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WHALER MAKE DEAL

The Plymouth Whalers com-
pleted another deal with the
Saginaw Spirit, getting right
wing Nick Vernelli for
Plymouth's seventh-round draft
choice this June.

“Nick brings a lot to our
team,” said Whalers' conch Mike
Vellucci. “He is a very good
penalty killer and has good
speed. He will be a great role
player for us.”

The 6-foot-1, 198-pound
Vernelli is in his third season in
the OHL. He has two goals and
three assists in 37 games this
season; in his OHL carcer, he
has 12 goals and 18 assists.

“To make room for Vernelli,
forward Gary Klapkowski was
<claimed off waivers by the
Sudbury Walves, Klapkowski,
picked up in a trade with
Kitchener last summer with
Ryan Ramsay, had two goals and
two assists this season.

HERCY SOFTBALL CAMP

The Annual Mercy High
School Softball Camp will take
place 9 a.m. to noon on
Saturdays, Jan. 18 and 25, Feb, 1
and 15 and March 1,

‘The camp is for girls in grades
5-12. The cost is $50 for six ses-
sions. For more information or
to register call Sue Giaves at
(734) 981-5455.

SPORT SHOW AT FORD FIELD

The 20th Annual Michigan
Boat, Sport and Fishing Show
will take place Jan. 29 to Feb. 2
at Ford Field in downtown
Detroit, More than 300 trailera-
ble boats from 60 manufactur-
ers will blanket the playing ficld.
‘The extra-wide concourse will
house the largest exhibition of
fishing tackle and bonting ncces-

sories of any show in Michigan.

Kevin Van Dam, 2001
BassMaster Classic Champion
and three-time B.A.S.S. Angler
of the Year, will make a special
appearance on Thursday, Jan.
29. New features include a live
river otter show, an MSU
Muscum exhibition of ancient
hunting and fishing bouts, The
“Reet Deal Fishing Tackle
Giveaway Gameshew” with
$5,000 in prizes and a special
Shipwreck Muscum display
from Whitefish Point.

YOUTH LACROSSE SIGN-UP

Farmington Hills Recreation
invites all interested seventh and
cighth graderd to join its new
Middle School Lacrosse Travel
Leaguc, which bes separate
lengues for boys and girls.

‘The emphasis is on learning
the fundamentals of the game
and promoting sportsmanship.
Practices will take place two to
four times a week starting in
March. Games will be played in
April and May.

Parents must provide teans-
portation. The fee is $100 per
player for residents and $105 for
non-residents. The fee includes
the cost of a team jerscy, balls,
field time and goals.

Tape shows officials at fault in girls tourney game

“ve digested the tape of the

final seconds of the

Southfield at Livonla
Ladywcod Class A district bas-
ketball played
back on Nov.
22, And it's
time to spit
out some hon-
est oplnions.

Ifyou
remember, the
game ended in
controvessy
after Amy
8rad Jncovetti's
Emons | rcbound bas-

ket just before
the buzzer to give the host
Blazers n 42-41 victory.

The headline in the Ohserver
read: “Ladywood ‘clocks’
Southfield on buzzer-beater.”

Ladywood coach Andrea
Gorski was gracious enough to
send me a copy of the tape,
which included the entire final
quarter of play. My account of
the game's finish drew the ire of
several readers. That's the rea-
soun | asked to see the tape. And,
for accuracy’s snke on my end,
the tape reveals some interesting
evidence. So let's set the scene
once again to refresh your mem-
ory: With the score ticd at 40-

all, hficld’s Jazmin

through
Jan. 27, Coaches are needed, too.

For more information call the
City of Farmington Hills Special
Services Division at (248) 473+
1800 or stop by the Costick
Community Center on 11 Mile
Road between Middlebelt and
Inkster.

MERCY NEEDS COACH

Mercy High School is looking
for a varsity lacrosse coach,
Anyone interested (n the posi-
tion should contact the athletie
department at {248) 476-2836.

Dorsey leads No. 10
Ocelots to win in hoops

Schooleraft College, ranked
10th in the country, got n game-
high 25 peints from Ronald
Dorsey in a 107-63 men's has-
ketbnil victory Wednesdny over
visiting Henry Ford
Commuuity College,

Schoolcraft, 15-1 overall, is 2+
0 in the Eastern Conference of
the Michigan Camrunity
Collepe Athletic Assoclution.

Dorsey, a G-foot-5 sophomure
forward from Detroit Pershing,
had plenty of offensive support
as five other Ocelats 5coru(rl n
double figures Including
Murcus Bennett (17), Torvoris
Baker (14}, Andre Scott (1),
Mareus Johnson (10) and
Wayne Memotial's Gary
Jolinson (10).

"We're starting; to play better
as a team,” Schooleraft conch
Carlos Briggs said. *With Dion
{Sherrell} out (with a broken
foot} we have to he more
aggresslve. Ron Dorsey atepp!

ed

up and really played well with
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the exception of a couple passes
he threw. And I thought Andre
(Scott) had n good first half and
ot us off to n good start.”
Byron Cole, n 6-foot-3 guard
ont of Romulus, led the Hawks
{10-5, 1-1) with 16 pelints.
Kenny Nether (Cantor) added

10,
Schooleraf led 56-30 at the

il

“Fhe Ocelots made 24-0f-33
feec throws (79 percent) come
parcd to Henry Ford's 10-0f-15
(57 percent).

“Schoatcraft has good size
and definitely they're talented,”
Henry Ford coach Abe
Mashhour sald. "They have
foud scoring [nside nnd they're
halanced. Their big men may
not he as dnminant inside than
{ast year, but they're athletic
and they killed us on offensive
rebounds.

“They played well os n team
and youl can see they're starting
to get some chemistry”

in

Williamson stepped to the frec-
throw line with 6.7 seconds left
to shoot a pair of free throws.
Willismson made the first, giv-
ing the Bluc Jays a 41-40 lead
but missed the second, A scram-
ble on the floor by players on
both teams for the rebaund
ensued — resulting in a jump
ball situation with 2.9 seconds
left. The possession arrow point-
ed Ladywood's way, giving the
Blazers possession of the balt on

a throw-in from the sideline —
free-throw line extended — and
threc-qunrters of the cottrt from
the Blazers’ basket.

Ladywood’s Ruth Sventickas,
who inbounded the hall, hurled
a pass down the sideline near
the mid-court stripe where
Southfield’s Candace Pvans,
touched the ball not only once
but twice before it hit the floor
and squirted out of bounds.

Ironleally, the clock never
moved, ratsing the ire of
Southfield coach Raphael
Peterson, who furiously tried to
get the attention —but 10 no
avail — of game officials T.J.
Licckfelt and Bill Baumgart,

The ball was then inbounded
at mid-court as Laurcn Hesano
took a pass. The senior guard
took one dribble, fired up a 21-
foot shot at the basket, which
caromed perfectly off the glass
to Jacovetti, who grabbed the
errant shot and put it back in
before the buzzer to give
Ladywood a 42-41 victory.

The clock operator, who witl
remain nameless this time
around to pratect his identity,
reportedly told Peterson'after-
wards that game officinls never
gave the hand signal to initiate
the start of the clock.

Second, officials, who politely
turned down a request from this
reporter for an interview after
the mad finish, told the
Ladywood eoaching staff after-

« wards that Sventickas’ pass

never crossed the plane and
remained out of bounds. Their
rationale was that the ball rever
got inbounds sa the clock opera-
tor never had the chance to start
the clock with 2.9 left.

After suffering the heart-
breaking setback, I reported that

an irate Peterson asked for the
names of the officials and the
clock operator afterwards,

He was quoted in my story
(Nov. 24) as saying: “It's unbe-
lievable, it's ridiculous to work
that hard and have the game
taken away. The clock operator
told me the official didn't put bis
hand up (to stast the clock on
the first inbounds pasa)”

He was also quoted Inter in
the same stary as saying: “It was
not right for thern to hold the
clock” Some readers belleve
that my story “inferred” that
Ladywood cheated to get the
victary on its home floor.ARer
reviewing this tape, I'il absolve
the clock operator, but not the
two officials, Peterson atill has a
legitimate beef as far as I'm con-
cerned. Here are some final
thoughts to ponder:

A. If the clock did not start on
the first inbounds pass by
Sventickas, then why was the
ball inbounded at mid-court? It
should have returncd to the
original spot where it was
inbounded, which meant
Ladywood wonld have had to

view), it's assumed Evans (the
Southficld defender wha deflect-
cd the batl twice before it hit the
floor) was standing out of
hounds. I believe Evans was
inbounds ximply beeause if T ean
see Evans tip the ball, and ean’t
see the sldeline, I have to
nssume she's on the playing
floor. Just my peraonal opinion.
I don't buy the theory the ball
never crossed the plane,

D. Although clock operators
are hired by the home team and
are often good-hearted volun-
teers, I belfeve its wrong to puta
parent (or relative) of a player
involved in the game in such a
precarious spot. Once again, this
clock nperator could be honest
as Abe Lincaln, but what ifhe
had not initisted the clock too
soon and the game-winning bas-
ket nullified for the seme home
team? Either way, he'sin ano-
win situation.

E. Officials should be encour-
aged by the Michigan High
Schoel Athletic Association to
Have an open-door policy with
reporters, I thought it was great
that the official who made the

score the g ing basket
— inbounding from three-quar-
ters court, not from mid-court.

B, If the ball was inbounded at
mid-court, then a small fraction
of time should have been taken
off the clock. I let my brother-in-
Taw, a high school and colleginte
official, view the tape, and he
said he would have taken .5 see-
onds off the clock, drapping the
fis] inbounds pass, which led to
the game-winning basket, from
to 2.9 secands to 2.4 scconds.

C. Because you cannot see the
near sideline because angle of
the Ladywood tape (several fans
blocked much of the sideline

il call in Ohio State-

Minmi foothall game gave his
side of the story to the
Associated Press after the BCS
nationa) championship game.

E. And finally, I'm still trying
to figure out, after reviewing the
tape, why the scoreboard read:
Ladywood 43, Visitor 42, when
the finn) score was nctually 42-
41 (and reported to the Detroit
Free Press that way). Did the
clock operator know something
1 didn't know?
Brad Emons is the sports editor for the
Livonia-Westfand Observer. He can be
reached at {734} 953-2123 or via &-mail
2t bemons@oe homecomm.net
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decide not to do anything. Best of all, Joanne Coffey miakes it such a
pleasure. With a twinkle in her eye and a broad smile, our family services
director is a hug and a half. And you thought this stuff was scary!

Before Need © At Need ¢ Funerals » Burials ® Cresnation » Gifts  Cards

CoME VisiT Us AT OUR OrEN HoOusE
Wednesday, January 22 from 1-4pm and Thursday, January 23 from 4-7pm

Et us put you at case right away. Making funeral arrangements here js like moking plans in your
own living room. Because we're not a funeral home. You can browse around, ask questions, even
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We make it easyt
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