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PETER MAX
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“It was an amazing life of
spirituality.” he said. "We lived
in a Pagoda house set inside a
park that was surrownded by
Sikh, Chinese and Mongolian
monnsterics. At four tn five in
the marning, chnanting would
begin. I thought v little
Ewraprean boy lived like this.

“IHearned shout America atie
dny when Twas 6 years old
whien Twent to work with my
father. 1t atarted 1o rade nnd he
sturted |'n||llng me ta wanlk
fuster when we passed n pan-
handler ||Inplnyfnx colorful
things. 1 wanted the bouks, He
sald no, so [ started toery, We
walked back and he hought all
of them, They were full of color,
When we arrived at our desti-
nntion, [ fannd myselfwith 125
American comic books.”

Max learnad ta read English
in firitish kindergarten, Soon
Tam Mix and Superman
heenme friends, THis sensitivity
for a lintle boy with polio soon
earned him anather,

Max would walk him home
from achioal each day, until one
afernoon his mather invited
him to see n movie. For the next
four years, he watched a ftm
every dny.

“1 becume totally knowledge-
able abaut Ameclean leonogrn-
phys Max sald. "€ stacted follow-
ing nll the stars like Spencer
“Tracy, Howdy Doody, Keystone
Cops. Vloved Amerlen for its
nvention, | feel I'm more
Ameriean than Amerleans, cven
though { eame to Amceriena nt 16,
Amerivans take everythlng for
granted, it they're the most
creative, generous, Amerlea’s
given freedum to every mee,
They're the most inventive, We
Invented auter space with Buck

Rogers 100 years before we
cven knew it existed.”

INFLUERCES

Those comic boaks and early
years definitely influrnced Max's
art. Even though he deeamed of
beeoming an astronomer, his
mothees uryings for hin to
draw won aut. Max expects to
return frum his opeaing ot Park
Weat Gallery with between 40 to
240 drnwings.

“Ltawed alut to wounderful
gallesy openlngs, so | bring
enlxesd imedin with me ke col-
oped peneil)” Max sald, *Uoalenw-
g In the back of the limousine,
atdinner. What I've discovered [s
the deawloy wants todenw itself,
1 like golng ta the park — you
tlon't think about taking one step
then another step. Ava young
artist { would put aline here, n
{ine there. It takea deep practice
— practice, practice, prctice.
You're working and it's automat-
ic. 1 sometime become avoyeur.
I'm into yogn, meditation and
creativity all day lang. [ don't say,
“Rxlry U'in guing to paint flowers!
1 palnt without precanceived dls-
cipline. I tand in Gt af the
casel, Itk altnost a holy place,a
shrine, T watch fy hand move,
invent images, Tmuges fuvent
themself. 1 just go and [ paint.
'mi padnting what cotnes out. Tlet
1t eccur. 1t's ey highest high”

Max compares hils painting t
Inluylng blues and juzz on key-
wards, n recreatlon he enjuys
Just for himself. But thats
another story, ns e the posters
he's deslgned for the Grammys,
Super Bowly and World Cup.
Next thine you look up i the
sky, Yook for the coloriul Bucing
777 wide-body jet he created
for Contluental Airlines,

Mux s n fleadnatiig man wxt
artist. Heproudly tellyyon when he
wadke mwasy fronm the case bie is
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Peter Max, the animal protection
and human rights perxon, the emd-
ronmentalist, 1t would take pagrs to
reooant all of his goexd works and
achievement. And his now ook,
The Art of Peter Max, publistud b
[arry Abnimns, docs Most revently:
he peiinted pemtrits of the 356 fin-
fighters killextin the Workd Taude
Center then donated] them to their
Eumilie Procerds from aseries of
sie Studue of Liherty prints (o stle
onhia Welssite
WWAACTTIAXCUIT) Wenit to s
adofthe fundla st up for murvisom of
the vietios, Over the yvam, Max bay
donnted his seriggraphis o PIIA
(Erophe for Use Fahlond Thoeseat of
Anlenale). Of coatpe who waikl
expeet lens from aman living with
five cnts ard n Germuan atuphend-
Il e, Thats nyy kind of gy

Have an interesting idea fof a story?
Call Gbserver & Eccentric atts reporier
Unda Ann Chomin a1 (734) 9532145

of send e-tnail to Ichomin@ oe.
homecomm. net

Pianist guests with Livonia Symphony -

“The Livonia Symphony
Orcheatra begins the new
year with a concert featuring
Fuest pianist Arthue Greene
performing Rachmanianifs
Concert No. 2 Saturday, Jan,
18, at Churchill High School
Auditorinm In Livenia.

‘The concerto has become
one of the favarites of bath
clansica) mmsic ay
the puli)
popularized hy the sang Full
Maovo amld Empty Arms and
Iater in Wie fantasy sequence
of the movie Seven Year ftch

atarring Marilyn Monroe, 1t is

also a favorite of Livonia

Symphaony Orchesten condues

tor Volodymyr Shesink and
Greene, o professor and
chairman of the piane
department at the University
of Michigan Schoal of Music
in Ann Arbor,

Greene's dynamic perform-
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ances have
won him
Acciaing in
cancert halls
throughout
the world. e
has appeared
with the San
Fragcisco and
Utah sy~
phonies, Crech National
Symphany, Tukye Symphony,
National 8 ||pfumyof
Ukraine, us a soloist with the
Phitadelphia Orcheston at the
Chopin Festival, and has

taured Japan 12 imes, Greene

carned hix degrees from Yale
University nnd The Jublliand
Sehool in New York City,
Also on the program are
Tehatkuvsky's Fourth
Symphony, sometimes
referred to as hin “Fate™ sym-

LVIHIA SYMPHONY
CRCHESTRA

¥inat: The Touch of Classics
concert features pianist Arthur
Greene performing
Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto
%0.2 in € minor

When:
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18

Whate: Churchill High Sehoo!
Audilorium, 6900 Newburgh,
north of Joy, Livonla

Tickets: $16, $10 students.

Call {734) 425-4855
of {248) £45-6666

phony, and Karl Mnria von
Weber's Waltz for Steings.

-

GOLDEM QLOAE ROMINAYIONS
BEST PICTURE!

SEST ACTOR- JRCK NICROLOONS
BEAT DIRECTOR- ALEKANODIRA PAYAR
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRISS -
BENT SCRIENPLAY-ALERANOSR PAYNE & )17 IXYLOR
‘A GREAT MOVIE! PART COMEDY, PART TRAGEDY,
PART SATIRE, MOSTLY MASTERPIECE”

2 KNRALTIAL M VT NGV WL

*GRACED Y AN IMPECCABLE NICHOLSON FERFORMANCE,
THIS 15 A NKIVTE THAT MIAES HUMGR AND FOIGNAPICY WITH ENVIABLE SKILL'®
TN RN LY SeE et
“ONE OF THE BEST MOVIES OF THE YEAR,

KATHY AATLS 15 50 GOOD, YOUL LOVE EVERY MINUTE WHTN SHE' ON SCRFEN®
prrtratipaiiior
OM OVER 78 TOP-TEN LISTS mcuotiaa
LOS ANGELES TIMES, THE KEVS YORK TIMLS, NEWSWEIX AND T1RE
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JACK NICHOLSON
ABOUT SCHMIDT

KATHY BATES HOPE DAVIS DERMOT MULRONEY
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