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Did speaker solicit
contribution or bribe?

ribe, n. Something offered or given to a per-
son In & position of trust to influcnce that
person’a views or conduct.”

“Contribuie, n. To give or supply in common
with others; give to a common fund or for a com-
mon purpose.

So which was it that Michigan House Speaker
Tick Johnson was dolng back in December when
he wrote to lohbyists and other fat cats offering *a
meal ur 8 meeting” in return for a 820,000 con-
tribution to the House Republican Campaign

Committec?

V/ritten on Campalgn
Committec letterhead, the exact
wording of Johnson's letter {s
Instructive: °I would like tolet
you know how imperative your
assistance hes been and contin-
ues to be to the House
Republican Campaign
Commlttee. ... In place of having
our usunl ]urgv Anrual Dinner, 1
would like to spend a mea) or
meeting with you to discuss the
upcomlng year nnd the role uf

Hh Ttis

that each of"- rajse
520 000 to mninuxin and {ncrease our majority in
yeass to come.”

The exact amount requested {s equally Instruc-
tive. Turns out $20,000 [s the top limit on contri-
butions to political action cominittees (PACs)
such as the House Republican Campaign
Coramlttee. What a uurprlsel

‘The House ign Ce |
led all PACs in fund rnlzlng between January and
October lnst yeor, according to the Campaign
Finance Network, pulling in $2.02 million.
Republicans gained five seats In the November
clection, now controlling the Housc 63-47. Again,
not a surprise,

Johnson, a farmer from northern Michigan,
was re-elected apenker of the House last week for
asecond term, He is generally regarded as hard
working and fair, although blunt.

To its eredit, the story was broken last week by
the nornunlly Repubtlcan-leaning Detroit News.
Editorial comment sround the state called
Johnson's letter "ham-flsted,” "cruss® and “clumsy.”
lmlslng [n!:dr:n I tatked with ml]cd the letter

£~ and . bul

cmphmlzrd that th: practice isn't an !ng that
haan't been going on for years and followed by
both parties.
Most aald Johnson wasn't reslly soliciting o
bribe, arguing that his letter didn't offer a apecific

uid pro quo in return for the $20,000. 1 think
ﬁm 's mumbo-fumbo. Why would nn)body mny

1 Paver

!hc Housc R

Hichigan pofiticat insiders for years have
argued vociferously there fs a cfear
distinction between the widespread practice
of asking for political contributions and
actually soliciting bribes.

with one of the most powerful politicians in
Michigan? Just beeause the fuod is real good at
Johnson's favorite restaurant?

No, a quid pro quo is a quid pro quo, whether
or not it is specific. People don't pay big bucks to
chin-chin with the speakgr of the House just
because they enjoy his company; they expect
something in return for their $20,000.

Mlchlgnn polnical insiders for years hme

)y there Is a clear di:
bclvwen the widespread practice of asking for
Eolllicnl contributions and actuall, sollddng
ribes. Never mind how bad it looks, they say;
everybody has done it for years and, nnym:y, how
clse are yau going to finance the political systeni?

I think that's just outrageous! All that kind of
thinking does is condone a political system whose
financlel basts D intestoat by
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Reservist spends,Christmas
in Cuba praqu for peace

miss my parish family at St. Priscilla

Catholic Church in Livonia. My name is

Father Raymond Bucen and was
ordained 23 years ago for the Archdiocese
of Detroit. This year, I spent Christmas in
Cuba.

My United States Army Reseeve unit was
called to active duty in October 2002 ns
part of Operation Enduring Preedom. We |
spent 40 days in immediate preparation for
our mlssion and then flew to Guantanamo
Bay and the U.S. Naval Base, our hame for
the next year.

I'm living and working with some of
America’s finest young men and women
who are soldiers, sailors, marines and Alr
Foree and Const Guard members who
count duty, honor, courage and sclfless
service as important values in their life. I'm
extremely proud to be a chaplain in the
United States Army.

The mission of my military pollce unit, as
part of Joint Task Force-G isto

The Rev, Raymond Bucon celebrates Mass In Cuba
whila stationed as a U1.S. Armry Reservist.

hot and dry. There are cacti everywhere and
I've transplented a few baby cacti 1o the front
yard of the house in which I stay. I hope
someone in the dmanl future will enjoy them

when Lhc)’n: grown
This Ck 1 ﬂnd myzelf identifying

process and guard people who sec terror-
Ism as the answer 1o their problems. This 1s
a 24-hour-a-day job but there are many
great diverslons on this 45-square-mile
base.

Here are some details to help you get a fla-
vor of a soldler's experience In his off duty
hours.

. There are no traftic lights on the base at

wealthy special interests and gencrates wide-
spread cynicism about how the public’s business
{3 really conducted.

In this context, what's going on these days in
Wisconsin offers an interesting alternntive. There,
n ton of legisl are now under ind

Bay. The speed limit is 25 mph.
i You can choose from a list of two radio
stations whean listening to musie.
M Iastead of “watch for deer” signs, there
are “watch for iguana” signs.

for
taking kickbacks and shnking people down in the
hallways of the state capital,

Of course, the solution is not to cobble together
yet another law better to regulate political cum-
pnigns There is no Jaw or regulation that can

press o system — wink-wink, nod-nod! — that

gnsed on the exchange of money for influence,

wccu und power. Instead, we should be forth-
right and publicly fund elections, the way they do
it in other industrialized democracies like
England, France nnd Scandinavin. But, of course,
people over there don't understand how democra-
q really works!

r Johnson's Istter may be an cutright
mlldenn for a bribe or merely a request fora
genetous campaign contribution. Either way, it'sa
disgusting shakedown.

Phil Power Is ihe chaimman of the board of the company hat
owns this newspaper. He wou'd be pleased Lo get your reac-
{ions to this column either at (734) 953- 2041 or at
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B The weather s usually sunny. The
Caribbean Sea is warm. The beaches are full
of rucks.

& Jimmy Bul‘l’c.lg:nc a live concert for us in
cerly December.

# The gym, bowling atley, and McDonald'’s
are always busy.

M This [s une store at which to shop. If they
don’t have an item then 1 guess we don't need
it! .

B The mafority of our soldiers are on shifts
of eight to 10 hours per day. In their off hours,
they sleep, snorkel in the Caribbean Scea, take
college ¢ nsses vin camputer, visit the library,
and eat at one of three galleys,

B Movies are shown every evening nt 7 and
9 p.m, on the big outdoar screen, Rarely are
they "mined out”

B Packages mailed here take 10 to 21
days to arrive, depending on if they iravel
by air or by barge. I mailed mysclf a box of
stulf from home and received it 22 days
later.

The climate is semi-desert which means it's

t

with St. Joseph. He had to leave home, travel
a far distonce, worry about a pregnant wife,
complete the census process, and then get
everyone back safely to Nazareth. His journcy

ted severnd years, He was faithful to Ged In
carrying out his duties as foster-father of
Jesus.

1 pray all of us can be as faithful as
Joseph. We're not always willing to leave
the camfort of what 1s familiar to us. When
we do, we usually encounter new
lenges and problems that take time and
energy to deal with. When we leave the
security of established patterns in our life,
it is then that we need God most. May that
God who lives deeply inside of you be born
anew this Christmas season.

I celebrated midnight Mass for any of the
2,000 members of our task force who
wished to attend nnd [y Chrhunu Day] Mus
was later cclet dat10a.m. 1
after Mass [ received a call to report to the
bue hospital. A sailor had a stroke and it

y to pray the S: of the
Anoinling oﬁhe Sick. I then spent o half-
hour swimming in the sea beforc enjoying a
reat meal with Ken and Vickie Pace who
nve been stationed nt GTMO for the past
30 montha. It was a delicious feast and a
good way to end the day.

Please pray for peace everyday. God will
hear your pragers because you are his pre-
clous d\ﬂcf A Blessed New Year to AlL

The Rev. Reymond Bucon wrote from Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba on Gec. 25, 2002 Kis malling address Is: CH (LTT)
Raymond Bucor. JTF GTMO, Chaplain Section, APQ AE
09360.
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