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Farmingtan Superintendent
Bob Maxiield believes forming
a committee to consider an
Out of Distriet Schools of
Choice program was the right
thing to do.

“I's efficient, and it makes
sense,” said Maxfield.

The program could mitigate
what he expects to be a contin-
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parochial sehool parents
ducide where their children
will artend high school, he
said.

Diane Bauman, director of
scheol and community rela-
tions, is also working on a,
mailing to those parents.

“It's the whole business of
:m we do more?” Maxfield
22 1

The other budget crunching
alternative that nobody wants
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and expand it. Districts had
FROMPAGEAI clear guidelines and an applica-
bly two years. “That’s what the  District, which is in the ‘The district receives 90 per- tion process, which includes
Governor is saying: ‘Be pre= Qaldand intermediate school  cent of its fanding from the expuLutm for falsifying informa-
pared, folks, this will be terri-  district. state through a foundation tion, Officials aiso said the
ble.” “We can’t worry if it isn't grant. Each student enroliedin ~ Michigan Edueational
“We're looking at a 3 percent  good for Clarenceville, the a district brings part of this Assessment Program scores and
increase in payroll costs for bourd won't da it,” Maxfield foundation grant when moving  stadent behavior weren't nega-
negotiated contracts” Maxfield said. “The short term effecton  to mmhu district. tively impacted by the program.
said. "Benefits, we have more  Clarenceville won't be great. include additi Sibling prefe
control over than most dis- West Bloomfield started witha  al revenue, maintenance of afur a Schools of Choice child
tricts because we doalot of limited number of slots and it existing programs and smfﬁng. has attended scbool for at least
self -insurance and that's has grown. They are taking in ann one
where we saved money last students fram Pontize and and maintaining nel;hbarhood year,a district vmuld have to
year on health insurance. Qur  Waterford School Districts. schools. However, officials wamn, preference to a sibling if
expenses in any given year o Southfield which has a con- there is also a down side. !hm is a Schools of Chaice slot

ued decline in enrollment.
“They don't drop in neat lit-
tle groups,” Maxfield said.
"You don't lose 23 kids from
Gill or 24 kids from
Farmington. When you lose
enrollment, you lose revenue
but you don't have the oppor-

to deal with is to close a
school, he said.

"When we chose to move
the kindergarten out of
Fairview and Alameda, that
controlled a number of costs
and helped us focus on the 15
elemenunes. Maxﬁeld said.

tunity to cut your exp
especially with our smaller
schools to keep them viable.
It's messy already, because we
have more combination classes
than we want”

‘The district could also pur-
sue other revenues through
shared time - hiring out pub-
Tic school teachers to private
schools - or by attracting
home-schooled or
private/parochial students, he
said.

A recent taping of Maxfield's
regular “From the Desk Of..°
TV program kicked off an
effort to tell the story proac-
tively. January is the time
when many private and

“Ifwed

tary children, nnd l don t want
this to sound like a threat,
we've got to do something, It's
not so popular with the
Flanders or William Grace
community”

A recent audit gave a mare
poslln'z turn to the budget,
but it has yet to be completely
defined. The district saved
money with health insurance
Iast year, Maxfield said.

“We've been told to expect
that our contribution to the
state retirement system witl go
up 2 percent of our payroll,
which will be $1.8 million”

He expects there will be no
increase in state aid for proba-

up 4-5 pereent.”

He couldn’t identify possible
cuts yet because the budget
committee reports the first
week in February. He's hoping
for the first draft of the budget
by Winter Break. Last year $5
million was cut,

tiguous border with Detroit is
attracting Detroit kids.”
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Schools of Choice families do
not contribute to taxes, bords or
millages w:lhm th: mm‘:numry
e

e
Farmington Public School
District.

“Nobody likes it,* Maxfield
said. “It’s sort of cannibalistic

“We're waiting for Mary because there only so many
{Reynolds) to ﬁmsh this round  kids”
of budget forthis  CL ville School
year to reconcile changes,” Superintendent Cheryl Leach
Maxfield said. said it's too easly to predict the
She will present thattothe  effect on her district, adding
board Jan. 28. that she hasn't seen

“I can't imagine that there is
any school district or munici-
pality which hasn't been
affected financially, Maxfield
said. “Cities got hit with rev-
enue sharing”

CLAREHCEVILLE
Somc have raised concerns

abaut the affect of open enroll-
ment on the C ville

Farmington's plan.

"Our (two) elementaries
have a firm grip in the com-
munity,” Leach said. *I'm not
sure we would have aloss to
Farmington.”

Her district has had one
school of choice committee
meeting and hasn’t had a sec-
ond.
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express concerns about the
influx of new students. Also dis-
tricts can end up “competing”
for enrollments, and the addi-
tion of mare spec.l! education
students could increase costs,

Mary Joyce Readler, principal
of Flanders Elementary, and
Morowski are co~chairs ofa
committee which also includes
Donna Reuter, a student infor-
mation technician in the
Central Office and a Farmington
High School parent; Kelly Zaby,
a Flanders parent; Ann Maric
Kurzyniec, a Flanders media
specialist, Kate Herris, a
William Grace paraprofessional,
and Cheryl Cannan, assistant
superintendent for business and
finance.

The committee, organized in
October, is looking for com-
ments from district

availabie.

Farmington’s foundation
grant is $10.067. The district
will receive either $8,000 dal-
lars per pupil or the lesser
amount if the student’s horne
district's per pupil foundaticn
grant is Jess than $8,000,

Students who enter the ele-
mentary schoal can remain in
the district through their senjor
year, Morxwski said. No trans-
portation would be provided to
these students.

“We're not looking to over-
crowd a school, add classrooms
or add staff; Morawski said.

“The recummendation we've
heard from other school dis-
tricts is to bring them in in the
early grades,” Readler said.

“We all like the idea of being
cautious,” Morawski said.

Parents had a variety of views
at a Jan. 13 PTA Council Forum
meeting at the Farmington
Training Center. Thcy asked

ut the possibility of creating

There will be a public hearing
on March 4 at 6 p.m., an untele-
vised meeting, fnllwtdxu .
report at the 7:30 p.m. schoo!
board meeting, which is tele-
vised. The hearings will be held
at the school administration

magnet schools and attracting
home-schooled, private and
meh“‘l schools. One asked

uw the district could say there
would be a high level of parental
involvement with these stu-
dents.

building on Shi eastof
Farmington Road.

Seventeen of 26 districts in
the Ozklrnd Schools intermedi-
ate district have an out-of-dis-
trict schoola of choice program.
‘The Farmington District loct 52
students lost year to other pro-
grams, Of these, 28 went to
West Bloomfield, 14 to
Southfield, five to Royal Onk,
four to Ferndale and onc to
Berkley. Interviewing officials
from these 17 districts, commit-
tee members found districts
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farybeth Miller, a hvi
parent, said she was shocked.

=1 can’t come up with a decent
question,” she said. "I didn't
know this was going un. How
good are your numberz?
Everybody needs time to devel-
op their thcught process. The
first reaction {s to be seared.”

For more information, to
maks comments, or to ask ques-
tions, contact Morawski at
(248) 489-3747 or Readlerat
(248) 489-3673.
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