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“There, they didn't encourage
it he said of drawing.

1t wusn't unti hater in his life
that a U.S. teacher discovered
his talent and invited him to
use ol paints 1o express him-
sclf.
While starting life in the US,,
Hadjimarkos gave onc of his
paintings to i doctor friend
wha hung it in biv office, Soan,
Hadjimurkos' ol paintings
paincd papularity, enowgh for
bim to host exhibitions in the
arcn and in Greeee,

He daesn't paint much these
days, but he stil) fikes to make
pictures, naw uslng computer
progei

nting for e was not a

to minke a living” said the
retired muchinist who lives in
Farmingtoa Hills with wife
Stemmna, who also enjoys being
creative by making lnrge dolls,

Hadjimarkos does what
insplres him when it comes to
making art. He keeps busy with
his and his wife's garden in the
summer {their neighbors enjoy
the harvest of vegetables) and
the dozens of bird fecders that
fill the hack yard. Not surpris-
ingly, each bird feeder is hand-
made.

Hadjimarkos painted Jand-
seapes of his homeland in
Greeee; pletures of his work
nnd hix metal sculptures fill the
house. He and Stemma have
two grown children and two
grandchildren.

He said coming to America
through a Farm Training pro-
gram, through which he
learned skilled trades, was like
discovering a new world filled
with opportunities.

“{t was a different world,” he
said, his cyes lighting up at the
memory.

Hadjimarkos said selling his
paintings wasn't as much asa
thrill as the people wanting to
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Hadjimarkos works on canvas a3 well as with three-dimensional materials.

display his work in their homes,

The steel sculptures he made
from scrap metal tubing plcked
up from work are intricatc in
detail, including an old-fash-
icnied, hersaedraum wagon with
a couple holding the reins.

A saving grace from his diffi-
cult childhood in Greece was
being invited back to the village
school he attended and show-
ing his artwork to students.

“I told them when I was your

age what happened to me when
I 'would draw,” he said. *I tell
them you're Jucky being born in
adifferent time.”

Nick and Stemma will be
going hack ta Greece this year,
s they do often. But he'll be
glad to come back home.

*In this country, ajl you've got
to have is a little imagination,’
he said, “We're the greatest
country in the world.”
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heard people talking about
what's going to happen when
the “ncw guy” is on board.

“That's just change,” Lauhofl’
said with a smile, “When that
starts to happen, you know
everybody clse is ready, too. You
i i il be fine once

you're gone.”

1t also helps to look hack st a
lang, und successful carcer.

He sarted as a public safety
officer at age 22, A decade tater
in 1944, he became the
youngest director of pubilic safe-
ty in Oakland County. 11e was

‘I always enjoyed the satisfaction of accomplishing things in

the way | thought was best.’

Frank Lauhodf
former Farmington city managet

|

rebuilding of Farmington Read
and the lining of the city's sew-
ers, which saved hundreds of
thausands in tax dollars,

e believes the new city man-
uger will have many opportuni-
ties 1o hielp wnove the city into
the future as well. Chicf among
them wil be the Main Street
grant, awarded to the
Farmington Downtown
D

named city 10 years
ago.

“§ always enjoyed the satisfac-
tion of ace lishing things in

i Authority, It pro-
vides three years of technical
assistance and will require a
ive effort that includes

the way [ thought was best,”
LanhofY said of his upwardly
mohile carcer path. “Making
decisions never bothered me.
You don't look buck to your
decisions. You make the best
one you can and you move on”
Even though Farmington is a
smaller city, that doesn’t mean
less work for city staff, With
fewer people, Lavhoff found
himself having more dircct con-
tact with residents. While he is
proud of the big accomplish-
ments - purchase and renovi-
tion of the historic Civi
Theatre, road and utility
improvement projects - he says
that's not the part of the job
that meant the most to him.
*Sometimes, you get as much
out of helping somebody with
something everyone else would
think is small,” he said. "You get
satisfaction out of the things
you do on a daily basis as much
as the big projects. There were
hundreds of things we were able
to accomplish here that all rise

the cities of Fanmington and
Farmington Hills, ns well as the
Chamber of Commerce.

Lauhoff belicves Farmington
awill be much further ahead five
years from now, primarily in the
attention to and investment in
the downtown arca. Already,
contacts with developers indi-
cate a growing interest in the
arca; the addition of a pavition
inthe D Farmi

Isabelta County Administeator
Vincent Pastue. Lauhoff was
equally reticent to talk about his
own managerial style, which he
says has really been a blend of
many he has studied over the
yoars,

“You have ta be able to ndjnst
10 the people who work for you,”
he said. “You hnve a goal in
mind, and then you have to find
away to get there, And itu
never as casy as you think it’s
going to be”

There’s also the added trick of
keeping the people involved
funneled in the same direction
as well. “A manager doesn't do
these things alone”

Lauhoft started and ended his
career with the same idea in
mind, which he Jearmed from
his father, who worked for the
phone company for 44 years.

*l came here wantingtodo o

good job.” he said. *If ] was.

Business Center parking lot and
the transformation of Cowley’s
will help drive progress.

“Allit’s guing to take is annth-
er project or two in the down-
town ares,” Lavhoi¥ said. “Other
developers will see that, and it
builds on itself”

“People don't realize the
downtown is for 95,000 people
in Farmingtan and Farmington
Hills,” he added.

‘Those 95,000 people will be
needed to keep the area vital
and growing. Government can
only make the kinds of
improvements that create an

to the same level of
LauhofY has been instrumen-
tal in a number of projects that
will see the city into the next 50
years, like the expansion and

T for opp
Lauhoff said
While willing to share memo-
rics, he bad no advice for his
replacement, who will likely be

taught hing, it was that”

He also credity former city
managers like Bob Sicfert and
Bob Deadman with teaching
him a Iot about city govern-
ment.

Over the years, Lavhoff
believes he has changed quite a
bit.

“I've become a lot more toler-
ant af how peaple perform their
duties and how they get things
done,” he said. "That's a good
thing. When you're younger,
you're in a hurry. You don't let
people learn from daing things.

“In this job, I think you have
to be tolerant if you're going to
succeed, What you trytodo asa
manager is you try to bring
cverybody up to a higher stan-
dard. I think that’s what we've
done here”

PROPOSALS
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second annunl Lessons in Love *

. Contest. Winners receive n
.roruantic evening on the town
Thursday, Feb. 13, We want to
hear about your romantic - or
funny - wedding proposal. In
100 words or less, tell us how
he (or she) popped the ques-
tion. You could be one of two
lucky couples to receive the fol-
lowing:

W Transportation, compli-
ments of LR. Tours, Inc. of
Novi.

B A dozen red roses from
Wesley Berry Florist of West
Bloomfield.

1§ A romantic dinner for two
ot Little Italy in Northville.

M Candy from Kilwin's in
Birmingham.

A A §250 gift coin from Orin
Jewelees of Northville and
Garden City.

M One-night stay at Fraser
Inn of Northville.

. B Two tickets for the Feb. 13
Red Wings game.

Sarry, you'll have to buy the
fancy duds, tip your haic stylist
and pay for the baby sitter -8
smnﬁ“;)rim for romance.

Orcin Jewelers plans to make
an album of all the entries for
future customers in need of
wedding proposal ideas, Your
words - from "Hey, babe,
wanna get hitched?” to *May 1
have thy petal-soft hand in mar-
riage?” - wiil forever be lmmor-
talized. Sigh. Now for the cone
test rutes, They're simple: You
must be at least 18 yeats ol
limit your entry to 100 words or
fess and send your Lessons in
Love entry to us by Friday, Jan.
4. Entries must include name,
age, l:uld:cn. phone and/or o=
mail

And, of «:;lne. you ?:un be
very romantic or uany ..
or batht \h‘lnnmm be
announced in your hometown
newspaper Thureday, Jan. S0.

Send entries to: *Lessons in
Love s;;nm' M.y‘!l’:mn;.
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Women's European & American

Designer Clothing Collections
Accessories & Shoes

271 West Maple
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MONDAY - SAT 10-6 THURSDAY 10-9 SUNDAY 12-5
OPEN A TENDER CHARGE TODAY




