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2002 title, have won three of
the past four events and five
overadl.

Longtime CC coach Mike
Rodriguez said he doesn't keep
track of who the other con-
tenders for the tournament
crown are, but he realizes his
team has r target on its back
because of its parct suceess,

“We know those teams would
like to beat us pretty badly,
because our kids left lhose com-
munitics to come here,” he said.
“It's just a backyard tournn-
ment, where everyone comes
fram the immedinte area. We're
going into this tournament with
the ides we're going to win it

The Shamrocks shonld have
plenty of company among,
teams vying for the
Observerland trophy. Livonia

+ Stevenson has racked up a 204

from last yeay’s team, is solid up
and down the lincup.

The Rockets were the run-
ners-up to CC at last year's
Observerland ineet, and coach
Bill Polk says his team is one of
many hoping to knock off the
defending champs.

“Alot of kids know each other
from camps in the summer, and
1 just really enjoy secing teams
from this area compete.” Polk
said.

“It scems like everyone has
been improving over the past
couple years, which thouid.
make for better competition all
around.”

The Spartans figure ta be in
the mix for the title as well,
bonsting three wrestlers with
three or fewer losses this season.
Coach Bob Moreau said this
tournament represents a chance
for athletes to get noticed
among their neighborhood

Observerland Wrestling
Tournament.

When: Saturday. Jan 25.
Competition starts at 9
a.m., with finals starting
approximately at 5:30 p.m.
Where: Livonia Churchilt
High School {Newburgh
Road between Joy and
Ann Arbor Trail roads).
Admission: $5 for adults,
93 for students 18 and
under, Prices are good for
the entire day.

-

peers.
“The kids see the rankings in
the paper, and if they don't like

Mareau said. *It's a hig source of
pride for everyone involved.”

Moreau cotnted CC and
Glenn as the “horses” of the
tournament. His oun team was
hit hard by injuries at last week-
end'’s Hartland Dual Meet
Invitational, but still boasts of
some tlent.

Charlie Rabaut carvies a 34-0
record into the tourney, alter-
nating between the 119 and 125-
pound weight classes. Jason
Fischer (145) is off to n 31-3
start to the season, as is heavy-

teams have their strengths in
the same area.” he said. “No one
will run away with it?

Churchill's contendery should
include Brian Clement (125),
Lev Mergian {152), Alex Murray
(215) and Robert Freeman
an.

Canton and Salem both fin-
ished in the top five at last year's
Observerland meet. Canton
coach Casey Randolph said his
team is rvaged by injuries,
which hurt its chancea at the
meet,

wreight competitor Paul “} expect good things from
Barge: Dan Bergsma (130) and Rob
A darkh der could hnettler (125} he said. “My
be the Churchill Chargers, who  other guys just need to get
are 8~4 on the season and have healthy”
been competitive with just “This will be a good pmludc
about everyone who hi ssed  to districts” Rodn, added.
their path this season. “We'll sec some of these same.
The team finished ahesd of kids and saume teams in districts

John Glenn at a tournament
carlier this season, and coach

and regionals, so we're looking
forward to that”
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nnybod/ is going to run the
division,” Negoshmn said.
“We're just trying to go one
day, one game, at a time.
“This game is over and now
we focus on the next one,
which should be a big game
(Friday at North) with
Harrison, a crosstown battle”

Falcons add to streak

Farmington won its sccond
game in a row Tuesday, taking
a 50-43 victory from visiting
Bloomfield Hills Andover.

‘The Falcons are 2-1in the
OAA Division 1V; the Barons
are 0-3 in the division and 2-7
overall.

Joe Green's 16 points paced
Farmington, which outscored
Andover in the second gunrter,
17-7, and created a halltime
Tead of 31-18 for itself,

Matt Okopny tossed in 11
points; Georgio Holt, Marcus
Holman and Drany Preston
added six points apiece.

Andover’s Jason Trotter
scored n game-high 22 points
but was held to less than his
30-plus-points-per-gnme aver-

age.

Nearly hnlf of his polnts (10)
came In the Inst quarier when
Andover outscored
Farmington, 18-9, to make the

&

final tally closer. Julian Cruz
chipped in 10 for the Barons.

“Joe Green really played well
for us,” Falcons conch Steve
Norgrove said. “He had very
good shot seleetion, and Danny
Preston did an outstanding job
shutting down Trotter.

*“(Andover) only had four
guys who scored, and we held
him to 22, Our game plan was
centered around him, and we
did good job of shutting him
down”

The Falcons led 41-25 after
three quarters and made frec
throws down the stretch to
clinch the win. Both tcams
were 10-0f-15 at the line.

“We are starting to under-
stand what we need to do to
win, and that’s defend,”
Norgrove said. “When you can
hold n team to 43 points,
chances are you're going to
win. We're not a very powerful
offensive team but at least
we're consistent.

“The kids ave starting to
believe in what we're doing.
‘They're stating to feel good
about themsclves, and that's
the first step toward success,

“Their dedication and com-
mitment are starting ta pay off
in a team concept. 1ts less me
and more we. The plnyers are
really taking to that”

Hawks fail short in OT

Farmington Harrison made
a blg comeback Tuesday to get

the game to overtime only to
loss by a bucket to Royal Oak
Kimball, 51-49.

The Hawks were 0-for-12
from the floor in the second
quarter and 3-for-22 in the
first half. They were scorcless
in the second quarter and
trailed at halftime, 21-8.

Harrison ralfied in the sec-
ond half, outscoring the
Knights in the third quarter,
18-6, and over the final 16 min-
utes, 35-22, to make up the 13-
point deficit. Kimball was two
better in overtime, 8-6.

Junior Brandon Giles scored
a game-high 23 points and had
four steals for the Hawks, who
made 12 of 25 field goals in the
second half.

Senior Eric Zatkin had 10
points, including three triples,
the last of which tied the score
at 43 and sent the game into
overtime.

Harrison's Stefan Burbridge
had 10 rebounds and five
points, and DeAnte
Thompkins had five assists.

Senior Kedwin Geady mnde
the game-winning shot as time
expired in overtime for the
Knights, wha were Jed by sen-
ior Mike Sheldon's 18 polats
and six rebounds. Junior Mike
Hammond had 13 points.

Kimball is 2-1 in the OAA
Diviston 111 and 5-4 aveeall;
Harrisen is 0-3 and 1-6.
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Cathy Young,

Students in grades
7 - 12, who have made
positive changes in their
lives will be honored at a
luncheon in Farmington
Hills Manor on March 11,

Do you know a
Farmington school
student who has turned
his or her life around?

Students will be judged on the basis of
significant improvements in a broad range of
areas—from behavior to school work to
community service.

The program is sponsored by Farmington Public
Schools, Farmington Observer, Farmington Public
Safety Department and the Farmington Hills Police

If your company would like to sponsor or donate
gifts for this new program of encouragement, call

734-953-2155

cyoung@oc.homecomm.net
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interested in me as a young,
man than just a college football
player”

The Tigers apparently plan
for Woods, the all-time leading
rusher in Harrison history with
nearly 5,000 yards, to play
running back,

“When they saw how Marcus
moves and makes people miss,
that's the kind of back they
want for their offense, and they
don't have anybody like that,”
Woods Sr. said. “They're just
tickled they had an opportuni-
ty to get Marcus”

“They said they'll definitely
give hitmn nn opportunity to
compete. They dan’t have
plans to redshirt him necessar-
ily, because they don't have a
back like him.”

‘The Tigers are coached by
farmer Toledo coach Gary
Pinkel, who runs a one-back,
spread offense.

Tronleatly, that's the same
kind of offense MSU plans to
use under new coach John L,
Stnith. But the Spartans prefer
n bigger back than the 5-foot-
8, 180-pound Woods; whereas,
the Tigers have a tittle different

style and like a smaller, quicker
back,

“They spread the field and
throw it out of the backfield a
tot," Woods said. I can do
mort than just run.

“They're talking about
throwing the ball to me on
screens and flare routes and
putting me in the slot, teo. I
can o all that. They're talking
my kind of football.”

Despite being told by the
Smith regime in December
MSU wouldn't honor the
scholarship offer made by for-
mer coach Bobby Williama
becanse he was too short,
‘Woods said his challenge is no
higger than any other college
player.

I wouldn't really say T have
something to prove because of
my size,” he said. “Of course,
everybody has something to
prove at the next level. T want
to prave I'm the best running
back. ’I'lml‘s what I want to
prove”

Wonds won't be that far from
family either. His dad wus
raised in St. Louis, which is
ahout two hours from the cam-
pus in Columbia, Mo., and still
hns family members there,

*It provides an oppartunity
for Marcus to have some sup-

port that's not that far sway”
Woods Sr. said. It worked out

perfectly. Missouri was the
sr.hml I followed as a kid com+
m up.

‘A Io( of guys [ grew up with':
are still there and are excited ©
about having him come, and 1(“
provides that added degree of |
support, too.”

Nebraska had been recruit- -
ing Woods, but the
Cornhuskers told him earlier :
this month they had received -
mnother commitment and had.
the backs they needed, accord-
ing to Woods Sr, Oklahoma
State had called since recciving
the tape of Woods, but the
Cowboys also picked up a com-
mitment from a player they
had been recruiting all along.

Woads had a visit scheduled
with Knnsas but canceled that
when he decided on Missouri.

Bowling Green and Toledo
conches had visited in the past
week, and Kentucky wanted
‘Woods to make a visit there,
But those offers were deulined,
¢00. "I think Marcus felt so

about the experience
there at Missouri,” his dad said.
“Thatit'sin thebackyardof  ~
family didn't hurt. He's con-
\1n‘:er:d that's the place he wants
to

*
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EREEDOM VILLAS

* CONDOMINIUM-STYLE
APARTMENTS

* 1 &2 REDROOMS
« TULLY LQUIPPED KITCHENS
* ACTIVITIES & SOCIAUZATION
 CAR FORTS

STARTING AT $1,050

FARMINGTON HILLS
(248) 471-9141

24400 MIDDLESELT

NORTH OF 10 MILE RD,

THREE GREAT COMMUNITIES &
THREE EXCELLENT
LIVING OPTIONS

AMERICAN

AWE RNOW Imu):m lluusL RESIDERTS CHOOSE UUR COMMUNITIES TOR PEACT OF MIND. FAMILILS,
GOOD NEIGHIORS ADD T THE COMFORTS OF MAINTENARCE, TRET LIVING. YOU OR YOUR LUVED ONE CAN REMAIN AS
INDLPLRDENT AS SOSSIBLE WITH THESE DI TERENT HOUSING OITIONS...

THE MANOR

| BEIV] BATY @ 2 BELV2 DATH
» FULLY CQUIPPLD KITCHINS

* CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

» Luxcl

* UNILTIES INCLUDED

* FULL ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

* LIDRARY, COMPUTTR AR

© FITNESS CENTER

STARTING AT $1.550
SOUTHFIELD

FRICNDLY STATF 8¢

. Emcu:)sw. 1 & 2 BEDROOM

. Maus DAILY
. tlnum(urwﬂ & LAUNDRY

. u Iloun STATFING

« AcTi

. N.sm,wcn WITH ACTIVITIES OF

jlling
Sl’ARﬂNG AT 51,750
WEST BLOOMFIELD
(248) 538-5283

5859 W. MAPLE RD.

W. OF ORCHARD LAKE RD.

RARE APPEARANCE WWE SUPERSTAR

STDNE BOI.B
STEVE AUSTIN

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26TH ¢ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
$35.00 ANY ITEM

SATURDAY, JAN. 257H §
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM




