus
Looking for peepla who love 10 sing and
dance for spring concert featuring the
music of Andrew Lioyd Webber, basses,
terors, altos 1o taks part in sofos,
ensembies, dance rumbers, and he
qgeneral chorus, auditions are 730 pm.
Tuesday, Jan. 14, in the chorat room al
Frost Middia Schoot, 14041 Stark. Call
M4 42:25%9.

Lhvonla Youth Choir
Auditions for girls and boys (ages 913 in
qrades four-eight) residing in Livonia
and surrounding communities 6:30-8
pm. Wednesday, Jan. B, boys must have
nnchianged voices, no appointment nec:

essary, rehearsals begin Mondary, Jan. 13.

Due to amajor change in the structure
of Lhe choir, rehearsat groups wili be
divided along age kines. It will stili be
one choir that wilf present concerls.
togeiher but rehaarse separately. For
moce information of if you can't make
the scheduled audition time. call (734)
4251149,

Kovl Clvie Center
Auditions for Annie, 4307 pm. Tuesday,
Feb. 4, and Thursday, Feb. 6. Check-in
starts at 4 p.m. Actors, ages 7 through
coflege age, may audition at 4575 W, 10
Mile. Audition packels availadle Tuesgay,
Jan.7, at the Novi Parks and Recreation

desk. (248) 347-0400

Gakiand County Office of Arts, Culture

&Fim
Seeking propesals from Michigan artists
for fine arts exhibition in the Oakland
County Gatleria, second floor of the
executive building. 1200 N, Telegraph.
Pontiac, (248) 8580415,

Plymouth Oratorio Soclety
Rehearsals begin 7.15 p.m. Monday, Jan.
6, selected works 2re Brahms Requient
and Rulter’s 0 Fraise the Lord no dudi-
tions required, scores may be purchased
at first rehearsal, at Grace Lutheran
Church, 46001 Warsen, west of Canton
Center Road, Canlon. for performance
Sunday, May 19, at First United Mathodist
Church in Plymouth. {734) 455-835)

Plymoxth Symphorrs
Deadline for Treasures Bayond Measure
Youth Artist Compelition is Jan 24.
Apphicalions available through the
Piymouth Symphony. Call (734) 451212
{or divisions &nd any additional informa-
‘o Vieb site is veww plymoudhsympho-

AY.0F

Southfleld Presbyterian Church
The directors of Peeking a1 the Blves (A
Tribute to Bessie Smith) and Dance
Theater of Michigan ing for

auditien appointments and directions.

The Community House
Auditions for The Jungls Book -3 pm.
Fridsy, Jan.10,and 10 am.to 2 pm.
Saturday. Jan. 11, & one-minute mono-
logue (not necessatily memorized) and
afew bars of 3 favorite song with music
will be required, at 380 S. Bates.
Birmingham. Call (248) 644-5832 for an
audilion time o more informatien.
Rehearsals begin 10 am. to1pm.
Saturday, Jan. 18, at First Baptist Church
in Birmingham. There will be 3 $135 fee
{or aclors wha are selected.

Vitlage Players
Auditions for € rano De Bergerac 130
p.m. Sunday-Monday, Jan. 26-27, at the.
playhouse. 34660 Woddward,
Birmingham. For performances Margh
W23, (248) 6451974

Tha Yocal Arts Ensemble of Michigan
A working a c2opella Renaissance group
inils Nth year is holding auditions for
atto, tenor and dass voices. The reper-
toire is bath sacred and secular and
inleractive with audiences. Call Cindy
Keleman at (734) 9415555 for audition
dates.

Use filters to make the
ordinary extraordinary

Thrrr arce countless types of’

Glters on the market, many

of which are outragenus
anid needierss, But certain fil-
tery, uned properly, can be
important
additions to
your photo
ACCessories,
They can turn
an ordinary

picture into
romething
. quite special,
Today, I'm
Focus on going to dis-
otogra, cuss the five
Ph phy essential fil-
ters for color
Monte film, the ones.
Nagler I feel you can
R | put to good

use to help get
rave reviews for your phato-
graphs. In my nest column, I'll
talk about the important black
and white filters.

Polarizers ~ This is the most
essential filter of al). The polar-
izer will reduce reflections, cut
through haze, and most impor-
tant, decpen colors, especially
the bluc in the sky.

Shooting at a right angle
from the sun, a polarizer will
dramatically darken the sky for
an impact-filled photo. Thivk
of a polarizer as putting a pair
of sunglasses on your camera.

Skylight -~ While n skylight
filter will slightly warm up col-
ors, its main function is to pro-
tect your lens.

‘Think of it as an inexpensive
“insurance paticy” for your
expensive fens,

Diffusion - A diffusion filter
wilt make you a hero when
photographing the women in
your life.

Harsh facial lines will be
climinated and morc glam-
oraus shots will result.

White reproduced here In black and
while, Monte Nagler effectively used
a potarizer fitter to darken the blue of
he sky and add drama to this photo-
qgraph taken at Window Rock, Arizona.

Diffusion filters arc available in
avariety of strengths from 2
very slight softening effect to
extreme diffusion.

Close-up - Most lenses ean’t
focus any closer than a couple
of feel so if you want to produce
some good, close-ups ofﬂm« o
ers, you're just out of luck. A
simple solution is a set of close-
up fiktevs, ft's like placing a
magnifying glass on your cam-
eri. Sound exciting? It is!
Close-up filters come in sets of
three allowing you to select
whatever strength works best
for you.

Colored filters - Orange, red,
magenta, any color you want is
available.

Calored filters can be used to
really spruce up a sunrise or
sunset by adding the filter color
10 the overall scene.

For best results, usc slide film
and be sure to bracket your
exposure.

There you have it. These five
filters will help to dramatically
improve your photographs.

Monte Kagler is a fine art photogra-
pher based in Farmington Hills. You
can Jeave him a message by dialing
{7341953-2047 on & touch tone phone.

dancers. singers, musicians, actors and
tomedians, 3 pm. Saturday. Jan 1,18
and 25, 21575 . 10 Mite, Southfield. cali
{248) 552-5001 of 1248) 942-3243 for

coitvurld
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WITR PRECISION SARCIING, SRUMIING AND IGHLAND D

" DETROIT OPERA HOUSE
Sunday, February 9, 2003, 3:00 p.,
Gmup Sales Info: (3&3) 2373409

" Ticketmaster or Cail: (248) 845-6666

WIR |

Red Wing game

¥ A $250 gift coin from Orin Jewelers of
Northville and Gardon City
¥ Ona-night stay at Fraset lnn of Northville

¥ Two tickets to the February 13
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In 100 words or less, tell us your romantic {or funny!) wedding
proposal and you could be one of two lucky couples to receive:

¥ Transportation, compliments of J.R. Tours, Inc. of Novi
% Adozen red roses fram Weslay Berry Florist of West Bloomfield
¥ Aromantic dinner for two at Little ltaly in Northville

¥ Candy from Kilwin's in Birmingham

AULES:

and O4

Enirios must ba tocelved by Friday. January 24, 2003
Entrants must bo 18 yonrs old

Enrtrios must be 100 words or loss

Entrios must includa nama, ago, address, phone, 8-mail
Employoes of tha Observer & Eccontric Nowspapers

a Enlariainment ara ineligible

mihg couples will be aniouricéd
newspapéhThursd_ay, Janua

@e&
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"l‘..'!‘,'.".f.

" SEND YOU
“Lessons in Love Contest”

cyoung@oe.homecomm.net

iri, your hon_‘wto,wﬁ

{ ENTRY-TO:

Cathy Young
Promotion Manager
Phono: 734-953-2155
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