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Dickerson steps up as new voice of Tigers
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Just like nearly every otner
Michizan resident whois a
Detroit Tigers fan, Dan

While they were angzed. for-
mer Detroit Free Presy publish-
er Pavid Lawrence asked Lori
whether Dan had found a job
in Detroit yet.

Tawrence wrote a letter of

Prickerson r bers growing
up and listening to Ernie
Harwell,

We all remember that erisp
Cenrgian drawl blaring from a
smail transistor radio through a
bedroam windew on a suitey
Augist evening, resanating that
seore of the Baltimore game off
a neighbor’s brick walls

From the shores of Lake St.
Clair to the eampfires of the
state parks, that distinct voice
captured the heat of the pennant
races of 1967, 1965 and 1972.

Neww Dickerson, 44, of
Clarkston finds himselfin that
same broadeasting chair, fol-
leraing Harwelts legacy, esady
to steprup to the plate and the
mictophane, after Harwell
retired in October and
Dickerson and Jim Price were
named the nfficial broadeasters
for the Detrait Tigers,

Pickerson knows he's follow-
ing a legend - certainly nut
replacing hirn. And he doesn’t
expect to. Dickersan saick he
doesn't feel any additional pres-
‘s worked with

Tigess for three years now.

“1 feel there will be height-
ened interest,” Dickersan said,
“feople will wonder what's this
wuy like and how will he handle
that No. 1 seat”

LOVING THE GAME

Dickerson fell i Jove with
hall as n child growing up

acombination
san, and the pen-
tenee that went down to
nd,” Dickerson said. “The
Tigees lost the first game, then
waon the next uine. was eapti-
vated with that team.
“Thenane tisswe my aont let me
Stmtomatic base-

eated, You hadl great feaens going
against cach other, Tike the ‘61
Tig ek the 61 Yankees,

1 think that had nn lepact,
Tt it was nothing like going to
a game., Onee yu were $n that
stadium, boy, st alwnys want-
oo tu go back to i

Divkerson grnluated feom
Cranbrook Kingsswoxl in 1076,
theiuitended (o Weslesnn
University in Delaware, Ghlo,
whoete luepot lids first broadenst-
ing i s avollege shident there,

Dicker<ort rudin show
ot the eollepe’s stalion, WSLN,

“Yon could doangihing you
watiled.” 1" HU s
wstation at i small sehool. §Eyou
ad the spare time (rom stud-

8, yuut coulil come in and play
music. 1 didn't see myselfheing
13 fovever, ad s §did sporte”

Suan, Dirkerson broadewst
play-hy-play for the college’s
foothall games, then ater bas-
kethall games, 1 knew it was
what 1wamed toddn,”
Dickersan saidl,

But get him back on the topic
af basehall, and Dickerson's
rizer. e sits in
v, Vori Anne, cally
his “basehall room,” He has
hmdreds of basehall books on
the shelves,

Baseball i liis passion,
Broadeasting is his carcer. And
Tow the twain have met,

“1just thaught the play-by-
play would be sommeh fun, but
T didn’t know how hand it was
ta get there,” Dickerson <aid, “Tt
waes kind of a eivenitous path to
et the

Dickerson graduated from
Ohin Wedeyan University in
1980, then took a job at an all-
news station in Grand Rapids
At WMAX. Dickercon found
himself aut of work when that
station switched to a gospel for-
mat wo he waited tables and
bartended ta pay the bills untit
hie landed another jobat

1

«tation. That «tal
anded 1o a 2 4-honr news
format <o Dickerson veported
news and sports there,

n 1is7, Dicherson broadeast
plav-by-play of igh school bas-
kethall and foothall games for
that station. “That (play-by-
play was probably in the back
ot my mind. and what 1 wanted
o do Wik jiust get into sports,”
Dicherson said,

WORKING HIS WAY UP

At that tse, Dichersan was
engaged and wonld Inter marmy

Lon Anne Mathews, wha
1 the

woled i reparte
Dot Froe Press,

ponrnad

Miclugan State Univers

r mendation for Dickerson
and in the summer of 1933,
Drickerson landed a part-time
news reporting job at WWJ
“He really opened a door to get
me in there,” Dickersan said.
“There's no doubt about it”
That job tutnied into a full-time

Briving Down

stint within three months,
Dickerson said.

In Febrary 2000,
Dickerson’s career with the
Tigers began, working the
broadeasts with Erie Harwell
and Jim Price. Just before
Christrmas, Dickerson and Price
were parmed Tiger broadeasters.

Dickerson also will doa
prezame show with Tigers
manager Alan Trammell and,
like Harwell, visit with plyers
every day.
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Erickerson doesn’t think
about that extra attenticn much
now that he will solely handle
the play-by-play this season,
following Baseball Hall of
Famer Harwell. "You can’t
because if you think about it,
you get away ftom what you do
best,” Dickerson said.

“Ifeel that this is what I was
meant to do”
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