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the back row is closer to the
stage than in the old barn.
There are no bad sight lines,
not a bad seat in the house.”
Hadley said. "And backetage we
have t5 feet of wing space. We
had zero before for cast meme
bers tn maove on and off. We
never had a second floar before,
hut with the new building we
have fly space for eaising drops,
and I-beatns designed to carry
36,000 pounds of load. The
curtain will go up, not side-
ways. [ think we ean do some
fine productions, The 50 per-
cent larger stage opens up the
number and type of shows we
can do, Romeo and Sulict are
not In our repertoire because
we dildn't have two stories for a
haleuny.”

‘The nudience need not worry

that the intimacy of the okt

space is lost. The seating capac-

ity increased from 173 10 233

while maintaining that up close
and pervonal feeling. But it did-
o't come cheap. The members

have & $500,000 mortgage,
which means they'll be con-
stantly holding fund-raisers

like the Jan. 25 gala, aithough
an agreement with Farmington
Hills will go a lang way in eas-

ing the burden. For the next

five years, the city is renting the

facility ta preseat its conzert
seties and a summer youth th
ater program.

“It's s0 exciting to have an
actual theater to do our per-
formances {n.” aid Nancy
Coumoundouros, cultural
coordinator for the cities of
Farmington Hills and

Farmington. "We wanted to sup-
port the Players becanse of how

hard they've worked in the co

munity. It's a win-win situation

to have fotnd a home for the

youth theater program we beyan
last summer. We plan to make it
more extensive thit year”

In addition to renting the
facility for functions, meetings
and concerts (the Ambassador
Quintet takes over the stage for
a March & performance for
children), businetses and indi-
viduals can help support the
ncw theater. Naming opportu-

ca nre still available. Nissan
(.nrp already has its name on
the ticket aflice,

“Our costa went ups along
the way. There are things you
dan’t know abaut, changes in
cade, ahways little surprises,
The construction lnulgrl went
up over 8100,000." Hadley
anid. *We're lhlnklui of ather
fund-raising ideas, but we'te
still delighted to accept dona-
tions. Namling the ticket office
for the Nissan Carp. significa n
gnn nership. Every show haan

udget. A smaller company
could give production sup-

hee

m-

"The 50 percent larger stage opans up the number

and type of shows we can do.’

Phil Hadley

theater project manager, Farmington Payers

|

port. Nearly 10,000 people
attend our shows every year.
We're very Nlexible. They can
call and discusn the opportu-
nlties”

Or suppart the theater with
thele presence at eventa lke the
Jan. 25 black tie optionn] gnla.
‘The evenIng includes a atrolliog
supper with nearly 10 restau-
ranty, tours of the builiting
Including backstage fram -7
p.m., aaflent auction, llve
entertatnment by planiat
Marcia Peterson and vocalist
Thomas Adams, and a presca-
tation of the Nocl Coward com-
edy Present Laughter, Ditected
by Nancy Harrower, the show
continues Jan. 91 to Feh, 22

Although not part nflhr

main seasan, a Haylaft Series
will ruise funds with two shows
— The Complete Works of
Shikespeare, AbridgedMarch
21-29 and 28-29, and Last of
the Hexd ot Lavers May 10+
June 1, and June 6-7.

“We've done car washen and
thought we might ns well da
what we do best,* Tupprer nald.

Al the membees pliched ln
along the way, Marge Wetzel
found out about the pitnna to
teur down the Gearge Burns
‘Theater in Livania and pursued
owners o donate o numlrer of
Itetns, including the plush seats
and large seale couchies fromn
the lobby and ladices room.

1t was a windfall before the
holidays” Hadley said. “The

theater closed in '92 and it was
full, We caved at least $20,000
on the seats and they're more
comfortable than what we
could afford to parchase. Right
ROW We'Te Waitipg on quotes to
pull the nigging system that
moves sets up overhead. Lean
say uncquivocally that we're the
most sophisticated community
theater in the state, but we
conldn't have done it without
our members.”

*We catled on the taleats of
members” Napper added, *Onr
current president Dave Teeues
watn kpowledgeabde abut
hubhling and consteuction. Hie
undetatauls the technienl
mapecta. Mareln lielped with the
seats wnd Fetrieving various
iteas from the George Durns,
"The gala's golog 1o be a glam-
arens night. The play's setin
the Art Deca period and we're
usIng the lobby earpeting for
the set”
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have won vacation prizes. Stary Sam
Rockwell, Diew Bateymore, Gearge
Cloonty. Julia Roderls, Chuck Barrig
{cameo), Mat Damon {cameo), Rulger
Hauer, Brad Pitt (cameo), Fred Savage,
Jerry Welnlraots (cames) (Leanard
Goldberg). Keisten Yilson. Directed by
Georqe Cloonty. {Miramax Fllmy)
Raled R. Running tme: 15 minutes

SCAEOYLED 10 OPEN
FRIDAY, JAR, 31

BIKER BOYZ
Setina world of underground molor:
cycle cfubs whose members ace
despetadoey, living every dsy on Lhe
edge. Lanyers and ¢/ty workers by
day, (hey 1axe to the slreets in thelr
fealhers to tace by night. 1autence
Fighburne stars as Ihey undelzaled
mototcycte sacer ¢alled Smoke, whose
dominance has earned him Lhe 1)z of
“KIng of Cali™, Starring Laurence
Fishburne, Detek Luke, Orlando Jones,
Lisa Done?, and Kid Rock. Reggle
Bythewood dhected this action tlim.
(Drearmworks) Raled PG-13

FINAL DESTINATION 2
Kimbeily Cotnan and her tiiends go
on aroad trip. When hee Irlends die In
ahoreiflc car accident, Kimberly, afong
wilh some of the survivers, Ity to
stop death bedare I stops them.
Stortlog Ali Laler, Tony Todd. Michael
Landes, and A.J. Cook. Davld R. Eills
direcled Lhis sutpense thm. (Hew
Line) Raled R

THE RECRULY
Colin Farcell starg as James Claytor,
who s recrnled by Wakter Burke (A
Facino) Lo Jain thz CIA and join olber
ecruils al the CIA teaining tacifily
hnow as “The [aee.” He soon discovers
Ihat Burke is 3 doubie agenl, and
Clayton mysl turn ihe tables on him
betore he fakes Lhe fall. Other
deatures players Include Bridget
Moynahan, and Gabrles Macht. Roger
Danaldson directed this thelller.
(Touthslone Pictures) This fim s not
yet rated.

SCREOULED 10 OPEN
FRIDAY, FEB. 7

MAX
11" 1918 I Munich and Max Rothman,
celebeated art gallery owner mecls
fellow war veteran and aspiring younQ
artesl Adoll ihtler. Max takes Kilter
under his wing and encourages him to
paint. But Hitler. unsuccessful as an
arhist teansfers his eacrgies to pohlics
whe he finds an outlel for his crude
beliels. proctaming to Max that he has
found a new torm of artistic eapres:
sion and 1hal “Polibics (8 the new art”
Stars John Cusack, hoah Taylor, Leelee
Sobirsht Purrcted by Menno Meyjes
(Lwn's Grtey Raled R Running time.
108 minutes

SCHEQULED TO OPEN
FRIBAY, FEE, 14

THE GURY
A young Indian dlance teacher wilh the
best moves in Delh embarks for New
Yok Cily in putsuit of tarre and for-
fune - only to wind up working as a
water in an Induwn restaurant, Sut
qood fortune caa anse from strange
places as our heco. Ramu Gupls dis”
cavers when a catering gig al  ditry.
trrihday party catapully smonte a9
e3travaqant version of the American
dieam Mistaken for & spiritual healer,
Ramu becomes an overmght celedrity
will the caty's plsle hanging onto his
evety word - no matter how absurd
The frouble (v he's also fatling in love
with Ihe ane woman who knows the
real sousre of iy seemingly pralound
inghls and Ramu must ¢hoose
betmern hiy nentound notoriety and
s v tor & woman who accepts him
2y he fy Stass Jimi Wastry. Marisa
Tomer, Heather Graham Dhrected by
Deisy von Scherler Mager (Unzversal)
Rated R



